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1. MOTHERNATURE'SFATHER Based on Gen. 1:6-8

TheBible consistently represents God asmale. Thisistruefor all 3 Personsof the Trinity.
When the Son became flesh He became a man. The Holy Spirit isalways called He. The
male was also the first to be created. All of thisin no way meansthat the Bible depreciates
the female, for we will see that woman was the crown of creation. She put the finishing touch
on it all, and history reveals that the Bible hasdone more to advance the status of women
than any other force. The Bibleisnot anti-female, but it is anti-goddess. All through the
ages men have wor shipped mother goddesses. Archaeologists are constantly digging up
figures of these goddesses from ancient civilizations. It even crept into Christianity when

M ary was proclaimed the M other of God, and many in ignorance began to wor ship her.

M any worship M other Natur e, and for all practical pur posesthey consider natur e as God.

Goethe in hisHymn To Natur e says, " She placed me in it; she will also lead me forth. |
trust myself to her." The advantages of thiscommitment to M other Nature ar e that you can
be extremely religious, for your goddessis everywhere. At the sametimeyou have no
obligation to do anything but what comes naturally. In other words, you combine pantheism,
which says all is God, and atheism, which says nothing is God. You get, asaresult, religious
atheism. Thispermitsyou to have a sensible explanation of theworld, for all that happensis
accor ding to the laws of M other Nature.



The Bible, however, says that the laws of nature are not eternal, but that they began in
time, and they wer e put into operation by theWord of God. God isthe Father of all nature,
and Heisthe Father of all the wisdom and order that men attribute to nature. Those who
think they can explain anything by reference to the laws of nature fail because they can find
no source for the energy of these laws. None would be so foolish asto think that it isthe
laws of ar chitectur e that builds buildings, or that the laws of navigation sail our ships. They
recognize that these laws must be put into operation by persons. Persons must supply the
energy. You can have a law on the books that will find you for breaking a parking meter, but
a man can break one and drive away with nothing happening. The law is powerless without
personsto enforceit. Laws do not punish or protect anyone. It isonly as persons give them
ener gy that they oper ate.

The Bible says that thisis true also of the laws of nature. It isnot the laws that keep
order, but it isthe energy behind them, and that energy hasitssource in God. The laws of
natur e ar ethe impersonal means put into operation by a personal God to accomplish His
goals. Wewho believe thisreserve our praisefor the wonders of the universe for God, and
not for impersonal laws. With Alfred Tennyson we say, " Hallowed be thy name-H allelujah,
Infinite Identity, Immeasur able Reality, I nfinite Personality! Hallowed be thy
name-Hallelujah!"

Aswe continue our study of creation we see how God gives birth to all that men attribute
to thewisdom of M other Nature. God began with the raw materials of land and water, and
on thefirst day He called forth light. This, of course, isanother basic factor needed to
produce and sustain life. But as we continue into the second day we see that God has much
to do yet to prepare thisplanet for life. Walking into you attic and turning on thelight does
not changethe mess. It isonly asyou exert energy that you can put it in order. So God by
His Word beginson the second day to bring order into the chaos. In verses6 through 8 we
have the creation of the atmosphere.

In verse 6 God said, " Let there be afirmament in the midst of the watersto separate
them." Theword firmament comes from the L atin word, which carries the idea of firmness.
A better word might be expanse since firmament hasled critics of the Bible to say that the
Hebrews thought that heaven was hard and had holesin it through which the rain came
down. Thisiscompletely unfair to judge M oses by the meaning of a Latin word when the
original Hebrew doesn't mean any such thing. Critics also say that they probably thought
the sky was blue because ther e was an ocean up there. All of theignorance that men try to
impose on the Bibleistheresult of their own ignorance. The Hebrews were not so foolish as
to believe what the criticstry and make them appear to believe. Criticstwist the poetic
language and try and make them literal statements.

Dr. Albertus Pieters says that by this same method you can make the modern American
look ignorant and gullible. You would be offended if a Russian publication described us as
so scientifically immatur ethat wethink the sky is solid, and only a few hundred feet high.

Y et what else are they to think if we persist in calling our tallest building skyscrapers?
Wooden literalism givesthe critics much to mock at in the Bible, but it iscompletely
dishonest. God'sinspiration did not reveal to the Hebr ews any moder n science, but it kept
them from all the false science and speculation of the heathen, which would have discredited



the Bible.

It isimportant to keep in mind that it isjust as dishonest for usto claim that the Bible
teaches moder n science asit isfor the criticsto impose ignor ance on the Bible writers. Both
arise from the same sour ce, which is an over zealoussearch to find evidence for a
pre-conceived idea without trying to see what the Bibleisreally saying. In other words, the
Bible does not predict cars, airplanes, radio, TV, and the atom bomb. To say thisleaves you
just as guilty as perversion of God'sWord asthecritic who readsignoranceinto it.

Getting back to the firmament, we see that M oses says God created it to separ ate two
bodies of water. That soundslikeit would support the critic who says the Hebrews thought
there wasan ocean in the sky. Asamatter of fact, that is exactly what they did believe, and
so do we. Delitzsch says, " The upper waters are the mists and clouds which move above us."
It isestimated that the aver age quantity of vapor in the air is 54,460,000, 000,000 tons. In
other words, it is scientifically accurateto believe there isaocean in the sky. If all of the
water in the atmosphere fell at onceit would be asit wasin the day of Noah. Therewould be
a universal flood.

God on the second day established the atmospher e, which would be essential for the
whole program of maintaining life on all levels through the power of evaporation and
rainfall. Weseethelogical order of God'splan. First thereisthe provision for life, and then
the plantsfor food, and then animals, and finally man. Science and Scripture agr ee on this
order. The Bible only states the fact of what God did on each day. It doesnot gointo detail
except on the creation of man. Chapter two goesback and gives amor e detail account of
what was just briefly stated about man in chapter one. The details of these other dayswe can
lear n from science. The Christian says that science can be used to glorify God in that it
spellsout for us just what God did when He set in motion the laws of nature.

Water, for example, is 773 times heavier than air, yet through the process of
evapor ation tons of it are silently lifted into the sky. God wasthe author of automation that
makes man's machines very small in comparison. The wholeworld iswatered by this
process. Theriverscarry the water back to the ocean, and the cycle begins again. The
unbeliever can say what luck that it all wor ked out like this, for life would perish without this
process. The believer, however, says thisismy Father's world, and he hasmade it livable.
The unbeliever isnot so ignorant asto look at a water tower and say, " What luck that there
issuch provision of water." But they can look at the reservoirsin the sky and call it chance,
or they call it the work of M other Nature, but those who have seen the light of God's Word
say with Jer. 10:12-13, "It isHe who made the earth by His power, who established the wor Id
by Hiswisdom, and by His understanding stretched out the heavens. When He uttersHis
voice there is atumult of watersin the heavens, and He makes the mist rise from the ends of
theearth. He makes lightening for therain, and He brings forth the wind from His
storehouses." Personally is behind all the wonder swe see in the univer se.

Someone might say that it seemsstrangethat God would take a whole day just to make
theatmosphere. It isessential, but it isonly air, and air isnothing. Accordingto Roy Laurin
there isin the space the size of a small pinhead 31 quadrillion molecules of nitrogen, 8
guadrillion molecules of oxygen, 16 trillion molecules of car bon dioxide, 400 trillion



molecules of agon, 400 billion molecules of neon, and 2 to 40 billion molecules of helium. |
know there are those who believe nothing but what they can see. They must reject thetruth
of science as well as Scripturethen. For itistheunseenthat makeslife on every level
possible. If the balance of these unseen molecules were not maintained, there would be
univer sal death. We see here the marvelouswisdom of God again. Plantswer e made not
only for food, but also because they set oxygen free for animals were breathe oxygen, and in
turn the animals set carbon dioxide for use by plants. It wason this second day that God
made the environment for life.

Thereality of the unseen isbasis to science and faith. God made us with 5 sensesthat we
might we awar e of far mor e than what we could be by sight alone. If you put sugar in water
it disappear s from sight, but none ar gue from thisfact that it isgone, for their taste budstell
them it is still there. All of us have known the presence of a skunk without ever seeingit, and
so everyone believesin the unseen to some degr ee. Science devices waysto go deeper and
find much morein the unseen world that our senses can detect, but faith goes even beyond
this. Faith is not ignorance, but it isthe greatest intelligence, for it rises to the awareness of
the highest and ultimate unseen reality, which isthe reality of God. So we read in Heb. 11:3,
" By faith we under stand that the world was created by the Word of God, so that what is seen
was made out of things which do not appear."

The Bible makes it clear that not only isthe visible a product of God's creative power,
but also theinvisible, which still does not appear. Col. 1:16 says, " For by Him wer e all
things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. All things were created by Him and
for Him." God forbid then that we praise M other Nature for the marvels which science
reveals. All of our praise belongsto Christ, or more comprehensively to the Triune God of
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We reject those poets who put M other Naturein the place of
God, and who write like Spenser in this poem:

Through knowledge we behold the world's creation,
How in Hiscradle first He fostered was,

And judge of Natur €' scunning oper ation

How things she formed of a formless mass.

He agrees with a Genesis account of how by wisdom the for mless mass of chaos became
an ordered cosmos, but refusesto accept God asitsauthor. Though science and the Bible
agree asto the basic pattern, yet many scientist refuse to accept therevelation that a
personal God isthe source of all theenergy needed to produce this pattern. They arelike a
group of men who find a complex instrument in the desert. They begin a study to figure out
wher eit came from and what it is. Asthey speculate and offer up their learned guesses, a
man comes along and says | made that to measur e the intensity of thelight during and
eclipse. Now this has spoiled the whole thing, for he has shattered all their speculation and
resear ch in an instant. They wanted to discover the origin and pur pose of it. They didn't
want anyoneto tell them right out, for that endsthe search. Many happy debates ar e cut
short and ruined by someone who comes along with the answer. Thisisthe basic reason why
many do not want to listen to the Bible. |f they admit that God was the cause of all, and isthe
sustaining power of all, it stifles the whole search for the answer .



The believer, however, says we ar e satisfied to accept the answer, and to pursue other
problemsfar more crucial to man's well being. Believing scientists also r ecognizethere is
much for science to do after accepting the answer of revelation. Sir Isaac Newton, one of the
greatest of early scientists, said, " He must be blind who from the most wise and excellent
contrivances of things cannot see the infinite Wisdom and Goodness of their Almighty
Creator, and he must bemad and senseless who r efuses to acknowledge them." The believer
sees both the glory of the world and the God it glorifies, and they accept the poetry of men
like Addison who wrote,

The spacious firmament on high,

With all the blue ether eal sky,

And spangled heavens, a shining frame
Their great Original proclaim.
Forever singing as they shine,

The hand that made usis divine.

A pastor in England once preached a sermon on astronomy. Someone came up after and
asked, "W hat practical value istherein such asermon?" He answered, "Noneat all, but it
greatly enlarges my concept of God." | would go even further and say that nothingismore
practical than that which enlarges your concept of God. It isafallacy tothink that the study
of creation, and of the great wonder s of what God hasmade is not spiritual, and of no food
for the spirit for everyday living. What can be more encouraging than to know that the
order, beauty, and marvelous mystery of all about you is the handiwork of one you can know
and pray to asyour heavenly Father?

2. THE WONDER OF WATER Based on Gen. 1:1-2

The Bible beginsand endswith God in the midst of water. It isthe physical substance that is
nearest to the spiritual. It isthe physical source of all life. Thereisno known lifeon earth
that can survive without water. God gave birth to the world out of a mass of water asthe
Holy Spirit hovered over thedeep. The earth wasimmersed in water befor eit came to life.
And so itiswith us. From conception to birth we are immer sed in water. When the water
breakswe are born into a world totally dependent on water. Seven eighths of our body and
OF all animal lifeiswater. Ninetenthsof all plant lifeiswater. 75% of theworldssurfaceis
water .

The clouds above us are floating lakes of water. They aretiny droplets so small that one
hundred billion of them would not fill atea cup. They for m the cloudsthat makerain
possible, which keepsthe world alive. Water isthe blood of thewor Id that giveslifeto all
that God hascreated. The blood in our veins that keepsus aliveis90% water. Water supply
isnot just vital for farmers, it isvital to the life of each one of us.

When everything is wor king normally ther e are about 16 billion tonsof rain that fall on



U.S. soil every day. Wetakewater for granted, but have no idea just how much of it is
needed to keep life going. Ten to twenty tons of water are needed for every bushel of corn
that is harvested. 15 to 20 tonsare needed for every pound of beef, and 120 gallonsfor
every egg. Ifitwasnot for all theirrigation in this country we could be going through a
drought like they often do in Africa. Water isthe blood of our nation just asit isall the
nations of theworld.

Water isalso thekey factor inindustry. All that man makesisjust as dependent on water
asall that God has made. The production of one car requir es 60 thousand gallons of water .
For every gallon of gasyou put in that car, it takes 10 gallons of water to produceit. Water
isthe lifeline of natur e, and also of industry. Nothing significant happensin thisworld
without water.

Therefore, it is not surprising that water playsa major rolein the Bible. It would take
hoursjust toread all of the ver sesin the Bible that deal with water. Some of the highlights
would be-

1. Thecreation.

2. Theflood, where Noah and his family wer e saved by water, and wher e the most
universal symbol God ever created, the rainbow, isdependent upon water .

3. Thegreat exodus of Israel out of Egypt by cr ossing the Red Sea.

4. Thestriking of therock that gave water to I srael, and which the New Testament
sayswas Christ.

5. Thecrossing of Jordan into the Promise Land.

6. The 23rd Psalm where heleads us beside the still waters.

7. Jesusisthewater of life, and He walked on water, and He stilled the stor my waters,
and He turned the water into wine, and He made water basicto the ordinance He gave
to the church to gointo all theworld and baptize. The Lord's Supper hastwo elements
Bread and wine, and both ar e pr oducts of water. Some would add Hiswashing of feet,

another water event.

Thereisno escaping the importance of water for both the physical and spiritual life.
We cannot live without water, and we cannot live a life of obedience to Christ without water.
All thr ee persons of the Godhead ar e identified with water. God the Father saysin Jer. 2:13,
"My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water,
and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisternsthat cannot hold water." Jesus said to the
woman at thewell in John 4:10, " If you knew the gift of God and who it iswho asks you for a
drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water." Later in John
7:37-39 this living water isidentified with the Holy Spirit. Jesussaid, "If aman isthirsty, let
him cometo me and drink. Whoever believesin me, asthe Scripture has said, streams of
living water will flow from within him. By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believe
in Him wereto receive,"

Itisthrough faith in Christ that we receive the Spirit of Christ-the living water, and for
all eternity Jesuswill lead usto springs of living water, says Rev. 7:17. Water isnot only
essential for lifein time, it isbasic even to lifein eternity. Water is forever because God
made it thekey to life. In Rev. 21:6 thereisa fountain of the water of lifein heaven, and in



Rev. 22 thereistheriver of thewater of life that flows from the throne of God and the
Lamb, and produces the fruit of heaven. For all eternity nature and man will still depend
upon the water of life. Therewill beno morethirst in heaven. This may not seem relevant
to us, but for many of God's people in Bible lands this was a precious promise that meant
par adise to them.

Geoffrey M oor house in The Fearful Void tells of running out of water while crossing the
SaharaDesert. He almost died of dehydration, and he writes, " Almost unconscious even of
my mind, | was awar e of trees somewher e ahead, somewher e beyond I brahim and the
Camels, who seem to be a gr eat distance ahead. Then therewasatent. Ibrahim was
sqguatting by it, drinking from hisbrass bowl. Then a small boy wasrunning towar ds me
trying not to spill what wasin the bowl. Thewater in it wasthe color of diluted blood. This
wasthe most beautiful thing in the world, mor e beautiful by far than the stained glass of
Chartres, than afugue by Bach, then the moment after ecstasy with the one woman you love,
or the moment when your son scr ambled to squeeze the breath out of you and say, | think
you're smashing dad. There was nothing in the world as beautiful as thisbowl full of water."
Y ou may never havethisemotional experience with water, for you would haveto pay too
high of a price to have it, but we should be ableto have an intellectual appr eciation of this
experience.

Likethe oceans, therevelation of God about water istwo vast to cover. So we will
specialize on one aspect of water, which isthe water of baptism. It isall awonder, but the
water of baptism has additional wonders. It takes a lot of water to obey Christ and be
baptized. The Ethiopian Eunuch went down into the water, and Lydiawas baptized in the
river, and the early church stressed the importance of being baptized in living water, that is,
in natural flowing water, like the Jordan, where Jesuswas baptized. There wer e no churches
and baptisteries, and so thiswasnot an option open tothem, asitistous. It wasseveral
centuries before baptism inside was accepted as the norm.

Baptism for the early Christians was an experience with nature, as well aswith God.
Thisisstill truefor Christians on many of the missions fields of the world. Rivers, streams,
lakes, and ponds are used all over theworld toimmerse peoplein. Creation isused to
wor ship the God of creation. Baptism is a spiritual use of natureto glorify God. There'sno
way to separate the spiritual and the natural in baptism, for they areone. We cannot do it in
the Lord's Supper either, for you cannot have bread and juice without natur e and the power
of water.

Literal, physical water isnot only essential to physical life, but to a life of obedience to
God, or spiritual life. The person who attemptsto be spiritual without the physical is
for getting just who it isthat created the physical, and that Her ejoicesin it, and expectsthat
we will also, and use it to glorify Him. The point is, baptism linksthe Christian with nature.
We cannot obey God without nature. We can go inside to a man-made baptistery, but we
cannot make water. Water is essential to baptism, and so nature is essential to baptism.

Jesusbegan His own ministry with His baptism in the Jordan. He made baptism in water
a symbol of thetransition from the old to the new. His ministry was to take theworld from
the old covenant to the new covenant in hisblood. Baptism isthe symbol of new beginnings.



M any churches make baptism the transition from being a non-member of the local church to
becoming a member. It means new opportunity, new service, and a new voicein the local
body.

Water isatransition element. We can't explore it in depth, but water is akey factor
inthetransition of the seasons. We use it all the time for transition. From work to a night of
relaxation, we take a shower in between, for we want to clean up and be refreshed for the
evening. Water gives usthe feeling of newness. So it iswith baptism, for it islike a spiritual
bath that cleanses us and makes usready for anew agenda in the will of God. Every square
mile of air has a two and one half million cubic feet of water in it, and thisiscrucial for the
cleansing of the atmosphere. Without thiswater all life would soon choke on the dust and
smoke particlesin theair. Water isthe cleansing agent of the natural world, and God made
it the cleansing agent of the spiritual world aswell. The blood of Christ cleansesusfrom all
sin, and 90% of blood iswater. When Christ's side was pier ced there came forth blood and
water .

The water s of baptism are to be seen as the symbolic cleansing agent of sin. In Acts 22:16
Ananias cameto blind Saul in Damascus and said, " Get up, be baptized and wash your sins
away, calling on Hisname." It isfaith in Christ, and calling on His name that leadsto the
cleansing of sin, but thisis symbolized in baptism. Only God can cleanse from sin, but He
givesthe symbolic power to the water of baptism, and, ther eby, gives a new slant to the old
saying that cleanlinessis next to godliness.

Theold manisburied in baptism, and the new man that rises out of the water isto be a
cleansed man, ready to walk a new path on the Rock, which isChrist, and no longer on the
dusty road of the world. Paul fell on the road to Damascus, and was likely quite dirty. His
baptism could have liter ally washed away the dirt, but it also cleanse him from hisevil
attitude toward Christ and the church. Paul was a new man after hisbaptism because the
old was buried, and he came forth from the water to walk in newness of life.

Lydia was not a wild woman on a rampage against Christianity, and so her baptism was
not as great a cleansing, for she did not have such dirty feet as Paul. Baptism isto be seen as
the symbol of God burying our sins of the past in the deepest sea. We sing,

L et the water and the blood

From thy wounded side which flowed,
Be of sin the double cure,

Cleanse me from its guilt and power.

Cleanliness was next to godliness in the Old Testament. All that was donein thepresence
of God had to be done with the participants cleansed with water. Everything the priest did
had to be preceded by washing, just like a doctor does today before he goesinto surgery.
The high priest on the day of atonement had to wash himself befor e he put on the holy
garments, and after he came out of the holy of holies he had to wash again in water. Our
baptism isvery much likethe high priest getting ready to enter the service of God. Paul in
Gal. 3:27, " For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ." Just asthe high priest put on the holy gar mentsto enter God's presence, so we, in



baptism, put on the most holy gar ment of all, for we put on Christ. We clothe ourselvesin
that which ismost acceptablein the presence of God-His Son. We put on Christ and stand
before God clean and pure. Hereisthe wonder of water par excellence.

Thefish became the symbol of the early Christians. A creature that livesin water became
their primary sign. Likefish, we areto be at home in the environment of the water of life,
and have a hard time when we find our selves cast up on the dry land of the waves of the
world. TheChristian should feel out of hiselement, and very uncomfortable in settings
displeasing to God. They should be eager to get back into the element of Christlike ideals.
Holiness is feeling at homein the realm of the spiritual, and like fish out of water, feeling not
at home in the realm of the worldly.

Our baptism isto mark that time in our lives when we begin to focuson the things of
Christ more completely, and let the things of the wor Id fade into the backgr ound. Baptism is
to bethat bath of transition. We are wash up and leave the grimy work of the world, and
enter into thejoy of serving our Lord. Jesusbegan His public ministry with baptism. Paul
was baptized, and after histimein the desert, he began his public ministry. Baptism isto be
aturning point wherethe goal isto beimmersed in the things of Christ. Baptismisa
commitment to make the Christian life morethan a mer e part time, and side line religion.

Torise from the water and walk in newness of lifeisnot easy, in fact, it isimpossible. Our
very failureto be able to be Christians as we ought to be, isto keep us ever conscious of our
dependence upon Christ. Thewonder of wondersisthat He lovesus, and will useusfor His
glory, even after all we have done out of Hiswill. Andthewonder of water isthat Jesus uses
it to symbolize Hislove for usin forgiving and cleansing us from all sin. Let usnow go and
wor ship our Creator and Redeemer by obeying Him with water.

3. THEMOONIN THE BIBLE Based on Gen. 1:14-19

Bruce Barton said, " When you're though changing, you'rethough." Changeisinevitable,
and one might just aswell refuse to accompany the earth in rotating on itsaxisasto refuseto
accept change. Robert Burnssaid, " Look abroad thro' Natur e'srange, Natur €'s mighty law
ischange." Longfellow pointsout, " Thereareno birdsin last year'snest." Changeis
constant, and Robert Browning feels we should be excited about this fact of reality, for he
writes, " Rejoice that man is hurled, from change to change unceasingly, his soul'swings
never furled."

Changeisessential to progress, and as man's concepts of reality keep changing and
expanding, hedraws near er to the Author of reality, and the God who changesnot. Truth in
any realm pointsto the Author of truth. When man stopped centering his thoughts on
himself alone, and took the whole world into consider ation, he became geocentric. When he
realized that the earth was not the center of the solar system, but that the sun was, he became
heliocentric. Then man learned that the sun isjust one of billions of starsin the galaxy, and
he became galactocentric. The final stage of growth iswhen man learnsthat the one who



made all of the vast universe is a Person, and then they become Christocentric. When we
study space and objects like the moon we ar e studying the handiwor k of Jesus our Savior.
T his changes how we see everything.

There were many who objected to man's going to the moon, and many even said the Bible
taught that it was impossible. They said that it was not God's will for man to go into space.
But Wernher Von Braun, the Christian who wasgreatly responsible for man getting to the
moon said, " ..don't tell me he doesn't belong out there. M an belongs wher ever he wantsto
go." Manismadeto bean adventurer and climb every mountain just because God put it
there. The Bible does not settle all issues dealing with the moon, even though it refersto the
moon 34 timesin the Old Testament and 9timesin the New Testament. Our interest in this
message isto just learn all we can about what the Bible says about the moon.

I. THE PURPOSE OF THE MOON.

Our text makesit clear that the moon was no mer e accident. God created it for a
definite purpose. The God of light filled His cr eation with lights, and He prepar ed the earth
to have a lighting system for both day and night. The creation of the moon was an act of
God'slove for man, even befor e man was cr eated. If there wasno moon or stars, man would
be plunged into total darkness each night. Total darkness, however, isreserved for those
who r eject completely the light of God, and especially the light of the world-Jesus Christ.

The most simple and obvious purpose of the moon isto givelight to the earth at night.
It isthe secondary of the two great lights. The first r eference to the moon in the Bible in
ver se 16 does not nameiit, but it simply callsit the lesser light. Lesser isan understatement,
for it would take 600 thousand full moonsto equal the splendor of the sun. The moon always
plays second fiddle to the sun. In Buddhist thought the sun is spirit and the moon is matter.
Theancient felt that when man died his spirit went to the sun and hisbody to the moon.
Being inferior to the sun lead the ancientsto think of the moon asfemale, and the sun as
male. Wethink of the man in the moon, but the people of the East think of a maiden in the
moon. We shall seethat the Bible followersthe Eastern imagery, and it refers to the moon as
the Queen of heaven. Verse 16 saysa greater light isto rulethe day and the lesser light to
rule the night. It followsthen logically that the sun is king and the moon queen. George
Croly wrote,

How like a queen comes forth the lovely moon,
From the slow opening curtains of the clouds,
Walking in beauty to her midnight throne!

In Gen. 37:9 Joseph had a dream that the sun, moon and eleven stars bowed down to
him. Thesun was hisfather, the moon was his mother, and the eleven stars were his
brothers. We see the moon is associated with the female. Later we shall we that poets always
refer tothe moon asfemale. The moon is second to the sun, but it issuperior tothestars. In
Joseph'sdream the starsarethe children. Herein Gen. 2 it the great lights that ar e stressed
and the stars are merely mentioned. Elsewhere the stars are made much of, but in ter ms of
visible and practical light the moon issuperior to the stars. Sir Henry Wotten wrote,



Y ou meaner beauties of the night,

That poorly satisfy our eyes,

M ore by your number than your light;
Y ou common people of the skies.

What ar e you when the moon shall rise?

The starsthen are the common people of the skies, and the sun and moon are the
royalty. The Bible supportsthisimage, and Milton in Paradise L ost gives a beautiful picture
of it.

Now glow'd the firmament

With living sapphires; Hesperus, that led
Thestrong host, rode brightest, till the moon,
Rising in clouded majesty, at length
Apparent queen, unveil'd her peerlesslight,
And o'er the dark her silver mantle threw.

Thesun, the moon, thestars, in that order isthereglory, for in that order God made them
for the purpose of giving light to the ear th.

In verse 14 we see another pur pose of the moon, and that isto be a sign. God expected
man to be an astronomer. No one putssigns wher e they will never beread. God put the sun,
moon and starsin the sky for signs, and He expected man to read these signsand lear n how
they regulate the days, months and seasons. Man got the point of God's purpose almost
universally. The Chaldeans, Persians, Hindus, Chinese and Egyptians all named the 7 days
of the week after the sun, moon and the planets, just aswe do. We begin with sun-day, then
moon-day, and then Tuesday from the name for M ars, Wednesday from Woden, which isthe
same as M ercury, then Thursday for Thor, who wasalso Jupiter, then Friday for Friga, who
was also Venus, and finally Saturday from Saturn. There aretwo females out of the seven,
and they are the queen moon and VenusFriday.

Themoon is God's calendar in the sky. Psa. 104:19 says, " The moon mar ks off the
seasons..." The movements of the moon determined all of the holy days of the Jews. Their
wholeritual and ceremonial life was guided by the moon. Marking the seasons made the
moon the sign by which men judged seed time and harvest. Many of usare old enough to
remember the song, Shine On Harvest M oon. The moon played such an important role asa
sign of change that it became the weather-woman. Weather-man sounds more normal to us,
but the moon played therolefirst as female. Virgil, theancient Latin writer, said, " I f
unheard cheeksyou see the maiden's blush, the ruddy moon foreshadows that winds will
rush." The people of the old world took weather reportsbased on the moon very seriously.
It could be a matter of lifeand death for those on the sea. Aratus wrote,

Pale moon doth rain, red moon doth blow.
White moon doth neither rain nor snow.

If with deep blush her maiden cheek bered,
Then boisterous wind the cautious sailors dread.



Farmer sthe world over have considered the moon a sign by which they regulate their
activities. The moonsinfluence on the tides connects it with water.
In Egypt the moon means moisture. In Peru at the time of the full moon they have a festival
tothe deities of water. The moons connection with water naturally makesit important to
far merssince they depend on moisture for their livelihood. Y ou can get to much of agood
thing however. In Scotland they have thisadvicein poetry:

If the moon shows like a silver shield,

Y ou need not be afraid to reap your field;
But if sherises haloed round,

Soon we'll tread on deluged gr ound.

I don't know if the weather reports of the past were anymor e unreliable than they are
today, but then all they had to go by were God's signsin the sky. No doubt they were
misread often, and false ideas were imposed on the meaning of these signs, but the fact is,
God intended the moon to be for the purpose of giving men a sign for helping him to
regulate hislife and activitiesin an orderly fashion.

Another purpose of the moon in God'splan isto be a sign of stability and security. This
sounds strange to us because it is the most changeable body in the sky. Juliet wanted no part
of the moon in her romance. Romeo said,

"Lady, by yonder blessed moon | swear

That tipswith silver all these fruit-treetops." Shereplies,
"O! Swear not by the moon, the inconstant moon,

That monthly changesin her circled orb,

Lessthat thy love prove likewise variable."

She missed the point of the moon completely. She failed to see that in all its changesit is
ever the same. It changesin afixed order that issure and reliable. It never fails, for it is
ever the same in its constant change. Speaking of the line of David God assures him in Psa.
89:37, "Likethe moon it shall endure forever; it shall stand firm while the skiesendure.” In
Psa. 72:5,7 thereisareferenceto arighteousking, and it says," M ay helive...aslong asthe
moon, throughout all generations." "In hisdays may righteousness flourish, and peace
abound, till the moon be no more." InJer. 31:35 God assures | srael she shall endure aslong
asthe fixed order of the moon. Because of such promiseswe read thisin the Jewish
Encyclopedia: " The moon, on account of its monthly reappearance, isconsidered the
emblem of Israel: Thelatter, like the moon, undergoing several phases through per secution
without being destroyed." One of the purposes of the moon isto givethe believer asignin
the heavens of God'sunchanging faithfulnessin the midst of constant change.

In contrast to thisthe moon isalso God's primary sign for expressing Hisjudgment. We
cannot take time now to look at all the passagesin the prophets where God war ns of blotting
out the sun, moon and starsin anger against Israel. The moon plays a uniquerole as a sign,
for it isassociated with blood. In Joel 2:31 weread, " The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes." Themoon as
asign of judgment isdominant in the New Testament. Six out of theninereferencesareto
itsuseas asign of wrath. In Actsand Revelation the moon islike blood, and the Gospel



refer to it as ceasing to give light after the tribulation. L uke does not mention loss of light or
likeness to blood, but adds some interesting detail. In Luke 21:25 weread, " There will be
signsin the sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distr ess of nationsin perplexity at
theroaring of the sea and the waves." Great tidal waves will result from God's use of the
moon in judgment.

At thetime of judgment the friendly moon, which causesthe beneficial tides will
suddenly become an enemy with power to flood the world. Thebeliever can look at the moon
asasign of security, but the unbeliever who does not r epent befor e the day of the L ord will
be destroyed by itspower. The moon isa faithful friend, but also a fearful foe. The moon
has determined the outcome of more than one battle. The most famousisthat in Joshua
10:12-13 wher e Joshua prays, " Sun, stand thou still at Gibeon, and thou moon in thevalley
of Aijalon. And the sun stood still and the moon stayed, and | srael defeated the Amorites.”
Fascinating books ar e written on thisevent. Marvelous has been the influence of the moon
on this ear th physically, historically, and even spiritually.

Thefinal sign we want to consider isthe one, which ismost popular. Themoon isa
symbol of beauty. In the romantic context of the love song of Solomon the beautiful maiden
isreferred toin 6:10 as being fair asthe moon. After bouncing around in its dust maybe the
men who walked on the moon could no longer say thisto their wives. The beauty and
romantic value of the moon depends upon distance. It would be abarren and desolate place
for ahoneymoon. God'sart inthesky islikegreat art on earth; it looks better at a distance.
The moon has stimulated more poetry on lovethan any other heavenly body. It movesmen's
heartsasit movesthesea. K eatsasks,

What is therein thee, moon that thou
Shouldst move my heart so potently.

The Hebrews used a special word for the moon when they spoke of the moon in poetry.
They used a wor d, which means whitenessrather than the usual word that meanswonderer.
Themoon hasa special place in poetry because men can gaze on its beauty, but they cannot
gaze at the sun. It will remain a symbol of beauty and romance in spite of space travel and
man's growing technical knowledge of it. The skeptical poet wrote, "

O sing no more of the moon, poets, no mor e of the moon,
We have measured her round and through the middle,
We have weighed her mass, and spectroscopical evidence
Pointsto the absence of gas.

None of thiswill prevent men from continuing to have the experience God intended
them to have, and which Emerson describes when he writes, " The man who has seen the
rising moon break out of the clouds at midnight, has been present like an archangel at the
creation of light and of theworld." God made the moon for many pur poses, and though
both the Old and New Testamentsrefer to eternity where the moon will be absent, for Christ
will be the light and center of all things, yet till then the moon will faithfully fulfill these
purposes we have considered. Just briefly now we will look at-



II.THE PERILSOF THE MOON.

The lack of air and water are perils for men who go there, but long before men ever
thought of meeting the moon face to face, the moon presented a serious problem. It wasthe
peril of idolatry. Worship of the moon is probably the oldest idolatry. It was wor ship before
the sun in the ancient near East. In thoselandswheretheintense sun scor ched the earth
nothing was more pleasant and beautiful than the cool light of the moon at night. Add this
to its connection with water and crops, and you can see why it became an object of wor ship.

In Israel the moon became a competitor with Jehovah for the loyalty of the people. Job
31:26-27 refersto the kissing of the hand on seeing the moon as an act of adoration. In Jer.
7:18 God in anger refersto the Jewish women making cakes for the Queen of heaven, which
wasthe moon. In Jer. 44:15-23 there is adebate over burning incense to the Queen of
heaven, and pouring out libationsto her. Some argue that thisleadsto plenty and
prosperity, but Jeremiah says not so, for it leadsto the wrath of God. If wehad time we
could trace moon wor ship all around the world, even to the American Indians. The
Egyptians even wor shipped the cat because itseyes ar e like the moon, and they can change
from slim crescentsto round balls.

A more modern form of idolatry of the moon is expressed by the poet, who feels he has
found the secret of successin living by the moon. It isreally the same old idolatry of getting
a deity who will serve you.

Go plant the bean when the moon islight,
And you will find that thisisright;

Plant the potatoes when the moon is dark,
And to thisline you always hark;

But if you vary from thisrule,

You will find you are afool;

If you always follow thisruleto the end,

Y ou will always have money to spend.

TheJewsbelieved thisfor awhile, and God had to bring them to poverty to get them
away from idolatrous loyalty to the moon. Fred Allen had a more realistic view of the
economic status of the moon. He said the sky is poor tonight, for the moon is down to its last
guarter. God intended the moon to be a benefit to man, and learning to read its signs can
bring economic benefit, but like all good things, the moon too becomes a cur se when we seek
the gift and forget the giver. Idolatry istaking a good thing and forgetting to thank the one
who gave it. All of the heavenly bodies are a part of God's handiwor k, and they declare His
glory. Weread them wrong if our awe and wonder doesnot go beyond them to their maker.

Psa. 148:3 says, " Praise Him, sun and moon, praise Him, all you shining stars!" If we
see thisasthe greatest purpose of the moon, we will avoid the peril of the moon, which isthe
peril of idolatry. L ike the astr onautswe have only touched down on this subject, and we
have only picked up pebbles of truth, but if we use them right we can glorify Christ by using
the heavensto witness of Him for many moons.



4. THE BIRDSOF THE BIBLE Based on Gen. 1:20-23

Edwin M arkham the great poet one day told hisfiveyear old boy Virgil that thereis
poetry in everything--atree, a board, a stone, a cliff; in food and drink or day and dar k--in
everything. Virgil stood looking out the window, and he saw a birds nest. He urged his
father to come and look, and said defiantly, "there'sa bird's nest, father! Let's seeyou write
a poet about it!" Markham accepted the challenge. He sat down and wr ote one of the most
beautiful poems of hiscareer.

There are three green eggs in a small brown pocket,
And the breeze will swing and the gale will rock it,
Till thr ee little birds on the thin edge teeter,

And our God be glad and the wor ld be sweeter!

Thispoem isbiblical in content for the Bible supportsthat broad statement that the birth
of birds makes God glad and the world sweeter. When God cr eated the birds He saw that it
was good, and he blessed them and commanded them to multiply on the earth. They obeyed,
and there are now between 8 and 9 thousand different kinds of birdson theearth. God isa
lover of beauty and variety.

Thevalue of birdsisnot limited to being objects of beauty to inspire poetry, however. In
Gen. 1:26 God made man to have dominion over the birds of theair. M an hasdonethis, and
has used birdsfor avariety of practical values. All through history birds have been a gr eat
help to man, and they have saved many lives. In the ancient world of the East they were so
important for clearing the land of dead animals and insects that |aws wer e passed
authorizing the death penalty for anyone to who killed them. They were man'soriginal
garbage disposals. Today they play a health r ole by being used for experiments.

There military value hasbeen known for centuries. Few peoplerealize that birds helped
the alliesdefeat Germany. England had between 50 and 75 thousand birdsin military
service. Every bomber carried one or two pigeonsto race back with and SOSin case of
trouble. Dived bombing hawks wer e tr ained to knock Ger man carrier pigeonsout of the sky.
Othersweretrained to help and seerescue work, and are credited with saving many British
and American lives.

Weare all aware of the increase use of birdsas pets, and of trained birdsfor
entertainment in the circus. The question for us, however,is not, do birdshave avariety of
poetic and practical values, but do they have theological values? That is, do they play an
important enough rolein God'sword to justify the use of pulpit timefor their
consider ation? Can a sermon on the birds be Biblical and valuable in fulfilling a Biblical
purpose? Theanswer is, not only isaBiblical sermon on birds possible, it is essential if one
isto proclaim the whole counsel of God. Birdsplay arolein Scripturethat isbeyond the
imagination of the average Christian. There arethree hundred referencesto birdsin the
Bible, and many of them with significant messages. If weareto live by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God, then we must give sometimeto the study of birds. Many



of the great Bible character s wer e bird lovers and much of thefinest bird poetry has been
written by Christians.

Jesuswas a bird lover, and bird watcher, and used these feathered friends often in His
teaching. In fact, He used them more than any other creature. Alice Parmelee, in her book,
ALL THE BIRDSOF THE BIBLE, writes, " The Bibleisrich inits appreciation of nature,
but it contains nothing to equal Jesus' awareness of the wonder and beauty and meaning of
creation. All naturewasto him a finger pointingto God." It isby Hisauthority and
command that we are studying the birds. In M att. 6:26 as Jesus sat on the hillside teaching
He pointed to the birdsoverhead and said, " L ook at the birdsof the air, they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns, yet your heavenly father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they?" Jesus pointsour eyesto the birdsasillustrations of God's care. He also
said not a sparrow falls without God's knowledge. When he sought for anillustration of
what he wanted His disciplesto be, He urged them to be wise as ser pents but harmless as
doves. He used birdsin His parables of the sower and the mustard seed, and on other
occasions, which we shall see later.

The key text isMatt. 23:37 where Jesus compares Hislove and compassion for Israel to
the love of a mother hen. He said, " How often would | have gather ed your children together
asahen gathersher brood under her wings, and you would not." In thisverse Jesustakes
on Himself the image of God in the Old Testament where wings ar e constantly referred to as
the believer s place of protection.

Psalm 17:8 " Hide mein the shadow of your wings" cries David as he seeks a refuge.
Psalm 36:7 " The childr en of men take refugein the shadow of your wings."

Psalm 61:4" O to be safe under the shelter of your wings."

Psalm 63:7 " In the shadow of your wings| sing for joy." And there are many others.

Bird life and theology are linked together all through the Bible. The Third Person of the
Trinity-the Holy Spirit, issymbolized asa dove. He took upon Himself the form of a dove at
the baptism of Jesus. Thevery first image we have of God in the Bibleisin Gen. 1:2 where
we see the Spirit of God hovering over the face of the waters. Theimageis of abird without
spread wings fluttering over itsnest protectively. The Hebrew word hereisthe very same
word used in Deut. 32:11 whereweread of God'scare for Israel. "Like an eagle that stirsup
itsnest, that flutter sover itsyoung." Thisimage hasfound itsway into numer ous hymns.
Under HisWingsisthe best known, but we sing of God's wings often. Here are a few
examples.

1. "PraiseyetheLord who o'er all things so wondrously reigneth,
Shelter sthee under Hiswings, Y ea, so gently sustainth.

2. "How oft in grief hath he not brought relief,
Spreading Hiswingsfor to shadethee."

3. "Benot dismayed what'er betide, God will take car e of you.
Beneath Hiswings of love abide, God will take care of you."

We see that not only the Bible, but our hymnology also isfilled with bird imagery. People
in Biblelands, in Bible times wer e mor e conscious of birdsthan we are. They were closer to



nature, and their way of lifeled them to observethebirds. In what useto be Canaan, and
then Palestine, and which isnow Israel, there are 360 to 400 species of birds. Theland is
only 140 mileslong, and so a high-flying eagle can actually see the whole length of the land
from Dan to Beersheba. TheBible has 50 different Hebrew and Greek namesfor birds of
that land.

God gave laws to His people concerning birds. In Deut. 22:6-7 weread, " I f you come
acr oss a bird's nest beside theroad, either in atree or on the ground, and the mother is
sitting on the young or on the eggs, do not take the mother with the young. You may take the
young, but be sureto let the mother go, so that ismay go well with you and you may have a
long life." God takes birds so seriously that obedience to His concer n about them leadsto
the same blessing asrespect for ones parents. Motherhood issacred not just in human life,
but in bird lifeaswell. Theideas of animal sanctuaries, game preserves, and humane
societies all grow out of God's love for, and compassion for birds and animals. God even
made Histemple a bird sanctuary. In Psalm 84:3-4 weread, " Even the sparrow has found a
home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young-a place near your
altar, O Lord Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed ar e those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you." Herewe see birds and believer stogether in thetemple praising
their creator.

We cannot begin to cover all that the Bible says about birds, but we want to start at the
beginning and go asfar aswe can. Thisfirst chapter of Genesistellsusthat God created
birds befor e man, and so birds are older than man, and lived on earth befor e man, and this
fitsthe factsof science. They have seniority in time, but man was made to have dominion
over them--to raise them, kill them, eat them, train them, enjoy them, for they ar e for man.

In Gen. 2:19-20 we come upon the father of bird watcher s and or nithology. This passage
says Adam gave namesto all the birds of the air. Adam had to observe and study the birds
to givethem fitting names. God expected man to study all of nature for thiswasthe only way
he could have dominion over it. Aswe move on the drama of the fall of man we do not see
birds playing any role. Birds cannot chooseto defy God. They remain loyal to God, and
when man is put out of the Gar den of Eden, the birds continue to enjoy its beauty and fr uit.

God in Jer. 8:7 contrasts the obedience of birdswith the disobedience of men. " Even the
stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and the thrush observe
the time of their migration. But my people do not know the requirementsof the Lord." God
isthe greatest bird watcher of all, for He gets delight from them even when men are a great
disappointment. God gloriesin His creation, and in Psalm 50:10-11 God sayswith a sense of
honest pridethat He ownsthe cattle on athousand hillsand then adds, " | know every bird in
the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine." Don't knock the birds, for they give
God pleasure, for they did not fall as man did.

When God's cup of wrath wasfilled, and He destroyed man in the flood, all living
creatur es had to suffer and die with man, but birdswere preserved in the Ark along with
man and all other creatures. When the Ark cameto rest, theroll of birdsis magnified. They
became the stars of the drama, and Noah was dependent on them. Only abird could find
land and be a messenger in those unique conditions of a flooded world. All human and



animal life was helpless. Only abird could be of any use. Thebird, therefore, has the honor
of being the first valuable servant of man after the world wasdestroyed. Thebird to have
thishonor, plusthe honor of being the first mentioned in the Bibleistheraven. In Gen. 8:6-
7 weread, " After 40 days Noah opened the window he had madein the Ark and sent out a
raven, and it kept flying back and forth until the water had dried up on the earth."

Noah had become a bird watcher in the Ark, if he was not one before, for he knew the
nature of the raven and decided it was the bird most likely to succeed. It isthebird that uses
itsbrain the most. It can be taught to say a few words. It can fly long distances without
stopping and has no fear of storms. It was also the bird most likely to return with something
it found. They loved to pick up things and they are very attached to their mates and remain
united for life. But the raven apparently perched on top of the Ark, going to and fro until
the water dried up and never cameback inside. Some have concluded that theraven failed
Noah, and even deserted him. Stories have developed saying that theraven was once white,
but was turned black as punishment for deserting Noah. Bird lovers, however, know that the
raven'ssin isonly in theimagination of the critic, for the Bible reveals admiration for the
raven aswell asthe dove. In the Song of Songs5:11-12 we read the description of a
handsome lover. "His head is purest gold; hishair iswavy and black asaraven. His eyes
arelike doves by the waters streams, ...." Black like araven isa compliment like tall, dark
and handsome.

The proof that Noah's choice was wise and that the raven did not fail isfound in the fact
that when God wanted a feather ed servant to do ajob, he also selected the raven. In| Kings
17 weread of God telling Elijah to hide by the brook Cherith, and in verse four He says,
"You will drink from the brook, and | have or dered theravensto feed you there." The
obedience of the ravens was swift, and verse 6 says, " The ravens brought him bread and
meat in the mor ning and bread and meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook." The
tradition of the ravens being helpful passed down even through pagan sources. And ancient
Babylonian tablet has thisinscription--" A raven, the bird that helpsthe Gods." Shakespeare
picked up thison thisideain THE WINTER TALE. He hasacharacter say as he isforced
to expose an infant to death, " Come on poor babe: Some power ful spirit instruct the kites
and ravensto bethy nurses."

Theraven isa symbol of God's care, and it issingled out as the bird that God makes sure
toget fed. In Job 38:41 weread, " Who provides food for the raven when itsyoung cry out
to God and wander about for lack of food." Psalm 147:9 says, "He provides food for the
cattle and for the young ravens when they call." Most interesting of all isthe fact that Jesus
singles them out also, and in Luke 12:24 says, " Consider the ravens: They do not sow or
reap, they have no store room or barn; yet God feedsthem. And how much more valuable
you arethan birds!"

Jesustells usto consider the raven--look at them--study them, and seek God's care for
them, and learn that He caresmorefor you. Thismakesit clear that itisright, and even a
part of God'swill, that ravens find food accor ding to their habitsas God madethem. Itis
not evil that raven eat dead and rotting animals. Their association with death haslead to
them becoming known as birds of doom. We could spend an hour just looking at the
superstitions connected with ravens. Theonly negative thing in the Bibleisthat they are on



thelist of birdsnot to be eatenin Lev. 11:13-19. Thereare 20 birdsin that list which are an
abomination. Thissimply meansthey were unfit for human consumption. They werethe
fish and flesh eater s, and their meat was just not good.

The ravens habit of eating the eyes of itsvictimsfirst hasled to numerousreferencesin
literature. The proverb is, " Nourish araven and he will scratch out thine eyes." Children
were warned to obey their parentsor the raven would get their eyes. The origin of thisis
Proverbs 30:17. " The eye that mocks afather, that scorns obedienceto a mother, will be
pecked out by theravens of thevalley...." Thisisequivalent to the saying of our day, be
good or the ghost will get you. Theraven is associated with ghosts all through history. In
Swedish folklore ravens are the ghosts of murdered people who have not had Christian
burial. In Russia, a witch's spirit takes the form of araven. Pagan folklore usesthe raven
for an evil symbol. In some cases they are lucky, but ar e usually symbols of bad luck.
Swainson writes,

To seeoneraven islucky, tistrue,
But itscertain misfortune to light upon two,
And meeting with threeisthe devil!

The Bible should keep Christians from having any of many foolish superstitions of the
pagan world in connection with ravens. Theraven is a faithful servant of God, and the first
pioneer to fly into the new world from Noah's ark. Let ususethis knowledgeto stir up
interest intheword of God. Time does not allow usto study the second bird Noah let loose
fromtheark. There are at least 46 r eferences to this most famous Bible bird, the dove.

TheBibleisaliteral aviary filled with feathered friends and fascinating factsto give the
Christian a foundation for speaking of God's glory at the sight of any bird. Every wingin
the sky isaflying witnessto the care and providence of God. William Cullen Bryant, asa
young man, was discour aged about his future as he walked across the hills. His eye caught a
solitary bird winging itsway over thehorizon. Thissight inspired him and he wrote his
famous poem, " To a Waterfoul." Itislong, but one stanza goes like this-

Hewho from zone to zone,

Guides through the boundless sky thy certain flight,
Inthelong way that | must tread alone,

Will lead my steps aright.

A bird spoketo him of God's providential guidance, and he was encouraged, and hisfaith
was uplifted. Thiswasno accident, for God intends for birdsto be His messengers. The
saying, " A little birdie told me," comes from the Bible. In Eccles. 10:20 we are warned to be
awar e of evil thoughts and words, " ...because a bird of the air may carry your words and a
bird on the wing may report what you say." Thereisjust no getting around the importance
of therole of birds. God loves birds and birdslove God. There arethousands of bird lovers
who could beled to lovetheir creator if Christianswould lear n more about what the Bible
says about them and share it with people. Jesus said, " Behold the birds of the air, " with the
ideain mind that we would learn from them the values he intends to convey through them.
Let usbe awarethat the study of birdsisnot for the birds, but isfor the glory of God.



5. TALKING TREES based on Judges 9:7-15

One of the questions most often debated among amateur philosopher siswhether or not a
tree falling in the woods makes any noiseisno one isaround to hear it? From a biblical
per spectivethereisnever atime when the treesar e not being heard, for if we take seriously
the Lordship of Christ over all creation, then we know he hear s not only the music of the
spheres, but the songs of the forests as well. They are per petually making sound, even when
they are not falling.

Treesarevery musical in theBible. In | Chron. 16:33 weread, " then shall the trees of the
wood sing for joy beforetheLord." In Ps. 96:12 weread again, " Then shall the trees of the
wood sing for joy beforethe Lord." Isaiah mentionsthe trees getting excited several times.
In 44:23 they break forth in singing, and in 55:12 all the trees of the field clap their hands.
All of thisisfigurative and poetic language, but trees do literally make a variety of noises.
Bark peels off some with noise; bamboo gr ows so fast it whines. The canon-ball and shotgun
trees actually have fruit that explodes and send seed flying up to 200 ft. There are crying
trees on Pacific Ocean islands. The flowers make a peculiar crying sound when they open.
Thetropical Asian tree called the woman'stongue rattles like mad from the seeds in afoot
long pod asthewind blows.

We seldom think about it, but trees do have mor e than a poetic connection with music.
M any of the musical instruments of the Old Testament wer e made of wood, just asthey are
today. Man in hisdominion over the treeshas used them to produce music for the praise of
God. We have modified treesin our piano and organ. Tr ees have other connections as well,
for they haveinspired men to write great music. One of the greatest examplesis Beethoven.
Listen to hisprayer to God in the woods. " Almighty One, in thewoods | am blessed...Every
tree speaks through Thee, O God! What glory isin the woodland! On the heightsis peace,
peace to serveHim."

Bernard of Clairvoux wrote anumber of hymns. The best known isJesus The Very
Thought Of Thee. He wrote thisin the 12th century. "What | know of the divine sciences and
Holy Scriptures, | learned in the woods and thefields. | have had no other mastersthan the
beeches and the oaks." Many true loversclaim tolearn much from the trees. This should not
be surprising to the Bible student, for the first r eference to knowledge in the Bible is
connected with atree. God filled the Garden of Eden with trees of beautiful and delicious
fruit, and one of them was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Another unique tree
that was there wasthe tree of life. All who love Jesus Christ will one day ear of thistreein
heaven. It isthe most uniquetreeever, for Rev. 22:2 saysit has 12 kinds of fruit, and yields
itsfruit each month. It will be a per petual fruit of the month club to have accessto thistree
in heaven.

Thereisso much in Scripture about trees that we can only survey the subject in one
message. There are over 500 refer enceto trees, and they play amajor rolein God's
revelation. Thetext we arelooking at in Judges 9 is not the most important, but it isthe most



conspicuous. There are only two fablesin all of the Bible, and both of them r e fables of
talking trees. Here and the other oneisin Il Kings 14:9. The one here has a powerful
political message. Gideon, the great judge of Israel had 70 sons, and when he died one of his
sons by the name of Abimelech decided to eliminate all the competition. He killed all of the
sons of Gildeon except Jotham. He was the youngest, and he hid. The people then made
Abimelech their king by agreat oak tree.

Jotham heard of this, and he came and stood on the side of the mountain overlooking
them. He spoke this fable as a political speech. It has many valuable implications we cannot
get into now, but the gist of it isthis: The highest placesin the state should be given only to
the best of men. Thetragedy, however, isthat the best men ar e often content to let someone
elsedothejob. Theresult isthe greedy and unscrupulous get into places of leader ship and
ever yone suffers. Bad men become leader s because good men would rather not get involved.
Theend result isthey are involved in afirethat consumes good and bad alike.

Theolive, the fig, and the vine repr esented the finest trees of the society. The bramble was
good for nothing but fuel. The bramble repr esented Abimelech. He wasthe wor st possible
choice, but they chose him, and if you read on, you see thefable fulfilled. He became a
treacheroustyrant, and he set fireto over athousand men and women in the tower of
Schechem. M any feel thisis probably the oldest fablein history. It is different than most of
thereferencesto treesin the Biblein that it isquite negative. Thisis dueto them being used
toillustrate human nature. They are made to be complacent, foolish, gullible, and danger ous.
Literal trees can have some negative aspects too. One little boy complained,

I've one complaint against the trees,
It doesn't seem just right,

The way they stand with outstretched arms
To catch afellows kite.

We have littleto complain about, however, compar ed to David's son Absolom. Hegot his
hair caught in an oak tree, and as he hung ther e he wasKkilled. A tr ee helped get him
murdered. On the other hand, it was the sycamor e tree that aided little Zaccheaus to see
Jesus, and Jesus him, and so a tree helped him to salvation and getting into the kingdom of
God. The positive values of trees outweigh any negatives. " Cursed in every man who is
hung on atree." That isthe negative side of the cross. But that tree split timein half and
opened the door to eternity for all who put their trustin the Christ of the cross. He bore our
sins their, and makesit possible for usto bereconciled to God.

Thetree has always been associated with man's salvation. God commanded Noah to make
an ark of gopher wood, for only trees could save man in the flood. We ar e being saved every
day by the trees, for they keep our atmosphere so it isbreathable for us. Without them we
would soon perish. Inlsa.11:1weread, " There shall come forth a shoot from the ssump of
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of hisroots." Thisisatreebeing used toillustratethe
coming of the M essiah. Y ou have, no doubt, seen a stump of atreethat looks dead, and yet
out of it will come shoots with new life. We have just such atreein the back of our house. It
was cut off, and yet out of the stump has come an entire new tr ee with many branches.
Zech. 3:8 also refer sto the M essiah as T he Branch.



Jesus said hewasthe vine and we ar e the branches. Paul devotes almost the whole of
chapter 11 of hisletter to the Romansin describing the Church and Israel as branches being
cut off and grafted into the olive tree. Tree imagery iseverywhere in Scripture. Why isit
that the treeis so prominent in biblical imagery? It is because the treeisthe source of lifein
so many ways. The mor e you study their role in keeping life going in creation, the moreyou
can under stand Joyce Kilmer's poem-

| think that | shall never see

A poem lovely asatree.

Poems are made by foolslike me,
But only God can make a tr ee.

The breath of life comes from trees. They take in carbon dioxide and give off the oxygen
necessary for man to breathe. When you look at a tree, remember it isyour friend providing
you with the breath of life. So the tree of Calvary makes it possible for usto receive the
Spirit of God, or the breath of God, that gives lifeto our spirit. All that the Holy Spirit does
inour lifeiscalled thefruit of the Spirit, and again we see the treeimage with its fruit. A tree
isknow by itsfruit, and so isthe believer.

I n the Song of Solomon 2:3 Jesus Christ is described as fruitful tree among the tr ees of
the woods. Jesus stands out from all the othersin hisvalue and usefulness to mankind. Like a
fruit bearing treein the midst of trees with nothing but leaves, isour Lord. Astreesarethe
source of so much medicine for the health of man, so Jesusisthe Great Physician. Trees play
arolein healing, and are symbolic of Jesus.

Jonathan Edwar dsis most known for hishell fire preaching, but he also used treesin
much of histeaching. Herefersto the balm in Gilead, the chief medicine for healing wounds
in the land of Israel. It isprocured by pier cing the balsam tree and thetr ee bleeds this
healing balm. So the piercing of Christ and the flowing of his blood providesthe healing
stream for our souls. M oses cast a tree into the bitter water and they became sweet waters,
and so Jesuswhen taken into the bitter watersof our life makesthem sweeter, and we
becomelike Ps. 1 says, "trees planted by therivers of water, that bringsforth itsfruit in its
season, and it leaf does not wither, and in all that he does he prospers.”

Ps. 92:12-14 says, " Therighteousflourish like the palm tree, and grow like a cedar inn
Lebanon. They are planted in the house of the Lord, they flourish in the courts of our God.
They still bring forth fruit in old age, they ar e ever full of sap and green,..." God delightsin
fruit trees that bear much fruit. They are one of the marvels of hisgenius, and helovesthem.
He was concer ned lest men in the heat of war be destructive of fruit trees and so in Deut
20:19 he command his people, "When you besiege a city for a long time, making war against
itin order totakeit, you shall not destroy itstrees by wielding an axe against them; for you
may eat of them, but you shall not cut them down." God was concer ned about ecology long
before it became an issue with man.

Fruit trees that bore not fruit could be cut down. Jesus cursed afigtreein aparabolic act
to symbolize that Israel was a fruitlesstree, and so the axe wasto be wielded against it. But if
I srael would repent she would become a fruitful tree, and the remnant who became the



church did just that. God spokethe same language in the Old Testament. God saysthisif
his people will repent and return to him in Hos. 14:5-6, " | will be asthe dew to Israel; he

shall blossom asthelily, he shall strike root as the poplar; his shoots shall spread out; his

beauty shall be like the olive, and his fragrance like L ebanon."

God even identifies himself with the evergreen in Hos. 14:8 where he says, " | am like a
green pine; your fruitfulness comes from me." All through the Bible the tree playsa major
rolein imagery toillustrate the Persons of the Godhead. Treesalso play amajor rolein the
spread of the Gospel, and all of God'srevelation in that the Bible is made from treesin most
cases.

Treeillustrationsdo not always convey a message that gets acr oss, however. A teacher
wastelling her class of how Sir I saac Newton sat under an appletr ee and watched an apple
fall, and it led him to the discovery of gravitation. She said, " Isn't that wonder ful?" "Y eah,"
said one guy in the back of the room. " But if hewould have been sitting in school like we are
now it never would have happened.”

God isagreat tree lover and planter. Just afew of the many verseswill give you the
picture. In Gen. 2:8-9 weread that God planted a garden in Eden, and out of the ground he
made to grow every treethat is pleasant to the sight and good for food. God created many
treesjust for their beauty. They serve no other pur pose than that of pleasing the eye. God
loves order and beauty. In Num. 24:5-6 Balaam in blessing | srael describes her beauty.
"How fair areyour tents, of Jacob.....like valleys that stretch afar, like gardens beside a
river, like aloesthat the Lord planted, like cedar trees beside the waters." God's creation,
and especially histrees, become a standard for testing the beauty of man made things. When
man conformsto the order of God he achieves true beauty in his planning. When man plans
a beautiful setting in the home or business, or office, he plant trees of some kind to enhance
the beauty of the man made with the Creator made images.

When man becomes car eless with trees and destroys them with no thought of their
importance, he bringsjudgment on himself. So much sorrow and famine have been caused
by the willful destruction of trees. But so many blessings have come to man by the
preservation of trees. Arbor day used to be apopular holiday in America. It wasa day for
planting trees, and it had an impact on schools and churches, and it transformed the state of
Nebraska.

God isthe great tree planter. In Ps. 104:16 weread, " The treesof the Lord are watered
abundantly, the cedar s of L ebanon which he planted." Jesus also speaks of the green thumb
of hisheavenly Father in Matt. 15:13. " Every plant which my heavenly Father has not
planted will berooted up." All of natureisthe garden of God. Trees arethe oldest living
things on this planet. Some are four and five thousand year s old, and so they have survived
through almost all of the known history of man. They are marvelsof God's handiwork.

Martin Luther loved hisappletree. It was a time of great turmoil and trial, but he said,
"Even if | knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, | would still plant my apple
tree." The planting of a tree is asymbol of hope for the future. We had a tree in the back of
our housein South Dakota that bore delicious apples. It was planted by a pastor of the



church | was serving over 20 years before | came. | was so grateful for a man who looked
ahead and planted atreethat would be a blessing to other in the future.

TheBibleimpliesthat a man of wisdom will have a love of, and a knowledge of trees.
Solomon wasthe wisest man of histime by God'sgrace. | Kings4:29 says, " And God gave
Solomon wisdom and understanding beyond measur e, and largeness of mind like the sand on
the seashore." How did he use hiswisdom, and how did he expressit so asto draw kings and
gueens of all the nation to hear him? Verse 33 tellsus: " He spoke of trees, from the cedar
that isin L ebanon to the hyssop that grows out of the wall."

The Biblerefersto 37 specific trees, and many of them with practical and symbolic value.
Thelittle we have consider ed of thisforest of beauty and wealth isjust enough to stimulate
your awareness of God'slovefor trees, and the vast r esource they arefor growth in spiritual
wisdom. One prominent educator said, " Any teacher who hasnot taste for trees, shrubs or
flowersis unfit to be placed in charge of children." This may be extreme, but thereisno
doubt one would be better teacher if they had a taste for trees. One would also be amore
effective Christian witnessif they had a taste for trees. Southey, the poet, wrote,

O Reader! Hast thou ever stood to see

TheHolly tree?

The eye that contemplates it well perceivesits glossy leavesl
Order'd by an intelligence so wise'

As might confound the atheist's sophistries.

There are over 20 referencesto leaves alonein Scripture. Many of the most sacr ed
objectsin Israel's worship were made from trees. You have the Ark of the Covenant, and the
cherubim. It was no accident that the Son of God incarnate was a wor ker with wood as a
car penter, and no mer e accident that he wasnot stoned, but instead, nailed to atree. God
deliberately made the tree the most prominent symbol in his plan from paradise lost to
par adise regained. The car penter of Nazareth built a bridgeto God on the tree of Calvary.

If wewant to be deeply rooted in God's will; if we want the stability of Cedar of Lebanon,
and the fruit of atree planted by theriver of water; if we long to be as pleasant and helpful
asthe palm in the desert, and if we want to be a tree of righteousness and one day eat of the
fruit of the tree of life, then we must come to the M aster of treeswho died on atreeto set us
free from the power and penalty of sin. We ar e not talking poetry, but plain fact. | f we do not
receive Jesus as Savior, and walk in thelight of hislove, we will have no right to eat from
that tree of life. Thecrossisthe greatest talking tree, for it issayingto all, " Come and taste
of the fruit of salvation. Come and find rest, and receive from Christ God'svery best."

6. THE TREASURESOF THE SNOW Based on Job
37:1-14 and 38:22



I't was one of the strangest funerals on record. Nobody was being buried, but things were
being buried in alot of little graves, and in one, the Bible was being buried. Shackleton and
hismen were exploring the Antarctic when they wer e over whelmed by the forces of nature.
Their ship, Endurance, unfortunately, could not endure the pressure of theice, and it was
crushed into splinters. Shackleton and his men were adrift on an island of ice. Hewas
convinced their only hope wasto move acrosstheiceto the other side of the floe.

He ordered his men to sift through their belongingsand reduce their luggage to two
pounds each. It was a sad sight to watch as they each went apart, dug a holein the snow, and
began to dispose of their possessions. Bundlesof lettersthey had from their wives were
placed in their miniature mausoleums. Little giftsthat they had received before leaving
from England, and all of the sentimental things had to go, except the lightweight pictur es of
their wives and sweethearts.

M eanwhile, Shackleton had to make a decision as he sorted through things. What should
he do with the ships Bible. It was a gift from the Queen Alexandra. It wastoo heavy to carry
along, but could it be abandoned? Shackleton decided to compromise. Hetore out the fly
leaf burying the Queensinscription in her own handwriting, and he tore out one page of the
Bible. Which page would you chooseto saveif you could only save one? It would not likely
be the one which he choose, but you would not likely be in his situation either. He selected
the leaf containing the 37th and 38th chapters of Job.

They were marooned on an island of snow and ice, and these chaptersreminded them that
God was the author and creator of snow and ice. It seemed like a God for saken place, but
these chapters kept them awar e that they were never out of the hand of God, for Hishand is
in all of nature. God, in these chapters, is challenging
Job and all men to look at nature and learn from it why they need to stand in awe before
their Creator.

That part of nature we want to focus on is--snow. There are 25referencesto snow in the
Bible, and we are to live by every wor d that proceeds out of the mouth of God, and so snow is
to be a part of creation that teaches us something about God. Doctor Talmage, that gr eat
preacher of nature sermons, tells of two rough wood cuts he saw asa boy. They hung side by
side, and one portrayed alad warmly clothed, looking out of the door of his farm house upon
thefirst flurry of snow. Hearingthejingling sleigh bells and the frolic of hisplay fellowsin
the deep banks, heis clapping his handsand shouting: "It snows! It snows!"

The other sketch was of a boy, haggard and hollow-eyed with hunger, looking for the
broken door of awretched home. Seeing thefalling flakesisto him a sign of more cold, less
bread, and greater privation. Wringing his hands, and with tearsrolling down his cheeks he
cries: "It snows! It snows!" Two boys seeing the same thing, but with totally different
emotions. What we have her eis not just a matter of different strokesfor different folks.
Snow means different thingsto different people, but it also means different thingsto the
same people at different times. Snow is one of those aspects of r eality that isboth a potential
burden, and a potential blessing,
and which it becomes depends a gr eat deal upon your per spective.



Snow isagreat deal likeitscreator. God islove, and the warmth of Hisgraceisthe
source of all our comfortsand joys. But God isalso a consuming fire, and Hisjudgment can
be the sour ce of great sorrow. Snow, like God, can be a blessing or a burden; ajoy or a
judgment. It has been both in my lifeas| am sureit has been in yours. You have no doubt
been awed by its beauty, but also made to feel awful by its brutality.

Snow has been a major for cethat has deter mined the destiny of many people. Such was
the case with Napoleon. In thewinter of 1812 Napoleon marched away from M oscow with
200,000 men on a bright and beautiful October 19 morning. Astheday wore on, the sky
darkened, and soon the snow began to fly. Harmless little missiles, but in sufficient
guantities one of nature's most deadly weapons. Multiplied billions of these insignificant
flakes fell until the horses could not pull the supply wagons. The men began to fall from
fatigue. Here wasthe army that brought Emperorsto their knees, and made all men
tremble. Now they do battle with the silent and gentle snowflake, and before it is over,
132,000 men parished. Suchisthe
awesome power of snow.

Snow is one of God's object lessons on the power of unity. Get enough weak people
together who could do nothing alone, and they can change the course of history by being
united. Itisalesson Christianshaveahard time learning. Christianity is constantly
weakened by division and disunity. Christians are often asineffective in blocking the road of
evil asa hand full of snowflakesarein blocking aroad. Snow isonly powerful in quantity.
When you get enough of these helpless flakes together ther e is no power on earth can stop
them. They cavein r oofs, bring down wires, and stop armies. |f Christianscould unite in
their effortsthere is no force of evil that could hold them back. Jesussaid the very gates of
hell could not prevail against them.

It isthe combination of masses of little influences that change history. It isnot just great
leaders, but the persistent impact of millions of Christiansletting their light shine, and being
the salt of the earth, that isthe key to Christianity's power in theworld. Forgetting this
lesson of the snow has led many Christiansinto defeat.

They weak and helpless to make a difference, and because they cannot be an avalanche, they
refuseto be a snowflake, and the result isthe army of evil keeps marching, and is undefeated.

If only we could enter into the tr easur e of the snow asJob is advised to do by God. Snow
isused often in the Word of God asatool for teaching. Job 37 and 38 are two of the great
natur e chapters of the Bible. I nthem snow, hail, ice, and frost, all of the different forms of
solid or frozen H20, are used to illustrate God's power .

Let'slook at snow and see what we can learn from its power. Thefirst and most obvious
power of show isits-

I. POWER TO PURIFY. Isa. 1:18 isthe best known text about snow. " Though your sins
are like scarlet they shall be as white assnow." Winter would be so ugly without snow. The
landscape becomes so dead and dark, and the dirt and grime make everything ugly. But then
the gentle snow fallsfrom heaven and all istransformed. These billions of artists of the air
reach down and paint thisdrab world bright. God never paints more beautiful than when he
paintsin white.



Itisall donewith aslittle noise asa cat on a carpet. Thewinter scarred landscapeis
clothed in sparkling splendor, and all of thisisnature'sillustration of the grace of God.
Jesus shed His blood to do for uswhat snow does for the world.

By His death Jesus made it possible for usto cover our sin scarred nature with the glorious
gar ment of His snow whiterighteousness. It tooisall donein such gentle silence. Noiseis
not needed for power. God's power, by which He cleanses, forgives, and beautifies our lives,
isa gentle power.

If you go to a factory where lace is made, you will doubtless hear the whirl of many
machines, but God makesHislacein silence. Let uslearn thislesson from the snow. Great
and power ful things do not need to be accompanied by external noise. Power ful things can
and do happen in our livesin complete silence with no noise or fanfare. We deal with God
whose gr ace falls like snow from heaven, and our guilt
is covered, our sin forgiven, and our garment of righteousnessis restored to splendor
before God. And all of this power takes placein our inner being with no sound whatever.

Shelley, in Prometheus Unbound, comparesthe silent power of snow to the silent power
of thought, which can build up until, like snow, it can produce an avalanche.

Hark! Therushing snow!

The sun-awakened avalanche! whose mass,
Thricesifted by the storm, had gathered there
Flake after flake, in heaven-defying minds
Asthought by thought is piled, till some great truth
Is loosened, and the nationsecho round,

Shaken to their roots, as do the mountains now.

As Jesus entered history so quietly, and yet made the biggest changein history, so the
snowy blanket of heaven islet down in gentle quietness, and changes everything. David
prayed, " Wash me and | shall be whiter than snow." Snow isthe symbol of God's silent but
power ful grace which covers a multitude of sins. R. E. Neighbor wrote,

Thesnow! The snow!

To men below

It brings a sparkling white;
It fillsthe earth

With joy and mirth

With music and delight.

So, Christ came down

My life to crown,

To make my black heart white;
To make mewhole,

And fill my soul

With rapturous delight.

Snow isused in both testamentsto describe God the Father and the Son. In Dan. 7:9 the



Ancient of Days had raiment as white as snow. On the Mount of Transfiguration, and when
John saw Jesusin heaven, he had gar ments and hair as white assnow. Snow islike Jesus, not
only in that it comes down from above to cover over the ugliness of winter, as Jesus covers
over the ugliness of sin, but snow, like Jesus, comesto give life and life abundant. Snow has
saved the lives of many people. David Lloyd Geor ge, one of England's great prime
ministers, was called the snow baby. His mother was caught in a snow storm in south Wales
when hewasjust ababy. She became lost in the hills, and a search party was sent out. She
was found dead, but she had wrapped the baby in her outer garment and placed him under
the snow. To everyone'ssurprise hewasstill alive. 1t was one of paradox's of snow, that as
cold asit was, it wasthe sour ce of preserving heat that gives life.

The snow cover onethe ground prevents the heat that radiatesfrom the earth from
escaping. Thiswarm air that iskept in the earth by the snow keepstheroots of plants and
treesfrom freezing. The earth under the snow can be as much asforty degreeswarmer than
on the surface. Thesnow is God'sblanket for the earth. It also provides shelter for rabbits
and squirrels, and many other creatureswho need to escape from the cold winter air. Not
only istherelifein snow from that perspective, but many have had the experience of the
couplewho crashed in aplanein the Canadian wilderness, and survived for six weeks on
melted snow. Thewater of lifeisin snow, and gives us another parallel between it and
Christ.

| never realize how important snow isto farmersuntil | lived in the country for a few
years. Then | saw with my own eyes what snow does for bringing forth the fruits of the
earth. Where the snow isdeepest you can seethe cropsgrow taller. Thereisadirect
correlation between the depth of the snow and the height of the crops. Snow isavery literal
treasur e to the far mer. When snow fallsit washes out the air, and what it washes out it
brings down to the ground asfertilizer. Four major chemicals like ammonia and nitrates are
brought to the earth by the snow. It would cost a farmer thousands of dollarsto purchase
these fertilizer s that snow provides free. Everything that we eat isbetter and cheaper
because of snow. Snow isa protector and promoter of life.

M ilk-white down from the swans of the Lord,
Fleece from the Lamb of God,

Flung to the winds by the cherubs

A quilt for the sleeping sod.

We need to see the positive side of snow so we can be grateful in spite of the nuisanceit is.
Itispart of winter, but it isalso part of the defense against winter. We need to see snow
flakes as guar dian angels which protect the seeds from frost. They come not just to make life
miserable, but to make it more fruitful and abundant. A total perspective on snow will give
us a balance view, and help us be grateful even when we complain about the problemsit
causes.

John Greenleaf Whittier could see snow flakes as the winter flowersthat help bring forth
the flowers of spring. Hewrites,

Fill soft and deep, oh winter snow,



The sweet azalea's oken dells,

And hide the banks wher e roses blow,
And swing the azure bells!

O'erlay the amber violet's leaves
The purple aster'sbroad side home,
Guard all the flowersher pencil gives
A life beyond their bloom.

Paul said if thereisanything lovely think on these things, and snow is one of the most
lovely thingsin all of creation. It isso because it comesfrom the mind of Christ, the original
of all the artistry of all creation. D. J. Burrell wrote, " Out of the mint of God up yonder falls
thisglorious wealth all stamped with Hisimage and super scription." God told Job to
consider the snow, for Heranksit with the star sand the seasamong natur € s wonder s.

There are men who devote their lifeto the study of snow flakes. Wilson Bentley was a
photographer of snow flakes, and hetells of their infinite variety. When he finds a special
beauty heis full of anxiety, for if he failsto capture that beauty it will be gone forever. His
job isso exciting because every flake is a new discovery. In 40 yearshe hasnever found two
alike. Along with thethrill comesthe despair that so few of these countless wor ks of art can
be preserved. He has photographed thousands of these exquisite beauties, but when he
reflexes, herealizes that all of them together would only make one snowball. He saysthe
study of snow forcesyou to think of theinfinite. That is exactly why God told Job to
consider the snow. It leavesyou full of awe at what you can know, and even more awed at
what you cannot know, because thefinite cannot grasp theinfinite. All of mankind together
have never seen afraction of God's master pieces of art in the snow. Julian Januswr ote,

Snow flakes falling, twisting, swishing,
There upon my window sill.

Who of heaven'sgreat designers
Traced your lace with such great skill?
Soft and fragile web of mystery
Falling on my window sill.

| shall wonder, ever wonder

Whose hand held that magic quill.

One of thetreasure's of the snow isthat, the more you study it, the more you must
acknowledge the Lordship of its Creator. Prescott said," | think better of snow storms sense
| find that though they keep a man'sbody indoors, they bring the mind out." Scientists, for
example, tell usthat about 15 tons of snow and rain fall on the earth every second the year
around. Theenergy involved is mind boggling. To cover onesquar e milewith ten inches of
snow is equal to twice the energy in two of the atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima. The
power and the beauty of a snow storm is awesome. It is designed by God to keep us awar e of
our finiteness and weakness so that we might in wisdom wor ship Him who has all power.
Snow isthe source of abundant lifealso in that it provides man with so many enjoyable
activities. There'sno fun like snow fun. Millions enjoy winter sports, and children enjoy the
fun of snow asone of the great fringe benefits of God'swinter car pet.



F.W. Boreham, thegreat preacher of Australia, tellsof the time when the paper reported
that snow had fallen on the hills outside the city. Friendsstopped to pick him up to go seeit.
It was sorarethat closeto the equator that the road was swarming with people wanting to
seeit. Theexperiencedid for him what God wanted it to do for Job. Boreham wrote, " |
confess with shame that, in the days of my darkness and ignorance, | thought that prophets
wer e few and far between. | fancied that God send one prophet to every million people. The
snow flakes taught me that God sends amillion prophetsto every one of us. For the snow
flakes ar e themselves prophets. They are a great and white-robed throng; a goodly
fellowship; a multitude that no man can number. They are vocal with inspired
speech."........ccceevveeeeeene. " Catch asnow flake on a sheet of glass; examineunder a
micr oscope, and what atriumph of architectureyou have here! Not among the palaces of
the Pharaohs nor among the temples of the Athenians could you find anything to rival thisin
daintiness, in symmetry, in splendor!" M any designer s have admitted they get their ideas
from the study of the M aster's designer 'swor k asthey seeit in the snow flake.

Yes, the heavensdo declare the glory of God, but not just in the stars, but in the snow
flake as well. We see therethe love of God for the minutealso. Itisavast universe, yet God
designs every snow flake with aunique beauty of itsown. It isclear that God caresfor the
small aswell asthe great. No man can study the snow and have any doubt that God caresfor
him asan individual. God desires every person to develop all their potential for beauty and
uniqueness.

Thereisno aspect of life so small and insignificant that God isindifferent toit,for Heisa
God of minute detail. You say, what possible difference can it maketo God that | have a
minor problem or need? But then ask, what possible differ ence could it make to God that
billions of snow flakes will melt unseen, yet each is made unique? Why bother with the
insignificant individual snow flake? No personislost in the crowd with God. He cares about
every life, and every detail of every life. Every oneissomeone special to God. George
Cooper wrote,

Brave your storm with firm endeavor,
L et your vain repining go!

Hopeful hearts will find forever
Rosesunder neath the snow.

L et every snowfall remind you of the treasure's of the snow, and let every flake remind
you of therose of God'slove for every individual.

/. GOD'SAQUARIUM PSALM 104:24-35

Off the coast of the Italian Riviera alarge bronze statue of Christ has been installed down
in the depths of the sea as a symbol that Christ is Lord of the deep. Jesusis the only man in
history who demonstrated He was also God by controlling this great forcein creation-the
sea. The discipleswere amazed that He could say, " Peace be still," and the raging waves



wer e calmed. He controlled the fish so that when He told the disciples to cast their netson
the other side, they were filled to over-flowing. He sent Peter to catch afish, and in it was
found a coin by which to pay thetemple tax. Jesus could even walk on the top the water
demonstrating again that He wasL ord of the sea. Not Neptune, not Posidon, the Greek and
Roman gods of the sea, but the L ord Jesus Christ isLord of all, including the sea.

God made abig deal of L ordship over the seawhen He spoke to Job. InJob 38:8-11 God
makesit clear He had to set limitsto this great force, and say to the sea, " Thisfar you may
come and no further." We cannot imagine the awesome power involved in establishing the
seas of theworld, but we have the testimony of one who was there as an eye witness. Wisdom
ispersonified in Prov. 8 and saysin verse 24, "When therewer e no oceans, | was given
birth, when there were no springs abounding with water." Then in verse 29 she adds,
"When He gave the sea its boundary so the water s would not over step His command and
when He marked out the foundations of the earth.”

What must it have been like to be there watching God hand-crafting the world as we know
it? Maybe God videoed the whole thing and one of the wonder s of heaven will be to watch
thismarvel of marvels. But wisdom wasthere, and she tellsus her reaction as she labored at
God'sside in creation. Inverses 30-31, she says, " Then | wasthe craftsman at Hisside. |
was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing alwaysin His presence, rejoicing in Hiswhole
world and delighting in mankind."

HereistheBiblical basisfor enjoying all that God has made. Wisdom was there when
God made it, and she emphasizes that her primary emotion wasthat of rejoicing and delight.
TheBible would support the judgment that something is spiritually wrong with the per son
who cannot seein God'sworksthat which leads to joy and the wor ship of God as Creator.
Not only doeswisdom rejoicein all that God created, but all God cr eated r gjoicesin God as
itsCreator. Psalm 96:11-12 makesit all inclusive. " Let the heavensregjoice, let the earth be
glad; let the searesound, and all that isin it. Let the fields bejubilant, and everythingin
them, then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy." In Psalm 98:7-8 weread, "L et the sea
resound, and everything in it, theworld, and all who liveinit. Let theriversclap their
hands, let the mountains sing together for joy." Doesthe seareally sing, and does
everything in it join the song?

Obviously we are into poetic language here, and we cannot take it literally that the seas
sing or that river shave hands to clap, or that mountains form achoir. Y et we must not
dismiss poetry asif it hasno relationship to reality. Every child has held a sea shell to its ear
to hear the song of the sea. The sounds of the sea haveinspired a lot of music. Anton
Rubenstein called his second symphony, " The Ocean." An English composer wrote a series,
" Sea Slumber Song" " Sabbath M orning At Sea" "Where CoralsLie" " The Swimmer."
Ralph Vaughn's " Sea Symphony" first performed in 1910. But the most famousof all is" La
Mer" by Claude Debussy, who spent three yearswriting it. He grew up with deep
impressions of the M editerranean, and in his music you could hear the crash of the waves
and the gurgling of the backwash. Jacqus Cousteau wrotethat it "issurely the greatest
calling forth of naturein awork for orchestra.”

Thefact is, the sea does sing and everythinginit. We may prefer the songs of birds, but



God lovesto be praised with any voice. Marie Poland Fish isappr opriately named, for sheis
the director of the world'slargest under water bioacustic library. In other words, sheisthe
world's authority on the sounds of fish. The U.S. Navy requested that she keep a file of
biological sounds. Since 1954 she has accumulated hundreds of miles of audio tape of sounds
from all over the world. Her conclusion is, every fish makes a noise. With hydrophonesin
the sea they pick up clicks, moans, squeaks, whistles, hissing, grunts, and other sounds from
thesea. Onefish makesa sound like running fingersalong the teeth of acomb. Mrs. Fish is
convinced that fish talk. If they talk, then they may also sing, and thus, literally join the
universal praisetothe Creator. Isisonly poetry, or was Emer son seeing reality when he
wrote,

Tisnot inthehigh stars alone,

Nor in cups of budding flowers,

Nor in the redbr easts mellow tone,
Nor in the bow that smilesin showers.
But in the mud and scum of things
There always, always, something sings.

According to Mrs. Fish, theshrimp and the crabs also make sounds. The point is, science
does support the poetic and spiritual view of nature. Thereismoretruthto it than we
realize when we sing, " Thisismy father'sworld and to my listening ears all nature sings and
round merings the music of the spheres." Thereismusic everywhere in God's cr eation if
we listen. The Psalmist did listen, and that is why he commits himself to be a part of the
universal choir and saysin verse 33, " | will singtothe Lord all my life, | will sing praiseto
my God aslong as | live." Thissong isapart of heavenly music, for weread in Rev. 5:13,
"Then | heard every creaturein heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea and
all that isin them singing: To Him that sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and
honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!"

The M editerranean sea gave usthe great drama of Jonah and the whale, and all of the
adventures of Paul and the sea, including his great shipwreck on the way to Rome. When the
Psalmist in verse 25 raves about the sea being so vast and spacious, teeming with life, he was
likely referring to this sea, and did not know that hiswords would be even more meaningful
to those of uswho live between the Atlantic and Pacific.

All of the oceans ar e connected, and so in a sense it isall one vast body of water that
covers almost three fourths of the earth surface. Nowonder some call this the ocean planet.
If the Psalmist was amazed at the vastness of what he saw, how much mor e should we praise
God for the massive work He has done with water? The Pacific is almost twice the size of the
Atlantic, and has almost half the water of theworld in it. It covers 63 million squar e miles,
and goes from one poleto the other, and islarger than all the land of the world combined. It
has the deepest place on earth. It goesdown almost seven milesin the M ariana trench near
the Philippines. Thisis one mile deeper than thetallest mountain, Mt. Everest is high.

The ocean is a wonder of the world that isto lead us to worship, for asthe Psalmist saysin
verse 25, it isteeming with creatures both large and small. And the point is, these creatures,
by their very being witnessto a Creator that deserves our praise. Every cubic foot of sea



water hastwenty thousand plantsand one hundred and twenty animals. | don't know how
many of these creaturesthe Psalmist saw, but he says they are without number, and modern
man is still saying this.

The creatures of the sea ar e uncountable, and some that man has counted out are still
there. The Coelacauth isa fish about five foot long with two tails, and the experts said it has
been extinct for 70 million years. That was until 1938 when two fisher men off South Africa
caught aliveone. Itisembarrassing trying to be an expert on the infinite works of God.

Y our chances of being wrong are excellent. The Neopilina snail wassaid to be extinct for
300 million year s, but in 1958 four wer e found thr ee miles down off of Peru.

The Psalmist isimpressed both by the large and small creatures of the sea. Hewas, no
doubt, thinking of the whale in the large category, for the blue whale isthe largest living
thing God ever madeto live on thisplanet. All of the estimates of the largest dinosaursthat
ever existed are around 50 tons. But the blue whale makes this a light weight contender, for
they weigh in at 150 tons. The seaisthe biggest placein the world, and isthe home of the
biggest creatur es of the world. These biggest whales only eat small creatureslike krill, for
they have small throats, but they eat aton at atime. They havetonguesthat weigh 4 ton, and
onethousand pound hearts that pump eight tons of blood through their vast system. This
whale could not swallow Jonah, but other types of whales could easily do so. Jonah would
have only been an appetizer for the whale caught in the Azoresthat had a giant squid in its
stomach that measured 35 feet five inches long. Jonah could have taken Goliath along for
the ridein this kind of whale and had room left over.

But you may say, why horse around with all thiswhale blubber. Who cares about whales?
Why don't we get more spiritual and deal with what isrelevant to the Christian life? The
answer isin verse 26 which isasurprising revelation that makes whales one of the mar vels of
life, and very relevant to our under standing of God'snature. ThePsalmist says the shipsgo
to and fro on the sea, but also that leviathan goes there, which God formed to frolic there.
The Bible teaches her ethat God made whales for the fun of it. He made them just to play in
the ocean. Theidea of having a gold fish, or some other pet, just to watch them play and
have fun in their environment isnot mansidea. It was God'sideain creation. God enjoys
the largest living creatures asthey leap and splash and frolic in the depths of the sea. The
Hebrew word for frolicisthe sameword used in Zech. 8:5 for boysand girls playingin the
str eets.

Do you realize what thisverseissaying? It istelling usthat God isa pet lover, and that
the worldslargest living creatureis God's pet, created just to add some fun to creation. God
enjoys the animal kingdom for the same reasonswe do. We go to zoos and enjoy the antics
of the monkeys, or ook out our window and enjoy the squirrels asthey chase each other and
play. Do they really play? God confirmsthat they do by telling Job in Job 40:20, " and all
thewild animals play near by." God usesthe same Hebrew word for the whale frolickingin
thesea. The Bible givesusa picture of a Creator who can set back and enjoy the
enter tainment of the animal kingdom in all its playfulness.

Earnest Hemmingway has the old man of the sea say as he watched two por poises
frolicking, " They are good. They play and make jokes and love one another." The Porpoise



isone of the whale family, and they are the entertainers of the sea. Sailors marvel at the
shows that they put on asthey play follow the leader, and leap in unison, and racethe ships.
They can only swim at the speed of 11 knots, yet they can keep up with adestroyer going 20
knots because they have the ability to use the waves coming off the ship and hitchhike like a
kid on roller skates holding on the bumper of atruck. They are alot of fun, and they are
also very smart. They can learn some things as fast as humans. The higher the form of life
the more efficient any creatureisin getting food, and thus, they have mor etime for fun.

L esser creatur es spend most of their life just finding enough to eat. Por poises spend most of
their life in play.

Oceanogr aphers call por poises mans best friend. They ar ethe equivalent of St, Bernard's
inthe Alpsto menin thesea. They rescue men who arelost at sea, and they keep the sharks
away. They can even kill shar kswith their noseas aram rod.

They ar e even used to carry messages and tools for those who labor under the sea.

If any man has a problem they have a signal that calls for the porpoise, and it will come
immediately with alifeline. They have saved many lives. M an also trains them to play water
polo, basket ball, and even bowling. But they have their own favorite game. They are called
the cowboys of the sea because they go out asagroup and round up a school of fish. Then
they surround it and one by one they leave the circle and dash in to get afish, and then get
back in formation while the next one goes. We could go on for hour s about thisamazing
creatur e of the sea, but the point isthis: Thevast ocean islike God's aquarium, and He gets
enjoyment out of the whales, and other creatur es, asthey frolicthere.

In Job 41, God goes on and on for 34 verses describing one of His sea creatures,
which is likely thewhale. |f you think it isa waste of time to study the details of sea
creatures, you will haveto takeyour complaint to God, for Heloves natur e and rejoicesin
every detail of Hisworks and expects man to do the same, for it leadsto worship. The study
of every form of lifeisto lead usto worship its Creator. When it does, the study of any
aspect of natur e becomes a spiritual exercise. The study of natureisa part of human
playfulness as we enjoy what God has made. Jesus said we must become as little children to
enter the kingdom of God. Children loveto play. Could it bethat at least part of what Jesus
issayingisthat we must enter into the enjoyment of God's cr eation, and learn to enjoy its
playfulnessto really know God?

Can you really be one with a man who loves natureif you hateit? Can you really be close
to awoman who loves her petsif you can't stand them? So also, can wereally be as close to
God aswe want to be, and as He wantsus to be, if we do not have the same attitude about His
creation asHe does? Thisdoes not mean we haveto enjoy all that God enjoys. God has an
infinite capacity for enjoyment, and he does not have our fears and limitations. But the fact
is, we need to belovers of nature, and we need to enjoy some aspects of natureto be one with
our Creator.

Everything that man lear nsabout the mystery of the sea keeps confirming the wisdom of
God asCreator. For decades man has concluded that life could not exist on the bottom of
the ocean. The dar kness could not support life, and the cold and the pressur e would make
lifeimpossible. Then in 1960 Jacques Piccar d sank to the bottom of the deepest trench in
the world-seven milesdown in the Pacific. It took four hoursjust to drop. When he looked



out on the deepest spot on the earth, where man nor light had ever been, thefirst thing he
saw was a one foot long flat fish, and six foot above the bottom was a shrimp and ajellyfish.
The facts wiped out all the theories, and men wer e forced to wonder how anything could
survive at that depth. God had made the sea a playground, not just for whales, but for man
aswell, for some of the most fun man has on this planet isin exploring the wonders of the
sea.

Inverse 26 weread, " Therethe shipsgoto and fro." Becauseit hasever been
so, the sea is not only the best place to study the creativity of God, but also of man.
Dr. Geor ge F. Boss, and underwater archaeologist from the Univer sity of Penn. haswritten,
"Virtually everything made by man, from tiny obsidian blades to huge temple columns, was
carried at one time or another in ships, and much was lost at sea." Whole cities have been
found under the sea, making it a fascinating place to study the civilization of man. But
nothing can compar e with the wonder s of God that arefound in the sea.

The Psalmist isimpressed with both the large and the small creaturesthat God has made.
We havereferred to the blue whale, the largest of them all, but there ar e other huge
creatures. The whale-shar k can weigh up to 26,600 Ibs., and anumber of other sea creatures
can weigh between 2 and 5 thousand Ibs. But in contrast there are the smallest creatures.
The goby fish near the Philippines are only a quarter to a half an inch long. They arethe
smallest vertebrate on the planet. The ocean hasthe largest and the smallest creatureson
earth. The sea also hasthe creature that makes the greatest change from birth to adulthood.
The ocean sunfish startsat onetenth of an inch long and grows to 8 foot, and weighs 1200
Ibs.

The largest and most stupendous structure created by living creaturesisthe Great Barrier
Reef of Australia. It is 1,242 mileslong and 93 mileswide. It is8 million times greater than
the Great Pyramid, and 100,000 times greater than the Great Wall of China. All theseaisa
wonder land, but here God pulled out all the stops. Thetiny polyps no bigger than a pin head
have united by the countlesstrillionsto create thiswonder of thesea. Everything about it is
beautiful and immense. There are great varieties of coral with heart tugging beauty, and
everything ison a massive scale. Sea creatur esthat are small elsewher e are large here. Star
fish are afoot acr oss and clams ar e five to six feet long. Even butter flies have wings that
span eight inches, and fire flies are several inches long.

The Reef itself isaliving, growing thing of beauty, and all of it calls out to man to
wor ship the Creator of such a marvel. Many people go to see this exotic extravaganza and
drift over the coral garden in a glass bottom boat. M ost of uswill never see thishandiwork
of God, just asthe Psalmist did not see all that he was awar e of in hisday. But he knew the
wor ld and sea wer e filled with creatures both large and small who were a part of the
univer sal choir that reoiced in their Creator.

The Psalmist saysthat God isthe one who organized the whole process by which the
teaming masses of the sea ar efed. Jacque Cousteu has made films about thiswonder. Itis
beyond our comprehension how so many multiplied billions of creatures can be fed daily, but
God doesit, and the story of how He doesiit is one wonder after another. Eighty per cent of
theworld'sanimal lifeisin the sea, and everyday God feedsthem all, and the Psalmist is



impressed. Then, on top of that, man takes millions of tons of creaturesout of the sea to feed
himself. The seais a source of life and blessings beyond description. God loves the sea and
all the creaturesof the sea, and in some way they all obey the words of Psalm 148:7 which
says, " Praise the Lord from the earth, you great sea creatur es and all ocean depth."

The value of studying any part of God's creation isthat it will lead you to appreciate His
wisdom and join therest of creation in praising the Creator. Let me conclude with the
testimony of two famous men. Jonathan Edwardsis considered by many to be the greatest
mind America has ever produced. He wasthe preacher that started The Great Awakening,
one of America's greatest revivals. He is most famous for his sermon, SinnersIn The Hands
Of An Angry God. He could be quite severe, but he was also one of history'sgreatest nature
lovers.

He said, "Immediately after my conversion God's excellency began to appear to mein
everything: Inthesun,in the moon,in the stars,in the waters, and in all nature. The Son of
God created thisworld for thisvery end, to communicate to usthrough it a certain image of
his own excellency, so that when we are delighted with flowery meadows, and gentle breezes,
we may seein all that only the sweet benevolence of Jesus Christ. When we behold the
fragrant rose and the snow-white lily, we are to see His love and His purity, even so the green
trees, and the song of birds, what are they but the emanation of His infinite joy and
benignity?

The crystal rivers, and the mur muring streams, what are they but the foot stepsof His
favor and grace and beauty. When we behold the brightness of the sun, and the golden edges
of the evening cloud, and beauteous rainbow spanning the whole heaven, we but behold some
adumbr ation of His goodness and His glory. And without any doubt thisisthereason that
Christ is called the Son Of Righteousness, The M or ning Star, The Rose Of Sharon, The Lily
Of The Valley, The Apple Tree Among The Trees Of The Wood,

A Bundle Of Myrrh, A Doe,and aYoung Hart."

Nathaniel Hawthor n felt natur e spoke of immortality. He wrote, "1 recline upon the still
unwithered grass, and whisper to myself: -oh, beneficent God! And it isthe promise of a
blessed eternity; for our Creator would never have made such lovely days, and have given us
the deep heartsto enjoy them, above and beyond all thought,
unless we wer e meant to beimmortal.”

We haven't begun to study all that the Bible says about nature, but what we have studied

should make it clear, God expectsHispeopleto love what He hasmade and join the voices of
all creaturesin praiseto Him as Creator.

8. ROCK OF AGES Based on Psa. 61

1776 was the year the United States of Americawasborn. It was also the year one of the
favorite hymns of all time was born, and that was Rock Of Ages. The author was an



Englishman named Augustus Montague Toplady. He wrote 133 poems and hymns, but they
were all forgotten. Thisone, however, liveson, for it gives an image of Jesusthat people
need. We need to know that all else can crumble and collapse, but Jesusisthat Rock of
Ages, that solid rock on which we can stand when all other ground issinking sand.

Toplady died at the early age of 38, but he was secure in Jesus, and his hymn has been a
favorite at funer als ever since, for it reminds usthat though life isinsecure, Jesusis not. He
isthe Rock of Ages. Toplady'slast wordswere, " My prayersare all converted into praises."
He felt secure because he had built hislife on the solid rock. His hymn has been translated
into almost every known language. What is surprising isthat people know thishymn more
than they know the Bible reference that gave Toplady theidea. It isreally rather shocking
how often God and Jesus ar e called the Rock in the Bible. It isone of the major names of
God.

Paulin | Cor. 10:3-4 tells us Jesus was with the people of God in the Old Testament
disguised asarock. Therock from which water poured out to keep them alive in the desert
was Jesus. Hewrote, " They all ate the same spiritual food and drank the same spiritual
drink, for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them and that r ock was
Christ." Jesus has always been the sour ce of the water of life, and has always been the Rock
of Ages. Hewasthe source of lifeand security for God's Old Testament peoplejust asHeis
for God's New Testament people. They just did not know it was Jesus as we do. But they
knew their God was a Rock, and they sang of it often. In Psa. 18:31 weread, " For who is
God besidesthe Lord? And whoisthe Rock except our God." In Psa. 31:2-3, " Turn your
ear to me, come quickly to my rescue, be my rock of refuge, a strong fortressto save me.
Sinceyou aremy rock and my fortress, for the sake of your namelead and guide me."

England made the Rock of Gibraltar the strongest fort in the world, for it iscut right into
therock and defended with canons. A certain insurance company has capitalized on this
strong image, and the Rock of Gibraltar istheir trademark. God'sOld Testament people
had thisimage long before, and God wastheir Rock. They didn't just have a piece of the
rock, they had the whole Rock. Psa. 71:3 stressesit again: " Be my rock refuge, to which |
can always go; give the command to save me, for you are my rock and my fortress."

There are so many references to God as the Rock that we cannot read them all, but et me
giveyou just phrasesthat give you a clear impr ession.

Psa. 28:1,"Toyoul call, O Lord my Rock."

Psa. 42:9," | say to God my Rock."

Psa. 78:35, " They remembered that God wastheir Rock."

Psa. 89:26, " You are my Father, my God, the Rock, my Savior ."

Psa. 92:15," TheLord isupright, Heis my Rock."

Psa. 95:1, " Come, let ussing for joy tothe Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our
salvation.”

There are many others, but these ought to be sufficient to impress usthat the Rock was a
favoriteimage of God in the Old Testament, and of Jesusin the New Testament. Bible lands
wererock filled lands where rocks were a part of their way of life. Thisfact motivated meto



study rocks, and what | lear ned was amazing. Rocks areone of the most valuable resour ces
inthe world, and our lives are more dependent upon rocks than we realize. L et me give you
some examples, for the more we see the value of r ocks, the mor e we will treasur e what we
havein the Rock of Ages.

M any of the wonder s of the world wer e made of huge r ocks, and because of thisthey have
survived in part to thisday. You have for example:

The Great Wall of China.
The Great Pyramid of Egypt.
The Parthenon of Greece.
The Aztec Temple of the Sun.
The Stonehengein England.

Therock isthesymbol of stability, and that iswhy when men build something to last they
use rock, or stone if you prefer. The twotermsareused assynonymsin the New Testament.
Peter in | Pet. 2:6-8 calls Jesus the Stone, the Cor nerstone, the Precious Stone, the Stone the
buildersrejected, the Capstone, a Stone that causes men to stumble, and a Rock that makes
them fall. Jesusisthe Rock and the Stone.

There are endless par allels between men's use of rocks and stones, and who Jesus is.
Jesusisthe Rock, and Jesusisthe Way. If you study the history of roads, you will discover
that those that have lasted ar e made of rock. The old Roman roads of New Testament days
are still being used wher e they were made of stones. The old cobblestone r oads of early
America are still being used in places, and the moder n superhighways are built with a
foundation of various size r ocks, and so isthebed for railroad tracks. If you want to make a
way to anywher e be lasting, you make it with rocks. Jesusisthe permanent way to God and
eternal life, for Heisthe Rock of Ages. On Christ the solid Rock | stand, all other ground is
sinking sand. M an knowsthat anything that lasts hasto be built on a solid r ock foundation.
That iswhy there are over three thousand commer cial crushed rock plantsin the United
States. They play amajor role in the construction of our nation.

If you go to the Capital of our country-Washington D.C., you will discover that it conveys
an image of strength and endurance, for all of its major buildings and monuments are made
of quarried sandstone, limestone, or marble. The White House, the Capital, the Supreme
Court, the Smithsonian Institution, the Washington M onument, the Lincoln Monument, and
the Jefferson M emorial, plus many of thelesser known buildings are all made of this
material.

When God r evealsthe eternal city where we will dwell forever, it isacity of such strength
and endurance. Thetempleis Jesus-the Rock of Ages, and the walls, according to Rev.
21:17,are around 200 feet thick. There hasnever been such a city for security. And for
beauty itsvast wallsare all decorated with the most preciousstones God has ever created on
thisplanet. Thestudy of preciousstonesin theBibleisa subject in itself that we can only
mention at thistime. Rocksarethe source of great riches. Almost all the treasur es of this
world are hidden in r ocks, which are the many jewels of history.



Rocks wer e a part of the everyday environment of Bible people. They were everywhere,
and they were used constantly for building, grinding, and for weapons. Not only did man use
rocksto build altarsto God, but God used rocks to give His laws to man, for M oses came
down from M t. Sinai with the Ten Commandments on two slabs of rock. When something
waswritten in stone it was meant to be permanent. When God chooses a man to build His
kingdom He chooses arock-like man. The Rabbi'ssaid thisof Abraham: " When God
looked on Abraham, whoisto arise, He said, " L ow, | have found arock on which | can build
and found the world. For thisreason He called Abraham arock."

It isof interest that Jesus chose Peter to betheleader of the 12, and they werethe
foundation of hischurch. Petraisthe Greek word for rock, and Jesus said, " On this Petra |
will build my church." Peter, who isoften more like quicksand, was made a rock that Jesus
could build on. Petrology isthe science of rocks. A specialist iscalled a Petrologist. All
Christians need to be Petr ologists who specialize in the study of the Rock of Ages. Jesus said
the foolish man builds on the sand and the wise man builds on the rock, and so He labor ed
with Peter until he was a solid rock on which He could depend. We call certain people pillars
of the church, because they can be counted on. They are the rocks on which any church
stands. Without such rocksthe foundation of any church will crumble. All that lasts
depends upon rocks. Therock is-

Firm and not fickle.

Stable and not sinking.

Per manent and not passing.
Fixed and not fluctuating.
Established and not erratic.
Constant and not changing.

These ar ethe char acteristics of a Christian whoisChristlike. They are rock likein their
stability, solidarity, strength, and security. When somebody says of another that he or sheis
arock, you know they are people who ar e dependable. M ost of God's people are like David.
They have their solid side and their weak side. That iswhy David very wisely calls out to
God for agreater stability than he hasin himself. In Psa. 61:1-2 we hear hisprayer: "Here
my cry, O God listen to my prayer. From the ends of the earth | call to you, | call asmy
heart grows faint; lead meto therock that is higher than|." Heisthe king and you can't go
any higher in rank than the king. Yet, he knowsthereisarock higher than him, and he
wantsto stand on that exalted rock. We havethisrock in Jesus. Thistheme isonethat is
common aswe march upward to Zion pressing on to higher ground.

"Lord lift meup and let me stand

By faith on heaven's table-land.

A higher plain than | have found,
Lord plant my feet on higher ground."

The greatest adventur e of life isthe adventur e of ascending the rock that ishigher than I.
I have only climbed one mountain in my life, and that wasin the Black Hill of South Dakota,
and it was mor e work than pleasure. But | remember the great pleasure | had as a youth



climbing the rocks around the Sioux Falls, and when Lavonne and | dated, one of our
favorite places was the Palisades of Garretson, South Dakota. These solid rock formations
wer e plenty high, and climbing them was sheer pleasure. Thereisa feeling of achievement to
climb up arock cliff, and to leap from rock to rock over rushing water. Much of my
youthful adventure was around rocks. Now | see that the adventure of the Christian lifeis
also one that revolves around the rock that is higher than I-the rock of my salvation-the
Lord Jesus.

Therearerisksin rock climbing, and the number of peoplekilled trying to scale the
mountain heightsis staggering. Mt. Mitchell in North Carolinais considered the highest
peak inthe United States East of the Rockies. I1tis6,711 feet above sea level. It isnamed
after Professor Elisha Mitchell of the University of North Carolina. In 1857 on hisfourth
climb up the mountain, he fell to hisdeath. Later hisashes were taken to thetop and buried
there. He loved to get to the top of that rock that was higher than he. It was not a goal that
most of uswould consider worth therisk, but in the spiritual realm this same desireisto be
the motivation of our life. Wearetolongto beled tothat Rock that is higher than us, and
be ever climbing to a higher level of stability in Christ. |f we arenot so climbing, we will be
sliding downwar d to that sand that islower. You can't stand still in the Christian life. We
ar e always climbing higher or slipping lower.

A popular hymn that grew out of the great M oody-Sankey revivals captured this message
of David:

"Oh, safeto therock that is higher than I,
MYy soul in its conflicts and sorrowswould fly;
So sinful, so weary, Thine, Thinewould | be
Thou blest Rock of Ages, | am hidingin Thee.

In the calm of the noontide, in sorrow'slone hour,
In timeswhen temptation casts o'er me its power;
In thetempests of life, on itswide, heaving sea,
Thou blest Rock of Ages, I'm hidingin Thee."

There are alot of famousrocks in the world, but none of them can berelied upon for
permanence but the Rock of Ages. | remembered when | looked down on the Plymouth
Rock and felt disappointed, for it wasjust a hugerock in the sand, and not aslarge as| had
imagined. It wasfamous, but not very impressive. Far moreimpressive isthe rock
sculpture of Mt. Rushmore. Itisvery impressive, but thefact is, it iswearing away all the
time, and needsrepairing, for the weather is creating decay in thismassive rock wor k of art.
When Jesus comes again even the mountains will melt with fervent heat, and so there are no
rocksin history anywhere that ar e safe for all eter nity, except the Rock of Ages. Heis not
only therock higher than I, but therock higher than all. Heisthe ultimate, the absolute, the
Alphaand Omega of rocks.

People put their trust in so many rocks that are not the Rock of Ages. Diamonds, which
represent the precious stones of the world, captivate many minds and hearts, and people put
their trust in these rocks of riches, but they will not stand anyone in good stead when the



judgment comes. In the song of M osesin Deut. 32, M oses callsthe gods of the heathen their
rocks, with asmall r, and he saysin verse 31, " Their rock isnot likeour Rock." Theworldis
full of rocksthat people worship, but thereisonly one Rock you can rely on, and that isthe
Rock of Ages.

About 180 year s ago the Queen of the Hawaiian | slands became a Christian. She desired
to lead the people out of their captivity to the pagan gods. She decided to defy the much
feared goddess of the volcano-Kilauea. Against theterrorized pleadings of her subjects, she
began to walk over the rough lava beds freely eating of the forbidden berries sacred to Pele.
She fearlessly ascended to the brink of the crater and began to hurl rock after rock into the
great lake of fire challenging the fire goddess to avenge herself. Because of her stand on the
solid Rock of Jesus, she could defy the super stitions of her people, and thousands of
Hawaiians accepted Jesus asther e Savior. Shewas saying, thisrock isnot like our Rock.
She led them to the Rock that was higher than her, and them, and all other rocks-the Rock of
Ages.

Thisthemeisin many hymns and songs:

Rock of Ages, which we all know.

On Christ the Solid Rock | Stand.

Built On The Rock.

My Anchor Holds And Grips The Solid Rock.
The Lord'sOur Rock.

Be Our Rock, Our Shield, Our Tower.
HeHiddeth My Soul In The Cleft Of The Rock.

NooakswdpR

TheBible proclaimsit over and over; hymnology singsit over and over-Jesusisour
Rock. He isthe most precious Rock in the univer se for strength, value, and dur ability.
Jesus wasput in arock tomb, and ahuge rock wasrolled to cover the entrance. The Rock of
Ages could not be so confined within that r ock.

The Roman rock was the only lock

They had to keep Him in the grave.

It was a real shock when Her olled away that rock,
And came forth in life to save.

You don't haveto be arock collector to be a good Christian, but you do have to be a rock
lover-that isalover of the Rock of our salvation. The Old Testament saintslike Abraham,
I saac, and Jacob wer e always collecting rocksto build an altar to God, and | thought that
went out with the Old Testament, but not so. Even in modern times men of God meet with
God around a pile of rocks. Listen to thistestimony of Bruce Larson from his book The
Presence. Heisone of the most popular preachersin our day, and so isthe other pastor he
writes of:

"l once heard God speak in afield near M inocqua, Wisconsin.
I waswith my long-time friend, Lloyd Ogilvie, and we wer e at
the time just out of seminary and starting our ministries. We
built a pile of rocks, likethose Ebenezer described so oftenin



the Old Testament, and made a covenant with the Lord. Our
prayer s went something like this: " Lord, we want to be your
people. We pray you will use us to build your church." I'm
surel could never find that place today. But in my mind,
those stones are still remembered and that covenant is
genuine. Lloyd and | can only go back in memory to that
holy place where God did business with us."

Rocks can always berelevant to the spiritual life if we focus on all the waysthey can
remind us of the Rock of Ages.

9. THE BIBLE AND ASTRONOMY Based on Psa. 8

When Jesus ascended to theright hand of the Father Hetook athronethat made Him
sovereign, not just over the earth, but over the entire universe. Before He ascended H e said,
" All power in heaven and on earth is given unto me." Paul tellsusthat He was exalted above
all principalities and powers. Thereisno power in the universe greater. Heistheruler of
theuniverse. Heisthe King of Kings, and by His power all things were created, and by His
power all things hold together. This meansthat everything that astronomy isabout isthe
handiwork of Christ. Heisthe Author, Sustainer, and L or d of outer space and all space.
Howard C. Robins asks-

And have the bright immensities
Received our risen Lord,

Wher e light years frame the Pleiades,
And point Orion's sword?

Do flaming suns his footstepstrace
Through corridors sublime?
TheLord of interstellar space
And conqueror of time?

The Bible answers, yes! That iswhy the Bible and astronomy agree on the value of
setting our affections on things above. Even the physical things above like the Sun, moon,
stars, and comets can teach us and lead us to spiritual depth. David saysthat two things
happen to him when he studies the heavens. He becomes small and God becomes great.
Astronomy can help fulfill the two important goals of magnifying the majesty of God, and
making man humble.

HarrisKirk in Stars, Atoms, And God says, " It is hot always safe to look at the midnight
sky. Those distant points of light we call the stars have mor e than once bur ned the sense of
nothingness into man and left him desolate amid the baffling mysteries of this mortal life."
There can be no doubt that one of thereasons for the vastness of the univer se isto compel
men to forsake pride, and to fall in awe beforetheir M aker. When God spoke out of the



whirlwind to Job He asked him, " Can you bind the chains of Pleiades or loose the cor ds of
Orion?" Heasked other questions about the heavens also in or der to show Job how small
and powerless he was. In thelight of what we know of the vastness of creation our whole
earth islike one grain of sand on a vast ocean beach.

If you wer e to view one of the picturestaken of our galactic system by the 200-inch
telescope on Mt. Palomar, in order to see the earth the picture would have to be enlarged
until it covered the whole continent of Asia, and then it would be visible only under the most
power ful microscope. Our earth is ultra-microscopic, and man is infinitesimally small. God
wants man to be conscious of this fact of reality for it keeps him humble. The smallness of
theearth isstressed in the Bible. Inlsa. 66:1 God says, "Heaven ismy throne and earth is
my footstool." In Psa. 1:13 God isexalted high and hasto look down even to seethe heavens.
"The Lord is high above all nations, and Hisglory above the heavens! Who islikethelLord
our God whoisseated on high, who looks far down upon the heaven and the earth?" In lsa.
40:15, 17, weread, " Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as
the dust on the scales..." " All the nations are as nothing before Him, they are accounted by
Him aslessthan nothing and emptiness." In other words, all the mighty weapons of man are
really just small potato'sto God. They arelikea gnat on the Sun.

God displays power in the heavens that stagger the imagination. Our Sun radiatesin one
second mor e ener gy than man has used since the beginning of civilization. A solar flare that
blocked out radio communication all over the world in 1960 was equal to aforce of a billion
hydrogen bombs. All of this power magnified billions of times over throughout the universe
tellsusof the glory of God. Yet even thisdoesnot scratch the surface of the omnipotence of
God. Inverse 3 David callsit all the work of God's fingers. Most of you men have
demonstrated your strength by challenging a child to pull with both hands as you pull with
just afinger. David saysthat all the amazing power of the universe isjust the display of the
strength of God'sfingers.

Jesusused the sameiillustration when Hereferred to His miraclesin Luke 11:20 where
He said, " But if it is by the finger of God that | cast our demons, then the kingdom of God
hascomeupon you." Inthe might of the univer se and the miracles of Christ we have only
seen the power of God'sfingers. This biblical concept of the aimighty and infinite power of
God iswhat keeps a Bible believer from idolatry. The awe and wonder that the universe
compels men to feel has often lead them to worship the creation because they do not have an
adequate concept of the Creator. If you start right, however with a biblical concept of God,
the study of astronomy will lead you to a gr eater wor ship of Him.

L et ustake note of the fact that God the Father and the Son are given astronomical
namesin Scripture. Both areidentified with the Sun. In Psa. 84:11weread," The Lord God
isasSun.." InMal.4:2the M essiah isreferred to as, " The Sun of righteousness shall rise
with healing in itswings." Hymn writers have picked up thistheme and one of them istitled,
" Sun of my soul, thou Savior dear." Another goeslikethis:

Great Sun of righteousness arise;
Blessthe dark world with heavenly light.
Thy Gospel makes the simple wise;



Thy laws are pure, thy judgmentsright.

The Sun isthe king of the sky and is an appropriate symbol of the King of Kings and
ruler of all creation. M any ar ethe parallels of the work of the Sun and the work of Christ.
The Sunisthesource of light, life, and health. Jesusis all of this aswell for the spirit of man.
Jesusis not just the source of light and life for the spirit of man, but is also the sour ce of
physical light and life. The ener gy of theliteral Sun isthe ener gy of Christ. Thismeansthat
every lost person on the earth isbeing blessed by the cosmic Christ whom we wor ship. In
the physical realm the ener gy of Christ isdistributed to all people. He makesthe Sun to
shine on the just and the unjust alike. I'n the spiritual realm the energy of Christ flowsinto
those lives which submit to His L ordship. As Christianswe live under the grace and power
of Christ that comes both indirectly through nature, and directly through HisWord and
Spirit. In eternity, wher e only those who submit to His Lordship will be present, there will
be no need of the Sun, for Christ will be our source of light and life directly.

M eanwhile, as we live under the indirect blessing of Christ through His natural creation,
we ought to be aware that it isour Lord who give uslight and life through the liter al Sun.

In darkest shades if He appear,

My dawning is begun;

Heis my soul'sBright M orning Star,
And he my Rising Sun.

Jesus said, " He that follows me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life."
If we walk in the light of Christ our Sun never sets. Thekingdom of God is a kingdom of
per petual day, for God islight and in Him isno darkness at all. The Christian can say that
wher ethey livethereis never asunset, for they livein Christ who isthe per petual Sun.

Jesusis also connected with the starsin Scripture. A star led thewisementoHim asa
child, but befor e that He was called the star out of Jacob in Num. 24:17, and after that Heis
called the M orning Star in Rev. 22:16. Jesussaid, "| am the Alphaand Omega, the first and
thelast, the beginning and the end." The morning star isalso the evening star, and isa
fitting symbol for Christ whoisthe first and the last. Each order of knighthood had a star
connected with it, and when a general returned from battle victorioushe would receive a
gold and jeweled star. So it will be for those believer swho fight the fight of faith to the end.
Jesus saysin Rev. 2:28 of such avictor, " | will give him the morning star."

Christians should have astronomical aspirations, for both the Old Testament and New
Testament refer to such ahope. In Dan. 12:3 weread, " And they that be wise shall shine as
the brightness of the firmament, and they that turn many to righteousness has the stars
forever and ever." Wisdom and turning peopleto righteousness are the same thing. We
have sung the song, " Will therebe any starsin my crown?" Itisareferencetothereward
for winning another to Christ. The starscan be remindersto us of our high goal as
believers, and of our great reward. We can also let other sknow how wefollow a star that we
know in Christ.

Heisa Star. He breaksthe night,



Pier cing the shades with dawning light
| know His glories from afar;
I know the bright and morning star.

As Christians we have a personal inter est in the study of the stars, for they ar e not only
symbolic of our Savior and our eternal reward, but they are literally Hiswork of art. The
heavens declare the glory of God and they praise Him. Psa. 148:3 says, " Praise Him Sun
and moon, praise Him all you shining stars. Praise Him you highest heavens." Men
observing the perpetual praise that God receivesfrom His creation have expressed a longing
to bea part of it. Henry Vaughn wr ote,

| would | were some bird or star,
Fluttering in woods, or lifted far
Abovethisinn and vale of sin.
There either star or bird shall be,
Shining or singing still to thee.

This, of course, isa subtle form of escapism. In spite of the hindrance of sin wetoo are
to let our light shine befor e men in such a way that God isglorified. We are to sing songsin
the night that compel men to consider thejoy that isin Christ. Like all of God'screation we
aretodeclaretheglory of God by lives of love, order, and harmony so that men long to
know our maker and redeemer.

Thebiblical perspective assumes that people are awar e of the basic facts of astronomy
that can be observed by the naked eye. When God spoketo Job in Job 38:31-32 He asked,
" Can you bind the chains of the Pleiades, or loose the cordsof Orion? Can you lead forth
the M azzar oth in their season, or can you guide the Bear with its children?" In those
guestions God took for granted that Job knew about the two most conspicuous
constellations, as well asthe whole of the 12 constellations of the Zodiac. And, of course, he
would know of what we call the big dipper. God expected Job to be familiar with these
things, and hewas. In Job 9:9 Job says of the wonders of God's creation, " Who made the
bear and Orion, the Pleiades and the chambers of the South."

The prophet Amosin 5:8 also refersto what was common knowledge in his day when he
refersto God as, " He who made the Pleiadesand Orion." Thesetwo constellations have
played great rolesin the history of astronomy, literature, and poetry. Orion isthe mighty
hunter, and is connected with the Nimrod in the Old Testament. The Greeks pictured the
starsin the Pleiades as doves flying away from the great hunter Orion. Tennyson the poet
wrote,

M any a night from yonder ivied casement,

Erel went torest,

Did | look on great Orion sloping slowly to the west,

M any a night | saw the Pleiades, rising thro' the mellow shade,
Glitter like a swarm of firefliestangled in a silver braid.

Certainly every Christian should have enough interest in astronomy to get acquainted



with those well-known objects of beauty in the sky so that they can enter into the experience
of joy and awe that results from such knowledge. It also opensthe door to withessto the
majesty of the Creator. There are some astronomical factsin Scripture that have caused
problems for the believer. The Sun standing still in Joshua 10 isthe greatest. The question
isnot whether God could do it or not, for nothing demanding power isimpossible to God.
Thequestion is, would God do it? Would He perform such a colossal miracle for the sake of
helping Joshua win a battle?

Bible scholars have looked for waysto interpr et that event in such a way that istaken as
a literal account of what happened in the experience of Joshua, and yet does not compel usto
believe that God stopped the whole solar system. There are sever al waysto do this. Theone
that | prefer isto seeit asamiracle of the supernatural refraction of the Sun'srays. The
Sun would continueto shinein the heavens and provide the necessary light, and it would be
following itsdaily pattern without interruption. This makes more sense, and isno less a
marvelous miracle. Robert Wilson writing in Moody Monthly said, " | confessto afeeling of
relief, asfar as| myself isconcerned, that | shall no longer feel myself forced by a strict
exegesisto believe that the Scriptur esteach that there actually occurred a mir acle that
involves so tremendous a rever sal of all the laws of gravitation."

Thereisno conflicts between the Bible and astronomy. The Bible encourages the study
of the heavens, and astronomy encourages the belief in an almighty designer of the univer se.
Astronomy also supportsthe doctrine of creation. The second law of thermodynamics,
which involves the running down of the universe, or the loss of energy, indicatesthat if the
universe was eternal it would already have run down. The univer se had to have begun at
some limited point in the past.

Einstein'stheory that spaceis finite but unbounded also fitsthe biblical perspective.
Just asthe earth isfinite but unbounded so that you can travel on the earth and never stop,
but come back to where you started, so isit if you travel into space at the speed of light.
Somewher e between 200 and 500 billion year slater you will be back where you started. That
isabig circuit, but it isnot infinite. Itisfinite, and that meansthat astronomy supportsthe
statement of David that all the works of God that man can see are the merewor ksof His
finger. They are Hisfinite worksthat shall passaway. It isgood to study them, but greater
yet, and infinitely moreimportant, isthe study of the works of God'sheart. Hisfingers gave
usthe Sun, moon and stars, but His heart gave usthe Son of Righteousness, and the star of
Jacob, which is spiritual astronomy with infinite values. The most important question is not
what do you know of the heavens, but what do you know of Him who made the heavens, and
who died for usthat we might bein heaven forever? Thebig question is, isthe Lord of
heaven the Lord of your life? It isno problem being so small if you know the L ord of all.

Astronomy isuseful to usasa means of measuring or illustrating God's natur e, for it
always deals with that which ismost near to theinfinite. The Psalmist in Psa. 103:11 writes,
"Asthe heaven is high above the earth so great isHis mercy toward them that fear Him."
Hear isacomparison of the physical creation and the spiritual reality of God's mercy. Just
how merciful is God? The Bible looks to the vocabulary of astronomy to expressit. How
high isthe heaven abovethe earth? There are different levels of heaven, of course, and you
could call the clouds of heaven one level, but the heaven isvery closeto what is an infinite



distance away from the earth. Just our galaxy is 80 thousand light yearsin diameter, but it is
adrop in the bucket of the univer se.

Astronomy helpsusconceive of the differ ence between the finite and the infinite. God
uses His creation for a visual illustration. In Isa.55:9 He says, " For asthe heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughtsthan your
thoughts." A more constant reflection on the facts of astronomy will aid usin keeping away
from the petty, and help usaim high. Hismajesty and loftiness need never to cause usto
fear that He hasno concern for our littlelives, for Psa. 138:6 remindsus, " Though the Lord
be high, He hasrespect unto thelowly." Astronomy keeps ushumble, but also helps us
maintain a spirit of adoration for the Creator of all the wonder sit discovers.

10. THE WINGSOF THE WIND BASED ON PSALM
104:1-12

When Columbusand his crew wer e being blown West by the Atlantic trade winds, one of
the reasonsthey wer e so fearful was they did not know how they could get back home against
thewind. Fortunately they discovered not only a new world, but new winds that carried
them back to Spain. They returned as her oes on the wings of the wind.

The ancient world was almost completely dependent on wind power for travel on the sea,
and all of the gr eat adventur es that began the moder n er a depended on wind power.
Columbus could not have discover ed America without the wind, and M agellan could never
have sailed around the wor |d without wind.

Dr. Lukein describing the travels of Paul makesit clear that where you got to, and when,
was all up to thewind. In Acts27:4 hewrites, " From there we put out to sea again and
passed to the lee of Cyprus because thewinds were against us." Inverse 7 he says," When
thewind did not allow usto hold our course, we sailed to the lee of Crete." Then comesthe
long description of the hurricane for ce wind that swept them acr oss the sea eventually
destr oying the ship. The point is, man all through history has been at the mer cy of the wind.
It isone of natures greatest forces. It would take thousands of atomic bombs exploding
every minute to match the energy of even a modest gale. It isno wonder that man has
sought for ways to harness the power of thewind. Hammur abi, back somewher e around
2000BC, planned to use windmillsto irrigate, and in the second century BC we have arecord
of awindmill in Alexandria, Egypt that was used to play an or gan.

Prov. 30:4 pictures God holding the winds of theworld in His fists, and all through the
Bible God isthe controller of the windsthat produce the music of nature asthey go singing
through the canyons and the forest.

"God holdsin His hands the winds of the East,



And the West and the South and North:
And He standsin love in the skiesabove,
And He sendsthem leaping forth."

The winds of all four directions are dealt with in the Bible, and each hasits own special
purpose. Thisisastudy in and of itself.

| have been in aforest when the wind is coming through thetrees, and | have heard the
music of the trees. It wassomewhat scary until | knew what it was, and then it became
beautiful. | can now appreciate the words of the unknown poet-

"God is at the organ-
| can hear
A mighty music
Echoing far and near.

God isat theorgan

And the keys

Are storm-strewn moor lands
Billows, trees!"

Thisimage of God creating music with the wind | have had in my mind before, for much
of the music of man is made by wind propelled through instruments. But not until | began to
study Psalm 104 did | ever imagine God riding on the wings of the wind. God is portrayed as
being way ahead of man in His recognition of the value of wind power for travel. Thismust
have been a popular imagein Israel for in Psalm 18:10 we read again, " He mounted the
cherubim and flew; He soared on the wings of the wind." Thenin Il Sam. 22:11 David
pictures God soaring on the wings of the wind. Threetimesthe Bibletellsus God ridesthe
wings of the wind.

The Hebrew mind could look up into the cloud filled sky asthe wind pushed them rapidly
acrossthe heavensand imagine God using the clouds as His chariot, and wind as His fuel for
flying. Our mor e scientific mind can only conclude that thisis poetry, and that God, who is
already everywherein His omnipresence, does not need to travel across the skies. But the
Hebrews knew thistoo, and so we do not need to take it so literally that we imagine God
jumping on a cloud and actually riding it anymor e than we need to try to picture thewind
with actual wings. Of course we are dealing with poetry here, but poetry that istelling us
something important about God and Hisrelationship with nature.

We know God does not need wind to travel, but who are we to say that God never enters
His creation to enjoy the beauty of what He has made, and actually ride the wings of the
wind? God entersearth many timesin the Old Testament. God enjoyed eating with
Abraham and walking in fellowship with Enoch. He walked in the garden in the cool of the
day. Cool, by theway, isthe same wor d for wind. If you study wind in the Bible, you
discover that the Hebrew and Greek words for wind are the same words used to describe the
Spirit of God. We cannot say that God does not literally enjoy riding the wings of the wind.
The Spirit of God isthe same asthe breath of God or the wind of God. The same words



refer to all of them.

Thevery first picture of God we have in the Bibleisin Gen.1:2, and that is of the Spirit of
God hovering over the waters. The Hebrew word for spirit isthe same word for wind and
breath. It was God riding on the wings of the wind that began the process of turning the
chaosinto aworld of order. It all begins with the wind of God, the Spirit of God, the breath
of God. All threearethe same Hebrew word.

The Spirit and thewind have much in common. They are both invisible, yet very
powerful. Wind isair in motion, and the Spirit is God in motion. Jesuslinked the Holy
Spirit and the wind in His night talk with Nicodemus. He said to him in John 3:8, " The wind
blows wherever it pleases. You hear itssound, but you cannot tell where it comesfrom or
whereitisgoing. Soitiswith everyone born of the Spirit."

Thewind can lift up millions of tons of water into the atmosphere, and yet it isan unseen
power. It isdoing thingsof enormous power all the time, but we cannot see it. Sothe Holy
Spiritisat work in the lives of people doing wonders in changing them and motivating them,
but Heis unseen. Like the wind, Hisinfluenceis seen and felt by His effects that are visible.
Wind is ever doing mighty thingsin therealm of the physical and spiritual. We need both
the natural and the spiritual wind more than we realize.

Grace N. Crowell expressed our need for the cleansing wind in these prayer lines-

" God keep a clean wind blowing through my heart night and day.
Cleanse it with sunlight, let the silver rain wash away

Cobwebs, and the smoldering dust that year sleave, | pray.

God, keep a clean wind blowing through my heart: Wind from far
Green pastures, and from shaded poolswher e still waters are;
Wind from spaces out beyond thefirst twilight star.

Bitter ness can have no placein me, nor grief stay,

When the winds of God rush through and sweep them away.

God keep a clean wind blowing through my heart night and day."

Thisisaprayer for the Holy Spirit to cleanse usfrom the pollution of the world and give
us aclean inner atmospher e where the fruit of the Spirit can grow. The Holy Spirit blows
out the contaminated air of our soul and gives us fresh air to breathe. Theresultisarevived
interest in the thingsof Christ. Our affections ar e set on things above, and not things below.
Revival comes when God rides the wings of the wind blowing away the chaff, and giving us
clear vision of what really matters.

When the rushing mighty wind came upon the disciples at Pentecost, it was the wind of the
Spirit, and they wer e filled with that Wind and began to declare the wonders of God. The
wind and the Holy Spirit are both message carriers. They make sounds, and these sounds
convey amessage. The Psalmist says, " He makes the wind His messenger." The poets often
refer to the winds as messengers. Shakespear e wrote,

"The southern wind doth play thetrumpet



To his purposes; and by his hollow
Whistling in the leaves foretellsa
Tempest, and a blistering day."

Tennyson wrote, " A wind arose and rushed upon the South and shook the songs, the
whisper s, and the shrieks of the wild woodstogether; and a Voice went with it, follow, follow
thou shalt win." Longfellow wrote,

"I hear thewind among the trees,
Playing celestial symphonies.

| seethe branches downward bent,
Like keys of some great instrument."

At Pentecost, the wind of the Holy Spirit was playing God's song for all nations. The
Gospel melody rung out to the crowd, and the great commission fulfillment began as people
from all over the world responded to the Gospel. The power that propelled the church
forward on this glorious mission waswind power: Theheavenly wind power of the Holy
Spirit.

Wind power has always been a part of natur e, but man has been slow to capture this
power and harnessit for his purpose. The Dutch were thefirst to bring windmillsto
America. In 1622 they set oneupin New York for grinding grain. By 1900 it was aten
million dollar ayear business. The first successful windmill to generate power commercially
was built in Vermont in 1941. Itison a hill called Grandpa' sKnob. It'stwo bladed
propeller measuring 130 feet from tip to tip gener ated electricity for nearly 4 years. Then in
1945 a wind so strong came up that it spun one of the eight ton bladesright off the tower
sending it two hundred yards. The project was then abandoned. Wind is a danger ous power
that can get out of control.

If we apply thisto the Holy Spirit we seethe similarity. The Holy Spirit isever present,
but this does not mean we know how to utilize the power of this heavenly wind. When we do
discover waysto be propelled by the wind of the Spirit, we often lose control. The
Corinthians wer e empower ed by the Spirit, but they used the power in abusive waysthat did
damage to the church. They were like awindmill coming apart at the seams, because they
did not control the power.

| have wind power in my car, and when | turn theblower on | can get wind of varied
degrees of force and temperature. | haveto regulate this wind power or | will be too cold or
too hot. Power isavailable, but it hasto beregulated or it becomesa problem. Soit iswith
the power of the Holy Spirit. People often go to extremeswith what is good, and end up with
what isbad. Christians have gotten into all sorts of fanatical displays of power. Power must
always be used wisely or it can do more har m than good.

Jesus wastelling Nicodemusthat he did not need to under stand the wind to profit from it.
Nor did he need to under stand the new birth to yield to the Holy Spirit and be bor n anew.
You do not need to under stand power to use power wisely. We all use electricity without
under standing it. We do not know how it wor ks, but we make it work for us because we have



channeled it to wise purposes. |f we hold up agolf club in astorm we areinviting abolt of
power that will not be put to good use unless our goal isto be toasted. We under stand
enough about this power to avoid foolish dangerous practices. Soitiswith the power of the
Spirit. We must use the power wisely and avoid folliesthat hurt the body.

Power isalwaysrisky, and so every timethereis a discovery of a new power sour ce there
is conflict among men to contr ol that power. When the windmill became popular in the 14th
century, theissue arose asto who owned thewind. Pope Celestinelll laid claim to it and
would only let the windmill owners use it at aprice. Thisled to some interesting court cases.
But wind power wasin, and it changed the course of history. Holland was almost
uninhabitable, but by means of the windmill water was pumped off the land, and a whole new
civilization was begun. Descartes said, " God made the world, but the Dutch made Holland."
What he forgot was the Dutch could have done nothing without the wind, and God holds the
windsin Hisfists.

It took 51 windmills four yearsto empty alake, but in 1634 it was dry and Holland's land
area was gr eatly expanded. It wasthe most startling r eclamation project of the age, and all
was done by wind power. Over 9 thousand windmills lined the dikes and canals of the land.

It was the land the wind built. The kingdom of God on earth islikethisas well, for Jesustold
the disciplesto tarry in Jerusalem until they received power from the Holy Spirit-the wind of
heaven. When the mighty rushing wind came at Pentecost, the church had thewind power
necessary to build a universal kingdom. The church, like Holland, owes its existence to wind
power. God rides not only across the sky, but across history on the wings of the wind. The
wind isthe source of energy that God has used in both creation and redemption.

How did God restore the earth after the flood so that it wasfit again for man and animals.
Gen. 8:1 says, "But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that
wer e with him in the ark, and He sent awind over the earth and the watersreceded." By
wind power God did to the whole world what the Dutch did to Holland. The whole wor |d was
reclaimed by thewind.

How did God save the | sraelites when they were trapped between the Red Sea and
Pharaoh with his army of chariots. Ex. 14:21 says, " All that night the Lord drove the sea
back with a strong East wind and turned it into dry land." God isall powerful, and could by
Hismere word maketheriver bed dry, but He preferred to use wind power. God usesthis
great force todo hiswill in creation. He saved | srael by wind power. He was, that night,
riding the wings of the wind, and using this natural power for His purpose. And the message
of all thisisthat God isimmanent in Hiscreation. That is, He does get involved, and doesin
some way really ride the wings of the wind. Some of the reasonswhy He does He hastold us.
First of all-

I. TO CREATE.

It was the wind of God, or His breath, that pushed back the water and made the dry land
possible. It was His breath breathed into the animal world and man that gave them life, and
then weread in Ps. 33:6, " By theword of the Lord werethe heavens made, the starry hosts
by the breath of His mouth." The whole univer se came from the breath of God. Thewind of



His spoken word created all that is. And everything continuesasit is by the power of His
breath, or wind. Over and over again, the Bible makesit clear that if God withdrew His
breath from anything it would cease to be.

Thewhole process of natures reproduction is maintained by wind power. If pollen and
seedswer e not blown by thewind all would soon be dead. But because of the wind every
nook and cranny on the planet is a place for potential life, for seeds ar e blown everywhere.
Lyll Watson in Heaven's Breath wrote thiswhole book to show that thewind isthe
circulatory and nervous system of earth, and that all life is dependent upon thewind. The
5600 million million tons of air that wrapsthisplanet isakey to life. Each of usbreaths
about 10 million timesayear. Webegin lifewith a breath and continue life with breathing.
Thewhole wor ld needs to breathe to continue, and it does so by means of thewind. Have
you ever had the wind knocked out of you? It isawful. We need wind going down our
windpipeto survive. Thewind also evaporates water from the sea and givesthe wholeworld
thedrink it needsto survive. Without the wind the world would soon be a vast desert. The
wind causes one and a half million tons of water to fall on the land of this world every second.
Life needswater and wind gets water to all of life.

Man isjust beginning to see how the whole planet iskept in balance by the jet steam that
tares around the world 30,000 feet above the earth. It travels up to 300 miles per hour and
regulatestheweather all over theworld. It redistributes hot and cold air all over the world
to maintain balance. Dr. Harry Wexler of the U. S. Weather Bureau wrote, " In awindless
wor |d the tropics would become intolerably hot and the rest of the planet unbear ably cold;
the parched continentswould become dust: Citieswould suffocate." But God ridesthe
wings of the wind to create balance. Secondly, God rides the wings of the wind-

I1. TO CLEANSE.

The world isfilled with corruption and pollution in the air. If thewind did not blow this
foul air away all of life would soon parish in the stagnant air. Life depends on the cleansing
power of the wind.

"Thereisever and ever hisboundless blue
And ever and ever hisgreen, green sod,
And ever and ever between the two

Walks the wonder ful winds of God."

Thiswastrueeven in the ideal wor ld of Eden. Even in a perfect world ther e wer e certain
times better than others. One of them wasthe cool of the evening. The sun could still be hot
in a perfect world, and so Adam and Eve could sweat and even get sun burned, and so it was
arefreshing time when the cool of the evening wind would blow. Gen. 3:8 says, " Then the
man and hiswife heard the sound of the Lord God as He waswalking in the garden in the
cool of theday." The Hebrew word for cool isruach, which isthe sameword for wind,
breath, and spirit. It wasin that time of day that nature was providing the gentle breeze that
God walked in the garden. The heat was blown away and it was an ideal time. The wind
brings comfort and pleasureto all of uswhen it ishot. Thirdly, God ridesthe wings of the



wind-
I11.TO COMPEL.

Wind isthedriving force of life. The breath of God iswhat givesall that lives, life, and
the ability to move. When we losethe breath of life we are dead and still. It isthe wind within
usthat compelsusto think, to act, and to grow. Everything that we do depends upon the
movement of air. The Bible says we function by wind power, and when the wind stops we
stop too. To beborn anewisto born of anewwind. The breath of God's Spirit enters us and

we are compelled by thisnew wind to go a new direction God wantsusto go. Myra Scovel in
1969 wrote,

"Wheredoesthe wind come from,
Nicodemus?

" Rabbi, | do not know;"
Nor can you tell where it will go.

Put your self into the path of the wind,
Nicodemus.

Y ou will know the thrill of being borne along
By something greater than your self.

You are proud of your position,
Of your security,

But you will perish in such stagnant air.

Put your self into the path of the wind,
Nicodemus.
Bright leaves will dance before you.
Y ou will find yourself in places
That you never dreamed of seeing.
Y ou will be forced into places you have dr eaded
And find them like a coming home.

Put your self into the path of the wind,
Nicodemus.

You will have a power that you never had before.
Nicodemus,

Y ou will be a new man!
Put your self into the path of the wind."

Dr. Jowett, the great preacher, went for a walk by the sea, and he asked a sailor if he
could explain thewind. Hesaid, "No, | can't explain the wind, but | can hoist asail." Jowett
realized then that we don't need to explain the wind, but we need to simply cooper ate with it
and use the wind to achieve God's purpose. We need to let it blow usin the direction He
wantsto compel usto go. Fourthly, God rides the wings of the wind-

V. TO CONQUER.



Inll Sam. 22:11 God rode on the wings of the wind in or der to deliver David from his
foes. By theblast of breath from Hisnostrils came a conquering wind. All through the Old
Testament the breath of God is a force for judgment. Some of the great victories of history
wer ewind victories.

England will never forget the winds of God that saved them fr om the Spanish Armada.
The superb and towering galleonsstruck terror into the hearts of the English people. They
had only small shipsin comparison, but Captain Drake went out anyway to do battle with
these giants of the sea. Thewind became strong and the huge Spanish shipscould not
maneuver like the smaller English ships. They became helpless and those that wer e not sunk
wer e carried around the channel and smashed to pieces on the rocks. By the power of the
wind England won a decisive battle she could never have won without the wind of God.

It was four o'clock in the after noon on April 22, 1915. The expertstold the Ger man
Gener alsit wasthe perfect time to let loose the deadly poisonous gas on the Allies. They said
the wind would blow in their direction for the next 36 hours. The gas began to kill the allied
soldiers, but then the wind shifted and came back upon the Germans and they died by the
thousands. If thewind had not shifted the Ger mans may have conquered theworld. Never
before wasthere any recor d of the wind shifting so suddenly. God again wasriding on the
wings of the wind to conquer the forces of evil.

We need the wind towin. We need God'sjudging wind to create stormsthat bring
judgment on evil. Wind isaweapon that no man can resist. It isafrightening power, but
we need to pray that God will blow away the foul odor of man's corruption, and let us breath
again the clean air of righteousness. We cannot do thiswith our puny power. We need the
wind of God to conquer.

Captain Ahab in Moby Dick says, " Tisa noble and heroic thing, the wind! Who ever
conquered it? Inevery fight it hasthe last and bitter est blow.......There's something all
glorious and graciousin thewind." Thisiseven more so when we look beyond the wind of
natur eto thewind of God's Spirit. Let every cooling breeze remind you that God's Spirit is
blowing to bring refreshment into your life. Let every storm remind you that the wind of
God'sjudgment will have the final word, and we need to be sheltered in the ark of Christ or
be blown away. Shakespeare wasright when he said, " I1l blows the wind that profits
nobody." Every wind can profit the Christian if they will, like the Psalmist, look for and see
God riding on the wings of the wind.

11. THE WONDER OF CLOUDS Psalm 104:1-24

Jean Baptiste L amar ch, the distinguished French natur alist, came from a military family
and, at the age of 17 and in keeping with hisfamily'stradition, enlisted in the army. At 21,
however, his health failed and he went to Parisfor a year of treatment. It wasthe bleakest
time he had ever known. Poor and alone, helived in a small attic room where he spent days
on end, flat on hisback.Ther e wer e no windowsin the room. There wasonly a small



sky-light, through which he could watch the clouds drifting overhead. Astime passed,
though, Lamarch became more and more intrigued by the different cloud formations. Each
type, he noticed, was associated with a particular kind of weather. Therewasthe nimbus
which heralds a storm, the cumulus which comes at the end of a fine summer afternoon, the
cirreswhich, saysthat good weather ison itsway. When the year was over, Lamarch was an
expert on clouds. Military life, he decided, had lost its appeal. He switched to science and
fundlessthough he was at first, went on to become one of the outstanding scientists of his
gener ation.

M ost of us do not have our lives changed by watching clouds, but the fact is most of us
have had times when watching clouds has had some effect on us. My granddaughter Jenny
and | just this past summer wer e sitting out on the front lawn finding different animalsin the
clouds asthey changed for mations, and | watched clouds enough so that everytime | see a
pretty cloud now | praisethe Lord. It has become a habit because | spent enough time
dwelling on cloudsto make a deep impression on my mind. | can identify with the unknown
poet who wrote-

" Oh, it is pleasant, with a heart of ease,

Just after sunset, or by moonlight skies,

To make the shifting clouds be what you please,

Or let the easily-per suaded eyes

Own each quaint likenessissuing from the mould

Of afriend'sfancy, or with head bent low

And clear aslight, see riversflow of gold

"Twixt crimson banks; and then, a traveler, go

From mount to mount through cloud and gor geousland."

Probably the most impressive clouds | have ever experienced was when | was a chaplain
in the Civil Air Patrol and was taken up in asmall plane. When the pilot got above the clouds
I could not believe the brightness as the sun reflected off the masses of billowing clouds. It
was the brightest experience | have ever had. Miles and miles of brilliant shining clouds. It
was awesome, and again enables me to identify with HIGH FLIGHT by John Gillespie
M agee, Jr.

"Oh, | have slipped the surly bonds of earth

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered wings;

Sunward I've climbed, and joined thetumbling mirth Of sun-split clouds -- and done a
hundred things You have not dreamed of -- wheeled and soared and swung
High in the sunlit silence. Hov'ring there,

I've chased the shouting wind along, and flung

MYy eager craft through footless halls of air.

Up, up thelong, delirious burning blue

I've topped the windswept heights with easy grace

Where never lark, or even eagle flew.

And, whilewith silent, lifting mind I 've trod

The high untr esspassed sanctity of space,

Put out my hand, and touched the face of God."



| have had some marvelous experiences with clouds, but not until recently did | ever
realize how important a place clouds play in the Bible, and in the plan of God. They play a
major rolein life on this planet, for without cloudsthere would be no life. They also play a
major rolein the weather. Man has spent millions of dollars and hourstryingto learn all he
can about clouds for he knows they hold the secretsto much of what he wantsto know. The
Bible says much about therole of cloudsin weather and thisisimportant to understand, but
today we are going to focus on the spiritual valuesin clouds. Let mejust sharethisone
paragraph on the scientific natur e of clouds.

What are clouds? Clouds are water. Either small liquid water dropsor tiny pieces of ice.
M eteor ologists rank clouds accor ding to their height and whether or not they are flat or
puffy. How are cloudsformed? Cloudsform when the air rises. As a blob of air risesit
expands and gets colder, the colder air cannot hold as much water as warmer air. Asthe
temperature and air pressure continueto drop, tiny water droplets group together into
clumps called cloud droplets. At this point, the blob of air becomes a visible cloud. If the
cloud keeps going up, the cloud dropletswill clump together and form water droplets. These
water dropletsare too heavy to float in the air and they fall from the sky as either rain or
snow.

Thereare 148 versesin the Bible dealing with clouds, and so it would take most of our time,
if not all of it, just to read what the Bible says about them. But | do want to giveyou a
power ful impression of their role, and so | will read anumber of ver ses where clouds are
directly connected with God.

GOD'SPRESENCE INA CLOUD

Nu 11:25 And the LORD came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit
that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the
spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.

Nu 12:5 And the LORD camedown in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the
tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.

De 31:15 Andthe LORD appeared in the tabernaclein apillar of acloud: and the pillar of
the cloud stood over the door of thetabernacle.

Mt 17:5 While he yet spake, behold, abright cloud over shadowed them: and behold a voice
out of the cloud, which said, Thisis my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased; hear ye him.
Mr 9:7 And therewasacloud that over shadowed them: and a voice came out of the cloud,
saying, Thisis my beloved Son: hear him.

Lu 9:34 Whilehethus spake, there came a cloud, and over shadowed them: and they fear ed
asthey entered into the cloud.

Lu 9:35 And there came avoiceout of the cloud, saying, Thisis my beloved Son: hear him.

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRISTIN THE CLOUDS
Lu 21:27 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and gr eat

glory.
Mt 24:30 And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the



tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.

Mt 26:64 Jesussaith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless | say unto you, Her eafter shall
ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.
Mr 13:26 And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and
glory.

Mr 14:62 And Jesus said, | am: and ye shall seethe Son of man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

1Th 4:17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Re 1:7 Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which
pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen.

CHRIST SETTING ONTHE CLOUD ASHISTHRONE

Re 14:14 And | looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat like unto the
Son of man, having on his head a golden crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle.

Re 14:15 And another angel came out of the temple, crying with aloud voice to him that sat
on the cloud, Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for thetimeiscome for theetoreap; for the
harvest of the earth isripe.

Re 14:16 And hethat sat on the cloud thrust in hissickle on the earth; and the earth was
reaped.

THE GLORY OF GOD IN THE CLOUDS]

Ex 16:10 And it cameto pass, as Aaron spake unto the whole congregation of the children
of Israel, that they looked towar d the wilder ness, and, behold, the glory of the LORD
appeared in the cloud.

God used the cloud as a means of conveying His glory. The clouds still do that, for when
they are awesome in their beauty and grandeur you cannot help but think of God. Their
gigantic size and the beauty of their whiteness convey a glory that is Godlike. Their are many
textsthat convey thisidea.

Ex 40:34 Then acloud covered the tent of the congr egation, and the glory of the LORD
filled the tabernacle.

Ex 40:35 And Moseswas not able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the
cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

Nu 16:42 And it cameto pass, when the congregation was gathered against M oses and
against Aaron, that they looked toward the taber nacle of the congregation: and, behold, the
cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.

1Ki 8:11 Sothat the priestscould not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory
of the LORD had filled the house of the LORD.

2Ch 5:14 Sothat the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the
glory of the LORD had filled the house of God.

Eze 10:4 Then theglory of the LORD went up from the cher ub, and stood over the
threshold of the house; and the house was filled with the cloud, and the court was full of the
brightness of the LORD'Sglory.

That was 24 of the 148, but those ar e enough to give you an impression of the key role



clouds play in the Word of God. Then thereisthe fascinating text we read in Ps.104 about
the clouds being God's chariot. Ps 104:3 "Who layeth the beams of his chambersin the
waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind." Thisis
not the only place thisideais conveyed. In |sa. 19:1 weread, " Behold, the LORD rideth
upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt: and theidols of Egypt shall be moved at his
presence, and the heart of Egypt shall melt in the midst of it." Theancient Hebrews could
look at a beautiful swiftly moving cloud and see it as God's chariot. It was a heavenly chariot,
and was mor e like a space ship to them. They saw God's presence in nature mor e than we do,
and they could see more than just animal shapes in the clouds, they could see God. I f you
look at a great billowing cloud sometimes you can see huge faces form, and no doubt, they
sometimes felt they wer e looking at the face of God in the clouds.

The Jews of the Old Testament dayssaw more in clouds than we ever doin our culture.ln
Jewish legend clouds hovered around Adam and Eve until they sinned and then the clouds
left and they were naked. In Job 38:8-11 we see the clouds are the clothing of the sea. " Asthe
child iswrapped in swaddling clothes, so the sea was wrapped in the clouds." In so many
ways they saw the presence of God in naturein clouds. They ar e heavenly things, and so it
makes sense that they would associate the clouds with God.

In the Cyclopadiea Of Theological Literature weread, " Asin such climates clouds
refreshing veil the oppressive glories of the sun, clouds often symbolize the Divine presence,
asindicating the splendor, insupportable to man, of that glory which they wholly or partially
conceal.... the shelter given, the refreshment of rain promised by clouds, give them their
peculiar prominence in Oriental imagery, and the individual cloud in that ordinarily
cloudlessregion becomes well defined, and isdwelt upon like theindividual treein the bare
landscape." " Being the least substantial of visible forms, undefined in shape, and
unrestrained in position, it isthe one among material things which most easily suggests
spiritual being."

Randall Otto in hisbook, Coming In the Clouds writes, " The very nature of acloud makes
it an almost ideal vehicle for theintroduction of the super natural appearances or asa veil
between things spiritual and invisible and things physical and visible, a symbol of the Divine
presenceitself. He says, " Among the Jewsthe Messiah was known as " the cloudy one" or
"the son of a cloud.”

Otto'swhole book isto show that God used the cloudsto both reveal Himself, and to
conceal Himself. No one could ever see God and live, and so God made His presence known,
and Hisinvisibility visible, by means of clouds. | f God ever came into our human presence
without being clothed in clouds we would be burnt to a crisp instantly, asif we were thrust
into theimmediate presence of the sun. Cloudsthen ar e the clothing God wear s so asto keep
men from being destroyed by His presence. He writes, " Jesus became the taber nacle of
God. God came down to dwell with men and in him was the Shekinah glory of God veiled in
flesh. The body of Jesuswas what the cloud wasin the O.T. It covered theglory of God in
Jesus so men could look on him and live. The fullness of God wasin him and if it was seen it
would destr oy all who saw it. Otto's whole theme is no man hasever seen the glory of God
unveiled and never can for it istoo intense for man to see and live. Even in Jesusit had to be
covered by flesh or a cloud when he ascended."



SECOND COMING

One of thelast thingswe will see on earth will be the coming of our Lord in the glory of
the clouds. They will be the most brilliant and glorious cloudswe have ever seen. The hymn
writer wrote,

LO! He comes with clouds descending, Once for favoured sinnersslain;
Thousand thousand saints attending, Swell the triumph of histrain:
Hallelujah! God appear son earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him Robed in dreadful majesty;
Those who set at nought and sold him, Pier ced and nailed him to the tr ee, Deeply wailing,
Shall the true M essiah see.

The dear tokens of his passion Still his dazzling body bears;
Cause of endless exultation To hisransomed wor shipers;
With what rapture Gaze we on those glorious scar s!

Yea, Amen! let all adore thee, High on thy eternal throne;
Savior, take the power and glory, Claim the kingdom for thine own;
Jehovah, Everlasting God, come down!

Those who have been to | srael and seen the clouds there get a better idea of what the
Biblical referencesto clouds signify. For example, Ps. 139 begins, " If | rise on the wings of
thedawn," and James Neil comments on thisphrase, " ThisfiguretoaWesternisnot alittle
obscure. For my part, | cannot doubt that we are to understand certain beautiful light
clouds asthus poetically described. | have observed invariably, that in thelate spring-time,
in summer, and yet more especially in the autumn, white clouds ar eto be seen in Palestine.
They only occur at the earliest hour s of morning, just previously to and at the time of
sunrise. Itisthetotal absence of clouds at all other parts of the day, except during the short
period of winter rains, that lends such striking solemnity and force to those descriptions of
the Second Advent where our Lord isrepresented ascoming in the clouds. This featur e of
Hismajesty losesall its meaning in landslike ours, in which clouds ar e of such common
occurrencethat they arerarely absent from the sky. The mor ning clouds of summer and
autumn are always of a brilliant silvery white, save at such times asthey are dyed with the
delicate opal tints of dawn. They hang low upon the mountains of Juda, and produce effects
of indescribable beauty, as they float far down in the valley's, or to rise to wrap themselves
around the summit of the hills. In almost every instance, by about seven o' clock the heat has
dissipated these fleecy clouds, and to the vivid Eastern imagination morn hasfolded her
outstr etched wings."

Another givestestimony of how the clouds give her aid and comfort in the present. She
writes, " From the breezy heights of Beulah Hill we command a lovely and uninterrupted
view, not of the fair earth merely, but of the fairer firmament above it; our windows are
obser vatories whence many alonging, loving glance is cast heavenwar ds, and one of the chief
pleasures of restful or contemplative hoursisfound in silently watching the ever changing



aspect of the sky, and noting the manifold glories of that wonder ful cloud-land which divides
our earthly home from the promised inheritance on high. | never tire of gazing on the
beautiful mysteries of the clouds. | love to watch the grand and solemn rolling of black and
rugged masses, when stor ms ar e abroad, and the wind is mar shaling them to adread
convention of brooding tempests; and equally well | love to see them when, in summer days,
the cloudlets float like flakes of driven snow acrossthe deep blue ether, and lose themselves
at the feet of mountainsthat rival the Alpine peaksin beauty and sublimity. Sometimesthe
watcher will see a cloud of such celestial beauty that to his enamored fancy it looks

"'Asthough an angel, in hisupward flight,
Had left his mantle floating in mid-air.

Or anon, with pensive pleasur e, he may mark
'Clouds on the western side

Grow grey and greyer, hiding thewarm sun.'"

But under all aspectsthey are enchanting and suggestive; their very movements arerestful
to my spirit; they always speak to me of the Lord'sgreat power and love, and many atime
have burdens of care been lifted from my heart, and carried away, by these celestial chariots,
'asfar as the east isfrom the west.' "

In other words, there can be practical spiritual value in watching clouds if we see what the
Bible writer ssaw in them, the very presence of God, and the visible means of conveying his
invisible power and majesty. Every cloud would indeed have a silver lining if we could see
the presence of God in it. When | can most see thisis when the clouds have lar ge spaces
between them and the sun'srays ar e streaming down through them. The sight makes me feel
the presence of God on Histhrone and | praiseHim for Hisglory and majesty. The silver
lining is conspicuousthen. But the unknown poet writes,

"Theinner side of every cloud
Isbright and shining;

| thereforeturn my clouds about,
And always wear them inside out,
To show thelining."

Thefact isabove the cloudsthe sun is always shining and so no matter how dark the clouds
look from the earth, they are bright on the highest level. The value of studying cloudsisthat
it gives you another way to be made aware of the presence of God in everyday life. Asl go
about my business, | suddenly look up and see a beautiful cloud and | praise God for His
presence, love, and guidance. | never did thisuntil | studied clouds and saw their importance
to God and Hisplan both for the secular world and the sacr ed goal of eternal life. It may not
have this effect on you just hearing a sermon on clouds, but | pray it does, for it addsa
positive dimension to your life. | waswaiting at Como park thissummer for the grandkidsto
come out of the Conservatory and as| sat looking up into the clouds | decided to pull out a
piece of paper and write down my feelings about them. It is not great poetry, but it isgreat to
have poetry in you about clouds because therepresent God's presence. | wrote,

OH CLOUDS SO WHITE



REFLECTING LIGHT
FROM SUN SO BRIGHT
OH WHAT ASIGHT!

YOU CHANGE SO FAST
NEW IMAGES CAST

OF PRESENT AND PAST,
BUT NONE CAN LAST.

YOU COME AND GO

SWIFT ASSPRING TIME SNOW,
BUT WHAT A SHOW

ASYOU SO QUICKLY FLOW.

YOU PAINT THE SKY
ASTHROUGH IT YOU FLY,
SOME LOW, SOME HIGH
WHICH MAKESME CRY!

SOFT ASA DOVE

MY HEART YOU SHOVE
TO PRAISE GOD ABOVE
FOR CLOUDSTO LOVE.

| trust you will come to love cloudstoo, and be ableto seein them the visible symbols of the
invisible presence of God, for then you will enter into the wonder of the clouds.

12. THE EAGLE LIFE Based on Isa. 40:27-31

Flight is not only for the birds, it is for the believer saswell. Pilotsand astronauts do not
have exclusiverights on soaring into the heavens. The Negr o Spiritual says,

| got wings, you got wings,

All O God's children got wings.

When | get up to heab'n

I'm going to put on my wings,

I'm going to fly all oveh God's heab'n.

M an has always envied the birds, and haslonged to ableto fly. The history of man'slabor to
turn this aspiration into areality is fascinating. Beforethe story isfinished, however, every
believer will haveapartin it.

The day iscoming, says Scriptur e, when all believers will take part in God's spectacular
flight event called the rapture. All believers will be caught up into the sky to meet the Lord.



Therewill a great migration from this planet into outer space, because this earth will be so

contaminated by the disease of sin that God will have to destroy it by fireto purify it. After
thisthere will be a new heaven and a new earth, and believerswill be able to make areentry
into this transfor med wor Id.

Allwho trust in Jesus Christ as Savior have agreat adventure in flight in the future. God
expects usto be preparing now for thisadventure in the heights by living and exalted life, or,
as our text suggests, and eagle like life. The eagle soarsto heights beyond that of any other
bird. It liveson the highest level. Its dwelling place isabove the snake line. Twelve hundred
feet above the sea level is called the snake line, because poisonous snakes do not crossthat
line and go higher. Settlersin the days when snakes wer e abundant, and their bitesless
curable, would always ask of a piece of property, "Isit above thesnake line?" That iswhere
the eagle lives; out of range of the deadly serpent.

Its power and gracein flight that take it out of sight has made it a frequently used biblical
symbol. InProv. 30:19 there are four thingstoo wonderful for the author to understand,
and thefirst isthe way of an eagle in the sky.

Bird of the broad and sweeping wing,

Thy homeishigh in heaven,
Wher e wide the storms there banner sfling,
And tempest clouds are driven.

It isappropriate that man name hisfirst mechanical bird to reach the moon-the eagle. It
islikewise appropriate that God should usethe eagle toillustrate the kind of high level living
He expectsusto attain. Life on a higher plain; mountain top experiences; sitting with Christ
in heavenly places, and setting our affections on things above, are all partsof what is meant
by the eaglelife. It isalife of high idealsand aspirations. Itislifein which the per spectiveis
always upward.

And high above the seas and lands

On peaksjust tipped with mor ning light,
My dauntless spirit mutely stands,

With eagle wings outspread for flight.

Thisisthe position every Christian should bein: ready asthe poet and the prophet says,
to mount up with wings like eagles. In order to aid each of usto rise toward thisideal it is
our goal to find in our text answersto 3 important questions concerning the eagle life. The
first question is-

I.WHAT ISTHE RESOURCE FOR THE EAGLE LIFE?

In the spiritual, asin the physical realm, there must be a sour ce of fuel to propel usinto
the heights. Itisclear from the context of I sa. 40 that man left to his own resources will
either never get off the ground, or crash soon if he does. Thenatural man has no desire for
flightsinto the heavenlies with Christ. Lifeon ahigher plain hasno appeal. |If God
transformed a man outwardly, but left the inner man in bondage to the law of sin, he would



bejust likethe butterfly in Charlotte Gilman's poem in which histransformation was
lamented.

| do not want to fly, said he.
| only what to squirm!

And he drooped hiswings dejectedly,
But still hisvoicewasfirm:

| do not want to be a fly!
| want to be aworm.

The natural man longs only for the mud, and theworm life. His aspiration isto go lower
into the darkness of sin and its passing pleasures. Oswald Spengler in his book Decline Of
The West says, "We have descended from the perspective of the bird to that of the frog."
Thetragedyisthat believers, who should belooking up, are influenced by this low
perspective of the majority. Like Peter, they take their eyesoff the resourcefor their power,
and they begin to sink. That isjust what wefind in Isa. 40. The Jews had been flying high at
onetime. In Ex. 19:4 God reminds them of their flight out of Egypt and, " ..how | bore you
on eagle wings and brought you to myself."

They took their eyes off from God, however, and lost their wings. They came crashing to
the earth in enemy territory. They wer e oppressed, defeated, and discouraged, and verse 27
revealsthat they were convinced that God had given them up. They were convinced He
didn't care about their problems. With thisworms eye view of things they had no power for
flight. They had cut themselves off from the only resour ce for living the eagle life, and so
they were grounded. That resourceis, asthe next few ver ses plainly reveal, and adequate
concept of God.

Thefuel for flyinginto the firmament isfound for men where angelsfind it. Itisin the
reality of the presence of God in all His majesty. Only aswe seethe majesty of God in His
power and per sonality, and only as we feel our souls flooded with adoration and wonder, can
we have the power to soar tothe heights. The whole context exaltsthe power of God. Isaiah
knowsthat his people ar e weak and discouraged, because they have a weak picture of God in
their minds.

He callstheir attention to the heavensin verse 26. God ispictured asthe Great Shepherd
of the univer se, and the starsare Hisvast flock scatter ed over the meadows of heaven. He
knows everyone of them by name. There are more starsin the heavens than there are people
on the earth, yet God knows everyone of them by name. When you get this kind of vision of
God in your head you will know that God knows every man, and even the hairs of his head
are numbered. When believers get discouraged and feel God isignoring them, it is because
they have forgotten that God is God, and that His ways ar e not our ways. Have you not
known, and have you not heard asked Isaiah in verse 28?2 The Lord isthe everlasting God.

With our worms eye view of lifewetend to think in terms of today, and this year, but the
span of God'svision isfrom eternity to eternity. God does not haveto bein ahurry. He
doesnot have to settle all issuestoday to be successful. Itishard for usto wait, for we do not
even have the patience of Job, let alone the patience of God. We need to lear n that we



cannot judge God's faithfulness by the moment. He may not meet our need, or solve our
problem, but Heisworking in all things with us for ultimate good. He does not get tired of
helping us and go away weary to leave us on our own. Sometimes we feel like God has left us,
but our theology must be based, not on feelings, but on therevealed character and promises
of God.

Clouds werethy chariotsand | knew them not,
They came in solemn thunder to my ear;

| thought that far away Thou hadst for got,

But Thou wert at my side and Heaven was near .

If weintend to fly high, and live the eagle life, we must have an adequate and exalted
concept of God. Eagles do not chase flies, and no one can have his head of trivial ideas of
God, and have the resources necessary for high living. No matter how low we feel we must
look up and see the majesty of God if we want to fly.

From sin and dust to Thee we cry,
The Great, the Holy, and the High.

God in all His power and splendor asHe isrevealed in His creation and HisWord isthe
resour ce for the strength needed to live the eagle life. No man flieshigh who does not have a
high view of God. Now the question we need to answer is-

I.WHAT ISTHE REQUIREMENT FOR THE EAGLE LIFE?

Knowing the resource is not enough. M en knew of the resour ce for the power to propel
them into space long before they could apply it. The source of power isone thing, but how to
useit isanother. God isour resource, but how do let the fuel from Hisinfinite reservoir flow
into our finite lives and lift us to the heights of the eagle life? What isrequired on our part?

The answer isfound in verse 31. Our requirement istowait for God. Thismay sound
strange to us, but it isaword that runsall thr ough the Old Testament. In the Psaimswe
read it, " Truly my soul waitsupon God." Inlsa. 30:18weread," For the Lord isa God of
justice; blessed are all those who wait for Him." Take your concordance and you will find
many text that reveal that a basic requirement for the believer isto wait on the Lord. What
does thismean? It has 3 interrelated meanings.

1. DEPENDENCE. Towait on the Lord meansto put yourself in His hands, and not try to
accomplish Hiswill in your own strength. The poet put it,

From God, the overflowing spring,

Our soulsshall drink a fresh supply;
While those who trust their native strength
Shall melt away and droop and die.

TowaitonthelLordistobelievethat His plan will be victorious. When things seem to go so
slow, and evil seemsto be gaining ground, the wise believer does not for sake the truth and



principles of God'skingdom, but in total dependence goeson living according to God's
revealed will. ThisiswaitingonthelLord. It isdependence based on the assurance that the
Commander in Chief hasa strategy that will bring final victory.

It isan expectant waiting. It is like the young eagles waiting with mouth open in the
mountain nest, knowing that the mother or father eagle will soon provide what is needed to
givethem strength. The believer who waits on the L or d does so with hismouth open in
per sistent and passionate prayer. Prayer isthe gr eatest attitude of dependence a man can
have. In prayer we hold up our emptinessto God for thereceiving of His fullness. The
Christian who would soar into the heights must not look to the headlinesfor hisdaily
guidance, but to the Lord. The Christian who has his eye on current events will be shaken
with every crisis, but the Christian whose eyeison the Lord will mount up with wingslike
eagles. The second meaning is,

2. OBEDIENCE. Wetend to think of waiting as a contrast to working. When you wait you
do nothing, but thisisnot true even with our English word. | f you wait on tablesin a cafe,
you ar e a waiter, and a waiter is synonymous with wor ker in that context. Waiting can mean
a form of service and activity. To give a cup of cold water in thename of Christ can be a
means of waiting on the Lord. Waiting then is not mereinactivity. Edison said, " Ever ything
comes to him who hustles while he waits." Dependence upon God does not mean we sit back
and let God do it, but that we go out and do it knowing that by His strength we can. We keep
our eyesfixed on God, and then we do our best. Along with dependence and obedienceisthe
third meaning of waiting, which is,

3. PATIENCE. This iswhat we mean when we say to just wait. It ishard to wait, but is a
key to power and high level living. The degree of our love of God isseen in our willingnessto
patiently wait to be sureof Hiswill, and to have His guidance. L ove is patient. Jacob waited
for 7 yearsto have Rachel shiswife, because heloved her so. Love knows how to wait.
Thackeray in his poem, " At The Church Gate," givesusa picture of the eager, but patient,
waiting of the lover.

Although | enter not, yet round about the spot
Offtimes | hover; And near the sacred gate,
With longing eyes | wait, Expectant of her.

Expectancy is a key to the ability to wait. L ove expects the loved one to come through, and
that givesthem the ability to endure waiting. | had a dog named Speed when | was a boy. It
followed me everywhere. When | went into ahouse it did not make any difference if | stayed
in that house for an hour or 8 hours. When | came out Speed would be waiting. He loved me
and expected loving treatment from me, and this gave him the patience to wait, and wait, and
wait. My grandmother used to tell me she saw Speed lying on the sidewalk outside atheatre
when | wasinside watching a movie. He had no concept of why | was gone so long, but he just
waited. |f we have that kind of love for God, we will not go off in our own wisdom and
strength, but in dependence we will wait on the Lord. Bradford Torrey wrote,

Not soin haste, my heart! Have faith in God and wait,
Although He lingerslong, He never comes too late.



Until He cometh, rest, Nor grudgethe hoursthat roll.
The feet that wait for God Are soonest at the goal.

God in all His power and majesty isthe resource for the eagle life. Waiting on God isthe
requirement we must fulfill to live the eagle life. Now, the final question is,

. WHAT ISTHE REWARD OF THE EAGLE LIFE?

Why should we strive to follow the path to the eagle life? What does it offer that makesit
appealing? Theemphasisinv. 31ison strength. The eagle hasfantastic power in its wings.
They have been known to pick us sheep, and even children, and carry them up to their
mountain nest. They enjoy swooping down into a storm, and flying against the wind. Their
strength makes them a symbol of perpetual youth. In Ps. 103:5 weread that God satisfies the
redeemed ones so that their youth isrenewed like the eagles.

Herein our text in v. 30 I saiah makesit clear that the strength that comes from waiting
onthe Lordisnot mere natural strength. Even the youth who dependsupon his own
resour ces only, will become weary and exhausted. Youth is not the answer to the power
shortage of the church. Thistext destroysthe excuse of the Christian who says heisnot as
young as he used to be. No matter how young your are you will get tired and exhausted, and
your strength will run out. But I saiah says, if you wait on the Lor d, even though you may be
old, your strength will be renewed. We are dealing here with the theology of the second wind;
the tapping of resour ces beyond the strength of man.

One of our biggest problemsin the Christian lifeisfatigue. We just get tired of doing
God's will. Often it moves so slow, and the fruit is so scar ce, that we question if it isworth the
effort. Many Christians give up the desire to live the eagle life. The sinful nature of man, and
the obstaclesit presents has worn them out, and they have decided to throw in the towel.
What isthe use of trying? When we get to this point, we have ceased to wait on the Lord. We
have switched over to our own fuel tank, which isempty, and that is why we lose altitude, and
begin to nose dive, and eventually crash in discouragement. But the reward for those who
keep on waiting on the L ord isrenewed strength. They can run and not get weary. They can
walk and not faint. They can plod along the dull daily routine of obedience and never give

up.

John Wesley at the age of 82 wrote to a friend after a life of activity unmatched by anyone
and said, " | am never tired in my work. From the beginning of the day or the week or the
year totheend. | do not know what weariness means. | am never weary of writing or
preachingto travelling; but am just as fresh at the end as at the beginning." We obviously
have to take into consideration his natural giftsof health. Lydia buffum had 14 of her own
children, and then took in 8 moreto raise for others., She was a unigue woman, and W esley
was a uniqgue man. Jesus, himself, had a perfect body, but he got tired and exhausted, and he
needed to get away from the crowdsto rest and recuper ate. But the point is He never got
weary of doing the will of God. He never got tired of obedience, and thisisthe reward of the
eaglelife. It isperpetual strength to labor for God with enthusiasm.

The Christian lifeis a joy when one feelstheinner power necessary to propel him up to



that high level on which heistolive, but few things are more difficult than trying to live up

therein our own strength. It getsto be adrag, and it losesits char m and excitement, and is
too much like hard wor k, when we lose our wings by failing to wait on the Lord. The quality
of our Christian experience will depend upon what we do with thisinfor mation. L et uslisten
to the prophet, and the poets, who interpret him:

Rise and soar into the sunlit ways,

Using both the wings of prayer and praise;

M ount like eagles-higher in the sky,

And you'll find thingslook so different when you fly.

13. HARMLESSASDOVES MATT. 10:16

A small boy sat by the side of a pool fishing. " What are you fishing for," asked a man who
passed by. " Sharks," replied the boy. " But there areno sharksin that pool my little man,"
said the stranger. "Thereain't any fish in this pool at all," answered the boy. " So | might as
well fish for sharksas anything else."

Children have a vivid imagination, and thisis certainly one of the characteristics Jesus
had in mind when He said men must become as little children before they can enter the
kingdom of heaven. Imagination isthe eye of the soul. Without it we are, as Beecher once
said, " And observatory without a telescope.” You cannot enter into the world of great
literature and poetry without imagination. Robert L ouis Stevenson discussed every sentence
of Treasur e lsland with his schoolboy step-son befor e giving it itsfinal form. He knew that if
his story wasto be great he had to appeal to theimagination of youth. Einstein said that
even in science, " Imagination is more important than knowledge." Imagination isthe key to
great discoveriesin every realm of life, including the spiritual. John Davidson wrote,

That minister of ministers, Imagination, gathers up--
The undiscovered Universe, Like Jewelsin ajasper cup.

No one can begin to understand the teaching of Christ without imagination. Jesus
constanly spokein parables, and used imagery that would leave a man in the dark who did
not have the illumination of a childlikeimagination. The common people heard Jesus gladly
because he did not speak in abstract theological terms, but in common picturesthat appeal ed
to theimagination. The kingdom of heaven, he said, was like a man sowing seed, like a
woman putting leven in bread, like a merchant in search of fine pearls. Or else hewould say,
itislike a musturd seed, or treasure buried in afield, or like a net thrown into the sea
gathering fish of every kind.

Jesustook Hisillustrations from life, and from nature, and appealed to the imagination.
He did so because God made nature the greatest resource for material for visual aidsin
religious education. Jesus also knew what moder n psychology has discovered-that the
imagination ismor e power ful than the will. Win a man's imagination and he isyour captive.



Great leaders must appeal to the imagination of their followersto hold their allegiance.
Napoleon said the human race isgover ned by itsimagination.

On an individual level you can demonstrate thiseasily. Take aten inch plank and put it on
the ground and walk from one end to the other. It issimple. But put the same plank acr oss
two buildingsten stories up and you could no longer do that ssmple act. Y our imagination
would fill your head with visonsof falling and it would leave you powerless. M oder n
psychology saysthat whenever the will and the imagination comeinto conflict the
imagination always wins. This means that a mind filled with visions of tragedy and evil
around the corner cannot be set at rest by good news and positive signs. Theimagination
reignsand makes them pessimistic in spite of all evidence to the contrary. On the other
hand, fill the imagination with pictures of glory and victory, and all the stor ms of hell will not
be able to blow you off the pleasant path of optimistic assurance. That is why the book of
Revelation is so preciousto Christian in persecution. Itsvivid scenes of glory around the
throne of God, and thevictory songsof Christ and all His saints wins the imagination over
and makesit afriend rather than an enemy in the battle of life.

Thismeans that a Christian generally lives on a level that cor respondswith his
imagination. If it isweak, he will belikethe man of whom M acaulay said, " Hisimagination
resembled the wings of an ostrich. It enabled him to run, though not to soar." The
Christian, however, is never to be content with wingsthat do not lift him aloft. Weare
meant to mount up with wingslike an eagle. We are to have aspirations like David who
wrotein Psalm 55:6, " O that | had wings like adove! | would fly away and be at rest."
These wings of the dove, that David longed for, are available to all believer swho have the
imagination to appropriatethem. Ever since the Holy Spirit came down in the form of a
dove, theology has been linked to the wings of the dove. Spurgeon pointed out that many
astounding sermons have been preached on the dove. All history has been ransacked for
facts and fables about doves, and they have been used to teach lessons of Christian truth.

As far back asthe second century Tatian began to speak of the fall of man asthe loss of
his spirit wings. Thesewingsare restored to man when he isfilled with the heavenly
dove--the Holy Spirit. Thewings of the dove came to mean detachment from the world, and
from the weight of flesh. To be sanctified and separated from the world wasto rise with the
wings of the dove. Inthe fourth century, Gregory of Nyssa developed a whole system of
Christian mysticism based on theidea of the wings of the dove. We cannot begin to cover all
the referencesto dovesin Christian theology and hymnology, but we want to look at some of
the most important Biblical refer ences.

I f we use our imagination we can see many par allels between literal birdsand the work of
the Holy Spirit. AstheHoly Spirit hovered over the dark world beforeit burst into life and
light, so He hoversover every lifein darkness eager to mother it out of the shell of sin into
thewor |d of light, and give it wingsto soar. CharlesWesley put it in poetry—

Expand Thy wings celestial Dove,
Brood o'er our nature'snight;
On our disordered spirits move,
And let there now belight.



After we have been hatched by the Heavenly Dove, which is another way of saying after
we have been born again by the spirit of God, we are not through with the concept of the
dovein the Christian life. Thereismore tothe dove than wings.

It has character also, and it is the dove's char acter that Jesusis interested in, in our text.
Jesusispreparing His disciples for the greatest mission of their lives. It isliterally a matter
of life or death, for they will face opposition and in tense hatred like they never saw before. It
isno timefor light entertainment and small talk. They need to be given some deep
impressions and profound assurances. Itisin acontext likethisthat Jesustwice usesbirdsto
get His message across, and into their imagination. Birds have lessons of value for the
Christian, not just in the hour of gaiety, but in the most crucial hours of life.

Jesus said tothem, " Behold," --that is, pay attention to this; get the full and realistic
picture of what you are heading into. "1 send you out assheep in the mist of wolves, so be
wise as ser pents and innocent (or har mless) as doves." The disciples had to have knowledge
of four different kinds of creaturesto be able to under stand an obey Jesus. He paintsa word
picture with animals, serpents, and birds--the crawlers, the walkers, and the flyers, all in one
little verse. With imaginative inter pretation we could describe how the wolves devoured the
sheep in the early centuries. We could show how many wer e wise as serpentsin obedience to
Christ. We could consider the fascinating fact of how Jesus selected a quality of the serpent
for us to imitate even though the serpent, all through Scripture, isa symbol of Satan.

Jesus can find some good for illustration in every creatur e He has made. Thiswould be an
interesting study, but for now we are limiting our attention to the last of these creatures--the
dove.

How many Christians face a crisis, and an encounter with the world, with their mindson
doves? A Christian who talked about birds at such a serious pointin life would probably be
looked upon asbeing crazy asaloon. In reality, he would be seeking to take hisLord
seriously. Jesussaysthe dove has something a Christian needs. It has a char acter that is
har mless, innocent, blameless, and gentle.

The doveisthe most Christlike of all the birds. Thedove isthefirst bird to play arolein
the life of Christ. When Jesus wasjust a baby, M ary and Joseph brought Him to Jerusalem,
and according to the law of Moses, it saysin Luke 2:24, they offered a sacrifice of a pair of
turtle doves or two young pigeons. Doves and pigeons ar e of the same family. Thelaw in the
Lev. 12:8 says that for those who cannot afford a lamb for atonement and offering of two
turtle doves or two pigeons can be a substitute. This meansthat Mary and Joseph could not
afford alamb, and so birdswer e their substitute. What this means is that Jesus the Lamb of
God isalso the Dove of God, for both wer e offered in atonement for sin.

The dove became a symbol, not only of the Holy Spirit, but of Christ also. Inthemiddle
ages the vessels in which wafers were kept for the Lord's Supper wer e sometimes madein the
form of doves. The dove wasthe bird of good news from the beginning. It brought back the
evidence to Noah that thewater had departed and land was uncovered. The ancientscarried
doveson their ships, for they wer e often literal savior s of lost men. When a storm would blow
a ship off course, they would r elease their doves and the direction in which they flew would
indicate the way to the near est land. Columbus used doveson hisship. The doveissymbolic
of the Saviour in that it isa sacrifice for attonement, and it isa guide to safety.



Someone might object that | am taking birdstoo seriously, and that | have let my
imagination run beyond what the Scripture would authorize. Let usdeviate from doves for a
few moments, therefor e, and seejust how seriously God takesthe birds.

In Gen. 9 God takes birds so serioudy that He includes them in His covenant with Noah never
to destroy theworld again with aflood. In verses 8-11 weread, " Then God said to Noah and
to his sonswith him: 'l now establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after
you and with every living creature that was with you--the birds, the livestock and all the wild
animals, all those who came out of the ark with you--every living cr eature on earth. |
establish my covenant with you: Never again will all life be cut off by the water s of a flood;
never again will there be a flood to destroy the earth."

Samuel Cox, the gr eat Bible expositor once said, " To care for birds, we may even say, isto
worship God." That soundslike aradical statement, and you might wonder if Cox is getting
close to idolatry, for God clearly forbidsthe making of an idol of any winged creature. On
the other hand, if obeying God's commandsis a part of the worship of God, then bird careis
clearly included. In Deut. 22:6-7 weread, " |f you come across a bird's nest beside the road,
either in atree or on the ground, and the mother is sitting on the young or on the eggs, do not
take the mother with the young. You may take the young, but be sureto let the mother go, so
that it may go well with you and you may have along life." God takes birds so seriously that
He makes the same promise and warning in connection with them as He does with the
command to honor one's father and mother. To disobey God's concern for mother birds can
lead to the same judgment as disrespect for your own mother. M otherhood issacred in bird
life as well as human life.

Theidea of conservation and animal sanctuaries, and game laws, as well as human societies
are all based on God'slove for Hisown creation. Itis God'swill that man be wise and
humane in hisdominion over nature. If hisgreed leads him to exploit nature, and drain the
land of resour ces, and wipe out certain spicies of birdsand animals, heisnot just disobeying a
government law, but he isdefying the law of God as well. God expects His people to respect
game laws. Some birds are no doubt flying in Israel today only because of God's lawsto
protect them.

God even went further than thislaw for the birds. He provided a sanctuary where no bird
could be molested in any way. God made Histemplein Jerusalem a bird sanctuary. In Psalm
84:3-4weread, " Even the sparrow hasfound a home, and the swallow a nest for her self,
wher e she may have her young--a placenear your altar, O Lord Almighty, my King and my
God. Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you." Birdsand
believerstogether in the house of the Lord praising their Maker, Redeemer and Protector.

Now all of this has been relevant to our study of the dove and what Jesus wanted usto
understand about being harmless asthe dove. If God expectsusto be gentle and kind to
birds, how much more should we have this attitude toward all people, even to those who
approach uslikeviciouswolvesto devour us. They are still men with a worth infinitely
greater than that of birds, and we areto like our Lord meet their forcewith love and
gentleness. The Christian has aresponsibility to suffer wrong rather than toinflictit. The
best isto belike a wise serpent and be able to avoid conflict, but if no amount of wisdom can
help you escape your oppressor, you ar e to face him asa dove. In a showdown where you



must either do wrong or suffer wrong, the Christian who obeys Christ will suffer wrong and
beinnocent of evil. Jesusisa perfect example of being wise as a serpent and harmless as a
dove. He outwitted His foestime and time again, but when he could no longer escapethe
cross without forsaking all men to their fate, He let Hisenemies kill Him. He went like a
lamb, or like a dove, quiet and gentle, though He could have fought and destr oyed them all.

Itisnot easy to combine the wisdom of the serpent and the innocent gentleness of the dove,
but Jeusdid not say it would be easy to follow Him. He said it would cost plenty. You have to
dieto self to face a hostile world with the character of a dove. You can only obey Christ, and
be harmless as a dove, by the help of the Divine Dove-the Holy Spirit. Our desire must be
that of David who cried out, " O that | had the wings of adove." We should long even more to
have the character of the dove, for the doveisthe bird of love. The dove has been the
emblem of love all through history. In the Song of Soloman the doveisused 6 times as an
affectionateword for alover. Love, perfection, gentleness, innocence, and purity are just
some of virtues connected with the dove. The study of the natural dove can teach usthese
virtues, but only the Heavenly Dove can provide us with the wings necessary to rise to these
ideals. Therefore, let ussing the song prayer of George Herbert, thegreat Christian poet
who wrote--

Listen, sweet Dove, unto my song,

And spread Thy golden wingsin me;
Hatching my tender heart so long,

Till it get wings and fly away with T hee.

| trust that you have an imagination that is alive, and one that can be motivated by the
sight of any bird to realize that God is calling you to fly; to mount up with wings like eagles,
and to live on ahigher level. Of course, if you do not know the Lord of birds, you can be a
lover of birdsand still belost. If you do not have any desire to obey Christ and please Him by
your life, you have noreason to believe Heisyour Lord. If Heis not your Lord you can love
all the birds, but you will never get off theground and soar spiritually. The only way to get
wings for time and eternity isto receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.

14. THE REMARKABLE RAINBOW based on Rev. 4:1-11

| never realized how many rainbows there arein theworld, until our trip tothe West
Coast. Wewould get up early totravel befor e the Sun came up. When it did come up it was at
out back, and it was at just the right angle when we went past theirrigation systems. The light
of the Sun hit that spraying water and produced morerainbows than | have ever seen in my
life. There wereirrigation systemswith water spraying everywhere, and we were
overwhelmed by the constant series of rainbows we wer e seeing. When we came back the
same way we did not seethem. The light hasto be at just the right angle or they cannot be
seen. | was so impressed by these earthly rainbowsthat | decided to do some research on the
heavenly rainbow around the throne of God.

William Wordsworth was a great lover of the outdoor sand especially of the rainbow. He



wr ote,

My heart leaps up when | behold

A rainbow in the sky;

So was it when my life began

Soisit now | am a man;

So beit when | shall grow old,
Or let medie!

Another great poet, L ongfellow, tellsus of the Indian boy Hiawatha, who used to gaze in
rapt admiration upon the rainbow because Nakomistaught him-

Tisthe heaven of flowersyou see there
All the wild flower s of the forest,

All thelilies of the prairie,

When on earth they fade and perish
Blossom in that heaven above us!

Hereisabeautiful Indian tradition that says none of natur €'s beauty islost, but is
preserved in the beauty of heaven, as symbolized by the rainbow. This has always been a
Christian tradition too, that all the beauty that God made in time will be preserved in
eternity. Flowerswill, therefore, be a part of heaven. The rainbow has always been linked with
flowers. In Greek,theword rainbow isiris. Iris was a Greek goddess, who rode the rainbow.
The irisflower issometimes called the rainbow flower. All over the world therainbow is
admired. In Japan it is called the Floating Bridge of Heaven. In Hawaii it is called the path to
the upper world. It isthe plaything of children and adults. M any can identify with the
humor ous poet who wr ote,

" | went to set the sprinkler--the sun was shining hard.

| found alittlerainbow living in by yard:

loopsy-dasey rainbow, blown and blurred and rounded,

with nether end in no place and tether end ungrounded.

| did not dig the bordersround nor for itstreasure till.

The pot of gold will soon be found--on my water bill."
Elizabeth Henley

There arerainbows everywhere, but the most amazing rainbow on record isthe onethe
Apostle John saw in heaven. Here is the only permanent rainbow that exists. They fade so fast
on earth, but thisoneis part of the furniture of heaven. It is part of the presence of God. It
would appear to be acomplete circle all the way around the throne of God. We see rainbowe
cut in half because we cannot see below the horizon where the other half is. But John saw the
whole circle in heaven. It had to be one of the most beautiful sights human eyes have ever
beheld.

Beauty does not need any other reason for being. It doesnot have to have a message or
some symbolical meaning, for beauty isan end in itself. It feeds the mind and the inner man.
M an does not live by bread alone but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God,



and one of Hisloveliest wordsisthe word rainbow. Beauty is a paradox. As we travel through
the mountains and see all the wonders of the trees, and snow covered peaks, and rapid flowing
streams, it isamazing that all you can do with beauty isadmireit. The badlandswere
beautiful, but you could not use them for anything. All you could do islook and stand in awe
at their beauty. They serve no other purpose than just being awesome. So much of what God
has made has no practical value. It isjust beauty for beauty's sake. God is saying by thisthat
beauty isa practical valuein itself.

We saw flowersin the state of Washington we had never seen before. We walked a block
from our motel to get a picture of the most beautiful flowering bush we had ever seen. It was
so beautiful with its hugh blue flower s, but it had no other purposethan just being beautiful.
All we, or anyone else, could do with it wasto admireit. Berghild Dahl in her book, | Wanted
To See, tells of being blind for nearly half a century. At age 52 she had surgery at M ayo
Clinic and could see 40 times mor e. She found it athrill to wash dishes after that. Hereis her
testimony-" | begin to play with the white fluffy suds in the dishpan, | dip my handsinto them
and | pick up aball of tiny soup bubbles...I hold them up to thelight and in each of them | can
see the brilliant colors of a miniaturerainbow.” Shethanks God as she washes dishes for the
simple pleasur e of seeing rainbows while she washes. That isall arainbow is good for -to look
at and enjoy.

| discovered there are even night time rainbows. Paul Pearsall in his book, M aking
Miracles, tells about the lunar rainbowsin the mountainsof M aui. M oisturein the clouds
migrating acr oss the Pacific pauses over the mountains, and when the moon is near full it
produces arainbow. They are mainly silver with just a hint of the colors of the solar
rainbows. Aristotle says he saw them centuriesbefore Christ. The point isthere are more
rainbows in thisworld than we can imagine, and the rainbow will be a part of our
environment for all eternity. John saw a rainbow around the throne of God. Thiswas
beautiful beyond description, no doubt, but it has more than beauty, it also has tremendous
meaning, which we want to explore. Wewant to seethat it isa symbol of God's mercy.

When God made a covenant with Noah, and used the rainbow as the symbol of that
covenant, He made it crystal clear that it wasa covenant with all living creatures. It isnot
just man that God cares about, but all His creatures, which are symbolized herein Rev.4 by
the 4 living creatures. Therainbow isa universal symbol. It iseverywherein creation where
thereiswater and sun. It isa symbol for all creatures great and small. Gen.9:12-16 says,
"And God said, thisisthe sign of the covenant | am making between you and every living
creature with you, a covenant for all generationsto come. | have set my rainbow in the
clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. Whenever | bring
clouds over the earth and the rainbow appearsin the clouds, | will remember my covenant
between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters
become aflood to destroy all life. Whenever therainbow appearsin the clouds| will seeit
and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all living creatur es of every kind on
the earth.”

Fivetimes God said this covenant was with the whole of His creation. The rainbow goes
beyond God'srelationship to man to include all creatures. Therainbow is something that
man has in common with the animal kingdom. It isthe one symbol that links usall together



under thepromise of God's mercy. Itis,therefore, so appropriatethatin thischapter where
thethemeis natureleading God's people to worship, the rainbow should stand out asthe
primary symbol surrounding the throne of God. Thisisthe only symbol that | am aware of
that is given by God to Hiswhole creation. Therainbow isthe only symbol that | am awar e of
that saysto every eye on this planet--l am a God of mercy.

Thereisa German tradition from the middle ages that saysin the 40 years befor e the end
of theworld therewill be norainbow. So every timethey saw a rainbow it was a comfort, and
an assurance that history would last at least another generation. Ther e saying was--

" So the rainbow appear
Theworld hath no fear,
Until ther eafter 40 year ."

The 40 year sidea is pur ely subjective, but the promise of God to be merciful to all His
creatures is guar anteed by the sign of the rainbow.

In Heb.4:16 weread, " L et us then appr oach the thr one of grace with confidence, so that
we may receive mercy and find graceto help in time of need." Thethronewhereweareto
find mercy isthe throne surrounded with the rainbow, the symbol of mercy. God does not
have to look down on ear th to find a rainbow to remind Him of Hismercy. He dwellsin an
atmosphere where this symbol isimpossible to escape. I n a sense, God wear s this symbol of
mercy like aring or a necklace. God cannot be unmer ciful, for thispermanent rainbow
around Histhronetells usit is of the very essence of God to be mer ciful.

Therainbow has always been important in Judaism. In Eccleasiasticus43:11-12, the Son
of Sirach writesin theintertestamental period, " Look upon therainbow and praise Him that
madeit. Very beautiful it isin the brightness thereof. It compasseth the heaven about with a
gloriouscircle, and the hands of the M ost High have bended it." But it was not just for it's
beauty that the Jewsloved therainbow. Itisthe symbolism of the rainbow that set Jewish
theology apart from the rest of the world'sreligions. Felix Levy in His Own Torah, givesus
in nut shell the whole Jewish theology of the rainbow.

"Whereasin all the other flood stories, the Greek, Hindu,
and so on, a dead fatalism, a sense of fall from man's
original high estate, pervadestheir account, in the Hebrew,
the climax is hopeful: Noah seestherainbow in the sky,
Nay, through the flood man has found the God that was lost.
Think you, thisis accidental? No, it is of thevery
substance of Jewish psychology. The pagans wer e afr aid

of the arbitrary will and punishment of their gods; the Jew,
even when his God chastised, saw the rainbow beyond.

This attitude of mind is something mor e than optimism,
something higher than the thought that all will come out
well in the end, more than ahope; it isthe profound
assurance in the human soul, that this univer se which we



inhabit iswell ordered. That law and order and love
pervade our whole life, that on the ruins new structures,
mor e glorious, may be erected!"

The apostle John's vision of the rainbow around God's throne confirms this Jewish
conviction, and makesit basic also to Christian theology. The Christian isalwaysto be an
incurable optimist. Theworld isa mess and heading for judgement, but it can never get so
bad that God will forget to be merciful. He will save all who trust Him however unworthy
they are of Hisgrace. The rainbow says God's mercy isprimary, and Hisjudgement is
secondary.

Thiswas a message the Christians needed to hear asthey faced a hostile world that would
persecute and destroy them. Therainbow around the throneis assurance that God will win,
for He does not need to ride out the storms of life, He already lives on the victory side of the
storms. Helivesencircled by the rainbow, the sign of stormsend, and those who trust in Him
will end up on that bright side by His mer cy.

Pastor Richard Wong of Honolulu haswritten the book, PrayersFrom An Island, and in it
he hasthis prayer about the rainbow--" O God, Thou hasamerry way when Thou hangest
rainbowsin rain. So may we lear n that life's secr ets are hidden....Joy embedded in
pain...Wisdom gleaming through suffering....Strength growing through hardships....And
fulfillments beckoning through problems. Teach us alwaysto look through rain to find
rainbows glistening. Amen." God looks and remembers His covenant, we need to look and
remember aswell. Therainbow istoremind usto be optimist, no matter how great the
storm.

Brennan M anning writes, " Father, you must've known | was feeling like the day: dull gray

dismal with a tendency to thunderstorms.
And so you flung
a rainbow
across the sky
and whispered
coaxingly
inmy ear,
"Look at what
I've made--
just for you."

And as | looked
wonder ed

marveled

what really

took my breath away
wasn't the splendor
of your creation,

but the breathtaking
mind-boggling



heart-stopping
realization

that | am a pampered
petted

cherished

child.

Indulged.

Highly favored.
Given all.

Father, thank you

for the love

that made the rainbow
just for me.

And Father, make me like
your rainbow

Let me

reflect

the spectrum

of your love."

God uses natureto witness to us of His love and mer cy, and thus, we see again the truth of
this whole chapter, that natur e leads the way for God's people in the wor ship of their creator.
God saysto lsrael in Isaiah 54:10, " Though the mountains be shaken and the hillsbe
removed, yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken nor my covenant of peace be
removed.." God isever the God of mercy, and that is why we need to keep our eyes on things
above and say with the poet,

"1 need Thee, blessed Jesus!
And hope to see Thee soon,
Encircled with the rainbow,
And seated on Thy throne:
Therewith Thy blood-bought children,
My joy shall ever be
To sing Thy praise, Lord Jesus,
To gaze, my Lord, on Thee!"

Louis Albert Bankstells of hislittle boy, one summer day in the mountains, running up to
him with his eyes aglow with wonder ment, and he said, " Father, see, thereisthe rainbow, and
yet it hasnot rained."” Helooked, and sure enough, there it was spanning the dopes, and not
adrop of water had fallen. It had rained somewhere, however, and they were ableto sharein
the enjoyment, even though they had escaped the storm. It made him realize that Jesus took
the storm for uson Calvary. Thethunder and wrath of God fell on his head, but you and |
escaped that storm of judgement. But we get to enjoy therainbow, the symbol of God's
mercy forever.



A Christian man shared thistestimony of how he makes his own rainbows. "When | was a
boy my mother made me go out and sprinkle the lawn just when | wanted to play ball with the
other boys. But | made a game out of the experience. | pointed the nozzle of the hose up at
the sun and made my own rainbows. |'ve never for gotten it. Now when sorrows and
disappointments and crosses come, | take them, too, and point them to the Son of
Righteousness. He makes rainbows of my tears. Through sorrow | find joy."

The Dyaksin Borneo call therainbow the King's Son. Their New Testament reads, " And
round about the throne therewas, asit were, the King's Son in the sky." Thisisvery
appropriate that the Son of God and the rainbow be linked as one, for just as Jesusis our
intercessor and mediator before God, so the rainbow is ever pleading before His throne for
mercy. Therainbow, like Jesus, isa great friend of sinners. Jesusisthe one who gives
meaning to this beautiful symbol. If wetrustin Him asour Savior we will enjoy with Him
forever, around the throne of God, thisremar kable rainbow.

15. NATURE AND WORSHIP Based on Rev. 4:1-11

In our 5,536 miletrip to Santa Clara and back, we saw the incredible handiwork of God
like we never saw it before. The Grand Canyon was so awesome and scary to me with my fear
of heights. All of my pictures have therailing in them because | could not get close enough to
lean over it. We saw the beauty of the mountains and forests around L ake Tahoe that make it
such a popular place. We saw the painted desert and the petrified forests, and the great
variety of flowersand palm trees of Californiaplusthe vast fields of grapes. We saw the
wonder s of manscreativity also in the most unusual city we have ever seen-Santa Fe, New
M exico. We saw there the oldest house and church in the USA.

Everywher e we went ther e wer e masses of other people trying to see what they have never
seen before. That iswhat travelingis all about, and that iswhy tourist traps are so prevalent.
People want to see something. When we got back we took our grandchildren to the science
museum in St. Paul, and it was a mad house as multiplied hundr eds of people pushed their
way passed each other to see the man made dinosaurs. Peoplelong to seethe unique and the
spectacular. Thisiswhat motivates peopleto travel and go to new places. In Glendale,
California people were even flocking to For est Lawn Cemetery to see the wonder of the
Lord's Supper in living color, as well asa host of other examples of great art and sculpture.
Eyes are made for seeing, and man has a perpetual desire to see. It ishisadventure; his
entertainment, and his education.

Accor ding to Bernard Shaw, seeing God's handiwork was of the very essence of lifeto
Joan of Arc. When her judges sentenced her to perpetual imprisonment she responds, " Send
meto the stake rather than that. To shut me from the light of the sky and the sight of fields
and flowers; to chain my feet so that | can never again climb the hills-this is wor se the fur nace
7 timesheated. Without thesethings | cannot live; and by your wanting to take them from
me, | know that your counsel is of the devil, and that mineif of God." Her conviction was
that God wanted her to see His creation. Seeingisthe daily bread of the eyes. God madethe



eyes, and He expectsusto use them to see what He has made. He even gives us glimpsesinto
what we will see when we leave this world of wondersto enter the world of His presence and
even greater wonders.

If prizeswere given out for the greatest seer of unique and unusual things, the Apostle
John would takefirst prize. Paul was caught up into heaven also, but he does not tell us what
he saw, but John does. He was given the greatest vision of God'sthrone, and all that
surroundsit, of any person who has ever lived. He saw awesome things that makes all other
visionstrivial by comparison. Thethingthat caught my attention about John's fabulous
vision of heaven isthat the key theme of Rev. 4isthe Creator and His creation. In other
words, John'strip to heaven was much likethe trips we take on earth to seethe handiwork of
God. He saw from the heavenly per spective, but the dominate theme of this chapter isthe
seeing of nature and its wor ship of God asits Creator.

This heavenly vision is amazingly worldly. Look at the worldly symbaols:
1. Therainbow around the throne.
The glassy sea.
3. Thefour living creatures with faces of lion, ox, man, and eagle.

N

In almost sounds like John isin acelestial zoo. The scene around God is so nature
oriented, and the songs of 24 elderswho represent all of God's people for all timeisnot a
song about redemption, but about nature and God asthe Creator of all things. Thereisno
escaping the primary message of thisfirst vision of John. God wantsto be wor shiped as
Creator. God is proud of Hisroll, and He has made thewonder s of theworld. All that we see
that amazes usis His doing, and He expects usto praise Him for His wisdom, power, and
clevernessin making what He has made. If God'swill isdone on earth asit isin heaven, then
God's people will be a people who, like the saintsin heaven, honor and glorify God as
Creator.

A woman who has sewn or knitted, or crochet athing of beauty is delighted when you
acknowledgethat it isworthy of praise. People who make things of beauty enjoy their works
being enjoyed by others. That iswhat creativity isall about. If you appreciate awork of art,
you should let the creator of it know, for that isthe joy of creating. God feelsthe same as any
artist or creator of beauty. Hewantsto know if other minds can see and appreciate what He
has done. A major part of our worship isto honor Him, thank Him, and praise Him for the
wonders of nature. The Christian isto be a student of nature, for the reason that when it is
known better, you know God better, and you will bein a state of wor ship.

The Christian hasno quarr el with science, for it is but the study of that which God has
made. It hasa quarrel, however, with that which leadsmen to wor ship the creation rather
than the Creator, but there is no quarrel with science as such. The songs of heaven ar e songs
of praisesfor God's creativity. If God madeit then it isworthy of study, for all God has made
will lead usto praise Him when we see Hiswisdom in it. Psa. 104:24 says, " How many are
your works, O Lord! Inwisdom you made them all."

When we came acr oss the salt flats heading to Salt L ake City we saw what looked like
glaciers of salt coming through the mountain passes. God made so much salt in this world.



But what it truly amazing isthat every grain of that salt, beit in the ocean, lakes, or under the
earth, isaperfect square to the millionth of an inch. How it can possibly be is mind boggling,
but that isthe way God made salt; it isalways square. Sugar on the other hand isnever
square, but alwaysirregular in shape. Why? Because God made the world with design, and
clear signs of Hiscreative mind. Thereisorder an design everywhere so that any who want
to see can see and wor ship the Creator.

There are fifteen largest pages filled with Bible textsthat deal with all aspects of nature. |
suspect no man could ever live long enough to study in depth all God has said about nature in
Hisword. Everythingthat science studiesisin the Bible. Aswe traveled, we saw vast fields of
cropsall in beautiful rows. We knew it was no accident they were so orderly. Milesand miles
of grapesin beautifully organized fields didn't just happen. That order was designed by
intelligence. We knew it, and when you study the cropsthemselves, you know they also came
from intelligence.

Jesus said the fruitful Christian would reap, some 30 fold, some 60, and some a hundred
fold. It was no accident that Jesus used only even numberstoillustrate, for He made all seed
bearing plantsto have a even number of seeds. If you check afield of poor wheat, you will
find the stocks with 28, 30, or 32 grains. If you check afield with a good crop you will find
stocks with 58, 60, or 62. Ifit isabumper crop you will find 98, 100, or 102. But always you
will find and even number of grains. God made all seed bearing crops so they always have a
even number of seeds. That isdesigned and order and it isto make uslift our voicesin praise
tothe Creator of such order. If thefarmer istobepraised for the order He has created in
the planting of the crops, how much more the Creator of the order in the cropsHe plants?

No matter where you look, in the starry heavens above, or in the deep seas below, and
everywhere in between, you see that which makes the honest observer say, " The word chance
doesn't fit-thereismind in that." Nature and wor ship go hand in hand to those who see
natur e as God intended it to be seen: Asa symbol of His power and wisdom. Thomas Edison
said, " Onething iscertain, the universe is permeated by intelligence. | tell you no person can
be brought into contact with the mysteries of nature, or make a study of chemistry, without
being convinced that, behind all, ther eis a Supreme Intelligence. | am convinced of that. |
think | can, perhaps| may sometime, demonstrate the existence of such intelligence with the
certainty of a demonstration in mathematics."

John'svision is not of any scientific experiment or mathematical proof. He seesfour living
creatures which are symbols of all nature glorifying and wor shiping God. M ost
commentator s will agree that these four living creatures are repr esentative of all nature. The
lion is supreme among wild animals; the ox is supreme among tame animals; the eagleis
supreme among the birds, and man is supreme among all the creatures of earth. As Swete
and Bar clay state, " These four beings stand for the noblest, strongest, swiftest, and wisest of
God's creatures, and they lead the way in the wor ship of their Creator." The best of nature
are not objects of wor ship, but ar ethemselvesleaders in wor ship.

When God created all of nature, He said it was very good, and in the new heaven and new
earth it will be very good again. Creation isseen hereasGod intended it to be: A tool that
leads His people to wor ship. What isnature for? Itschief end isto glorify God and lead men



todothesame. Psa. 103:22 says, " PraisetheLord, all His works everywherein His
dominion." All of creation isto praise God, and in so doing be a witness to man of the
importance of worship. God wantsto be wor shiped asour Creator evenin heaven. Hewill
be our Creator forever, and Hiscreation will forever praise Him.

Some people ask, will there be animalsin heaven? The answer is, if God isgoing to redeem
Hiscreation from the fall, and thisisthe clear revelation of the Bible, then there will be
animalsin heaven, and there will be everything else in heaven that isa part of God's creation,
and forever they will aidsto the worship of God as Creator. Chapter 5isabout the worship
of God asredeemer, but before God became redeemer He was Creator, and He wantsto be
wor shiped as such. Even redemption is a second work of creation. It isa plan by which fallen
man and natur e ar er ecreated to be what God intends.

Thisrevelation isto cause the Christian to be one who looks at all of nature as a guide to
worship God asCreator. Our perspectiveisto be: All that God made is like a choir director
leading usto praiseits M aker. Sometimesthisis easy, aswhen you are standing gazing out
over the Grand Canyon. At other timesit takes effort to see how nature glorifies God. Isa.
6:3 says, " The whole earth is full of Hisglory." But you have to look harder some placesto
seeit. Takethewildernessfor example:

THE WILDERNESS.

As| drove for hoursseeing nothing but wilder ness and desert sage, which amazed me with
itsability to survivein such a place, | wonder ed over and over again what good isall this
wasteland? It seemed so worthless, and | wondered why God made so much of it. Aswesaw a
ranch off in the distance from time to time we could not help but feel sorry for the people who
have to live in such isolation from the world. Some had their large TV dishes, and so we knew
they could lighten up their solitude with the blare and glare of civilization, but many had no
TV, and when we turned on the radio we found places with no stations at all, and many with
only one. The very thought of living in such isolation was a burden to us.

Then,when | read the Scripturel wasreminded that these people had the potential of
developing very Christlike qualities by living there. John the Baptist, of whom Jesus said that
he was the greatest born of woman, lived in the wilderness. Jesus also often went into desolate
placesto pray and be alone with His heavenly Father. Luke 5:16 says, " And He withdrew
Himself into the wilderness and prayed." Luke6:12 says, "..He went out into a mountain to
pray.." Mark 1:35says, " ..rising up a great while befor e day, He went out and departed into
a solitary place and there prayed."

David Douglasin Christianity Today says he can identify with this, for in Santa Fe, New
M exico heis ever near the wilderness, and he says it motivates oneto pray, for the solitude
and the wonder of natur e dominate the mind. It makes one feel alone with the Creator of it
all. He saysthevast wilder ness makes one feel totally inadequate. Pride vanishing and oneis
filled with a sense of dependence upon God. |'ve only sipped at thiscup from which he has
drunk deeply, but | can, after seeing the wilder ness, believe what he saysistrue. God does
not speak to us moreclearly in the wilder ness, but we are morelikely to listen there. That is
the problem, that we are too busy, too preoccupied, too distracted by all therealities of lifeto



listen to the Creator of all that really matters.

Being alone in the wilder ness of God's creation makes uslisten, and thus, makes us pray,
and thus, it isa major aid to worship. Douglaswrites, " On hiking trips | have taken alone,
often into the desert canyons of the Southwest, prayer hasbecomeavirtual companion. |
have walked for miles passed cliffs of burgundy sandstone, the walls suspended like five
hundr ed foot-high tapestries embroidered by waterfalls, and come acr ossno one for days. |
have found myself praying on scor es of occasionsin that solitude, prayersof petition for my
continued well being, prayers of thanksfor my sight and mobility. Nor mally merely dutiful
and absent minded, my prayersin the wilder ness have become expressions of impassioned
clarity."

In our gardens and our parkswe can forget God, for even though He alone can make the
flowers, trees, and plants, we ar e conscience also that we have helped make the order and
beauty. But in the vast wide open wilderness we ar e over whelmed by thereality that we are
not the Creator. We are nothing, and He is everything. All the so-called wasteland is not
wasted at all, for it is one of the most powerful tools for making man conscience of God. John
M uir madethe claim, "While God's glory iswritten all over hiswork, in the wilder ness the
letters ar e capitalized." Anything that helpsus worship God isa great value, and in John's
vision we see it isthe forces of nature that help all of God's people to worship. Therefore, the
realm of nature isto betreasured asa friend that leads usto God.

Theword of God says listen to the works of God, for day and night; perpetually, and
without end, they call usto worship. Thereisatimeand placefor everything, and the time
for worship isanytime, and the placeisanyplace, for nature leads the way, and natureislike
God in thisrespect: It isalways present. The heavens declaretheglory of God day and
night. But so doesevery animal, every flower, and ever ything made that only God can make.
Sheldon Vanauken wrote of an experience most all of us have had: Of suddenly being
surprised by the sight of a cardinal in all of itsred brilliance. Hewrote,

Thisisno chance,
This bird of flame
That gripsmy glance:
| see God's name

In scarlet flight

And know that he
Along thelight
Ishailing me.

We get so familiar with our surroundings and the nature in the context of where we live
that we do not think of it asa symbol calling usto wor ship its Maker. Thisisone of the values
of travel. We saw things that God made so radically different that it made me look more
closely at the beauty of what we have in our own environment. It made me mor e thoughtful of
creation. | don't know how long | can beinfluenced by what | saw in the West, or by what
John saw in heaven, but the goal of every Christian isto be ever thoughtful of nature so that
it might lead to worship. Max M ullen wrote, " T he eyes of a thoughtful man forever behold
the face of the Creator beaming in love from the midst of hisworks."



Beauty is alink to God. Some of the beauty of nature is so fleeting it ishard to capture.
Wewer e pulling up a hill in the painted desert, and on theridge of a bare hill to our right was
alarge deer standing like a statue in the morning sun. | wanted L avonne to get a picture of
it, but we went around a bend and the vision was gone. It was a fleeting scene of impressing
beauty we could not capture, and there are so many of these. But each one can cause you to
praise God, for He isthe author of that beauty. We often got up at 5:00 in the morning to
drive, and we saw the sun come up over the mountains. Thesun is the source of so much of
the beauty of God's handiwork.

Gloria Gaither in Joys and Sorr owstells of how she came close to missing a chanceto
worship God, and strengthen her relationship to her son. It was a hectic day and she was
busy in the kitchen when Benji hollered, " come heremom!" "I can't" she hollered back,"
I've got to finish these dishes. You will have to wait." Knowing that sunsets do not wait for
busy mothershe said,” okay, but you'll missit," and he turned and walked out. It dawned on
her that this could be an important moment, and so she went out behind him and saw the sky
ariot of crimson. It was breathtaking with the light reflecting off the creak wher e they live,
and geese flying acrossthat crimson sky. Her son said, "Mom, I'm glad you came." She was
glad aswell, and felt bad because she almost missed this gift from God for a sink full of dishes.
She still had to do the dishes, but it was easier after she had spent those momentsin wor ship.

Nature isto be a sour ce of constant messages that bring us out of self, work, and even play
toworship the Onewho made it all. Day and night natur e wor ships God asits Creator, and if
we are alert, we can by day or night see that which will motivate ustojoinin on their song of
praise. We are not Tazans and Janes. We do not live closeto nature every day. Thelion and
eaglewerarely see, and for most of us even the ox or cow isararesight. But remember, man
isa part of nature. M an is one of the wonder s of God's creation. We can see people every
day, and if we seethem as God'sworks of art, we can see enough daily to make us join all
naturein the praise and wor ship of God our common Cr eator .






